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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS AT SECOND

Our annual season of preparation for the celebration of Christmas is definitely different this year due

to the pandemic. However, we have meaningful worship and ministry opportunities before us that,
though they require adaptati on, are no | ess im
Christmas¢ as the old song says! I f ever there
Emmanuel & God with us & this is it!

Online Worship Opportunities :

Each week our worship services will be available online and will feature readings, prayers, music, and
messages for the season. Watch your inbox each Sunday morning at 8:00 for the weekly worship
email or check our Facebook page or church website for the link.

Al so, on Christmas Eve, watch your inbox and
features scripture readings and prayer, carols and candlelight, as well as a pastoral message and
the opportunity to share the Lordés Supper at

s = Sy D e

Outdoor Worship Opportunities : R

As of this issueés printi
worship opportunities pending no new guidelines or
restrictions that would require us to do otherwise.

Sunday, December 13

At 4:00 p.m. we will gather on the parking lot in front
of the foyer on the east side (near the covered drive).
Dress casually (and for warmth!), bring a lawn chair
wear a mask, and sit at safe distances from othersj#
INSIDE: We will share Christmas carols and music of theg

seeson in this relaxed, familyfriendly setting.

From the Past
Thursday, December 24

Ways to Serve At 4:30 p.m. we will gather on the parking lot in front of the foyer for our Christmas Eve
candlelight service. This will include a time for an impromptu, intergenerational

2BC UpdatesPPF Caristynas pageant (no rehearsal and no acting skills required!), as well as carols, the

Advent cel ebrati on of t he Lor dés Supper, and C
I beginning at 4:00 p.m. Bring a lawn chair and a blanket, wear your mask, and sit at safe
Words of Thanks................ distances for this special night together!

Please note that our outdoor worship plans are subject fo change. Any updates to
these plans will be snared via email and on the church website and social media closer
fo the events. Also, in the event that group gathering sizes are restricted, we may offer

multiple services on these days and ask participants to sign up in advance. For
additional information or assistance with signing up, please Annabeth Barnes at

abarnes@2ndmemphis.org or 682.3395.

Pictures.

4680 Walnut Grove Road Christmas Baskets Ministry

Memphis, TN On Saturday, December 19, our Second family will deliver Christmas baskets of food and
blessings to neighbors in our community. See inside for additional details about how our

www.2ndmemphis.org deacons are adapting this ministry to carry out our ministry commitments in a manner

that is safe and efficient.


mailto:abarnes@2ndmemphis.org
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THE WEARY WORLD WAITS

One of the classic songs of this sacred season
the backstory to this 19" century hymn is remarkably fascinating (the text was written by a French
atheist, and the music by a Jewish man!), there are two lines in the first stanza that resonate deeply
during this most unus wdhe wearg \orld rejadeds / Foh yondér Ibreatisfa ndwo p

and gl orious morn. ¢

Indeed, with news breaking lately of promising results from vaccine trials, we look toward 2021 with

great expectations, knowing that we likely have a long winter still to endure. This, coupled with all of the

other unrest, hurt, and hardship that has marked this year likely finds many of us weary as we come into
the final month of this year. No doubt, 2020 has not gone easy on us.

We live in a weary world. We are weary with the effects of a global health pandemic that has come
upon us. We are weary with political discord and economic disparity. We are weary with injustice and
the pandemic of racism that persists in our land. We are weary with suffering and isolation and
uncertainty. We are weary with losing loved ones and being separated from those we ought to still
have with us. The list is long and it can most certainly go on.

Our weary world in the waning days of 2020 mi ¢
precisely in those moments when we are most weary, when we are most prone to despair, that the
promi se o-{reabingdkesence comes as the best news there is. The hope, peace, joy, and
love that we celebrate in this season of anticipation is ours because of Emmanuel: God with us.

God comes to us in the places we least expect in the ways that we most need.

from the pastor

As we move through this season and all that it will hold for us, | know that we are weary. | know
that we are waiting. And | know & | know with all that is within me & that Christ is coming to dwell
with us still.

This, my beloved Second family, is the good news of the Gospel we share. This is the promise
of Christmas.

SERMON TOPICS

December 6: Second Sunday
of Advent

Title: Hearing Assistance
Text: Mark 1:1-8

OT Lesson: Isaiah 40111

Grace and peace,

Stephen
A WORD OF GRATITUDE

After marking a milestone anniversary in our life together last month, | would be remiss if |
did not offer my appreciation for the expressions of love, care, and support that have been
shown to our family in recent weeks.

December 13 Third Sunday
of Advent

Title: The Cost of Christmas
Text: Luke 1:46b55

OT Lesson: Isaiah 61:4, 811

Reaching the 10-year milestone together is something that | have felt since the beginning
of our time together would be important. | thank God for the good fortune of getting to

December 20: Fourth Sunday share this past decade of life with you.

of Advent

Title: Instability Ahead of the Stable
Text: Luke 1:2638

OT Lesson: Psalm 89:4, 19-26

I cannot adequately express how deeply glad | am for the call the pastor search
committee and we heard in those hot summer days of 2010. That you were patient and
gracious enough to wait for Jonathan to come into the world was a foreshadowing of
the patience and grace you have shown me

December 24 Christmas Eve to do the pastoral work as faithfully and as well as | know how. Thank you!

Title: A Good Year for Good News

Texts: John 1:114 / Genesis 2:18
OT Lesson: Isaiah 9:27
NT Lesson: Luke 2:420

December 27: First Sunday of
Christmas

Title: Turning Back Toward a New
Future

Text: Luke 2:2240

OT Lesson: Isaiah 61:13%2:3

Being the pastor of this church is the highest honor and deepest joy of my life in
ministry. It has been the most challenging, invigorating, and life-giving work that | can
imagine.
Since the time we arrived here in 2010, we have felt at home in Memphis in a way that
we have never felt in any other place we have lived. That feeling has only grown and our
love for this place and its people has only gone deeper over this past decade.

Thank you for being our Second family and for this life we get to share together as we
pursue the call of Christ in our lives and our community!

Stephen
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BRINKLEY HEIGHTS TOY DRIVE + SOCK SABBATH(S)

The response to our call for supporting the Toy Drive and our collection of Socks for the annual Sock
Sabbath has been over whel mi ng! |t is further
community around us and continuing to show up for our ministry partners during this unusual time.
Throughout Novemberés Sock Sabbath(s) we gather

INTERFAITH THANKSGIVING FOOD AND FUNDS DRIVE:
THANK YOU!

Due to the pandemic, this yearés inte
different look and a very worthwhile purpose to serve our neighbors throughout the
community. Members of our Jewish, Muslim, and Christian partner congregations MID-SOUTH
served together on Saturday, November 21 to collect food and funds for the Mid - FOO D
South Food Bank. Thank you to each person who participated by dropping off food B A N K
items, making gifts in person, and online. Because of your generosity, we raised
more than $9,900 that will help provide 32,000 meals in our area and collected over
2,500 Ibs. of food. Thank you for sharing!

CHRISTMAS BASKETS

Led by our deacons each December, the Christmas Basket ministry is a way for Second Baptist tr
deliver the love, hope and grace of Christ to families in need. There are lots of ways you can help this
holiday season

FEEDING THE NEED

oAJ9S O] Palalleds

1. Submit names of individuals / families by December 7 to info@2ndmemphis.org to receive
a basket.

2.Collect and bring banana boxes to the church by December 14.

3Make a financial donation by check or on
Each Basket has a monetary value of $70.

4.Experience the joy of delivering baskets. Volunteers will gather at 9:00 a.m. If you plan
to deliver, sign up online through @&Cen
the church office by Wednesday, December 16.

W e CHRISTMAS BOOK DRIV

The Together for Hope Arkansas
Christmas Book Drive is happening again
this year. Books are a wonderful and
empowering Christmas gift for children.
Research shows that exposure to age
appropriate, high interest books
increases a chil dé
read. Moreover, books inspire children and spark their imagination as they see
themselves in each adventure. To purchase books, go to the Together for Hope Arkansas
Amazon Wish Liston our website where you will find a variety of high -interest, diverse
and fun books that wild.l bring a smile to

VOLUNTEER AT THE BRINKLEY HEIGHTS TOY

STORE BRINKLEY

Brinkley Heights is always in need of volunteers to help families ‘“’HEIGHTS

shop in toy store. If you are able and comfortable serving this

year, contact Sam Wilson (laswilson2@bellsouth.net). The To MINISTRIES
Store is open December 710 from 10:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m. and

volunteer shifts are two hours long.


mailto:info@2ndmemphis.org
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3D9A79WDEFBLW?ref_=wl_share
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COVID-19 AND OUR CHWRCH GATHERINGS

While we sincerely hope to be able to resume opportunities for in -person worship and formation
offerings in mid -January, we recognize that coronavirus infection rates in our community may force
us to make adaptations to our pl ans. Wor ki ng ir
|l ocal health officialsé guidelines, we are keepi

- The severrday new case average for Shelby County;
- The rate of new cases over each tweweek span;

- The reproductive rate for the virus;

- The positivity rate for testing.

Any updates to our church operations due to the pandemic will be sent via email, posted on our church
website and social media pages as soon as those decisions are made.

In the meantime, please continue to pray for all those who serve in the medical community and our
local, state, and federal leaders who are working to promote the health and safety of all our
neighbors.

CHI LDRENéS I1SQOND

We wi | | begin our new SS Sparkhouse Wi nter Cur
gotten your new SS booklet yet, please contact Tanya Mabry to arrange a pick up or delivery. We
love having our children zoom with us on Sunday mornings at 10:00! Parents, you are the BEST at
making sure your children are signed on and in many cases having SS right along with them! We
are so thankful for our wonderful, creative SS teachers who have kept right on teaching our
children about the stories of Jesus. Several
as the zoom host each Sunday! Please share with them how much their work means to you and
your family!! Bed Babies2 é s & 3és: Katharine HuiGimarny, PRAdtc
& 5és: Becky Lindsey, Jane PaJasontagg ' & 28 Shab a
Criswell, Sandra Livesay, Zoom hosMatt Meador; 3", 4" & 5" Rebecca Buehler, Pam
Summons, Zoom host- Tanya Mabry.

END OF YEAR GIVINGEMINDER

Please note that the last day the church office will be open for 2020 is until 4:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, December 30. As you plan your end of year giving please be sure to deliver
offerings to the church by this date. If you choose to mail your contributions, please note
that they must be postmarked no /ater than December 31 in order to be counted for the
year 2020. Online and textto-give gifts can be received through midnight on December
31.

gathered to worsh

Thank you for generously sharing the financial resources required to finish this year in a
healthy position to begin 2021!

SHARING YOUR GIFTSI IA SEASON OF SHARING

As we approach the end of a most unusual year, we would encourage you to contact
your financial advisor or CPA about all of the ways you can contribute to our ongoing
mission at Second. Legislation passed in light of the pandemic has created some
different opportunities for you to continue your faithful giving to the church and
support of other charitable organizations. As a reminder, the church can easily accept
stock gifts, and that may be one option you wish to explore with your financial advisor
or CPA.

For further information about this or other giving options available, please contact Patti
Calvert, our Church Financial Administrator at 682.3395 ompcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.



mailto:pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org
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a
RESOURCES FOR PEACE AND STILLNESS DURING ADVENT
&No God, No Peace. Know God, Know Peace.c¢ Per h:

meme or a t-shirt. On its face, it is a simple turn of phrase. However, if you take it seriously, it is both
profoundly deep and profoundly demanding. There is something powerful and transforming in simply

knowi ng God. When wecaskal fow]aixetd, bwe awislel we know
know God, telMGod [our] hebdsce because we know God wil |l k €
we will take his yoke because we know God will give us rest. But, knowing God takes spiritual effort. It
means finding quiet places to |isten and pray,

night, like the Psalmist. It means seeking to have the mind of Jesus so that we can be transformed by
the renewing of our minds. And, for most of us, it means finding resources that can help us do just
that.

Columbia Theol ogi cal Semi nary has produced ar
better this Advent season. The journal provides scripture passages and reflective questions to
prompt prayer and reflection each day of Advent through Christmas. Each week invites you to a
different method of prayer or spiritual practice and there is plenty of space to draw or journal.
Click the Advent Journal image at 2ndmemphis.org/connect to print the devotional and may you
come to know better the Prince of Peace who transcends understanding this Advent.

ADVENT AND THE SECOND BAPTIST LABYRIt

Journey. Waiting. Anticipation. Preparation. These are all themes of Advent. But, they are alsc
symbols and imagery in the spiritual practice of labyrinths. At the core, a labyrinth is a tool to
help quiet the mind and aid in communicating with and listening to God. As one journeys
toward the center in anticipation, the soul is prepared to meet God. Similarly, in Advent, we
journey toward Bethlehem in anticipation and, as we do so, our souls are prepared to meet CHURCH OFFICE AND
Emmanuel , God with wus. Given all weeéve en CFLC HOLIDAY
time to use this spiritual resource to help you wait, to help you prepare, to help you meet SCHEDULES

and celebrate the God who dwells among us. If you have questions or would like someone
to help instruct you on using the labyrinth, contact Daniel (djohnson@2ndmemphis.org).

9AJ9S O] Palalleds

Please make note of our
holiday schedule for the
CALLING ALL ACTORSND ACTRESSES! church office and Christian
Family Life Center. We will be
closed on Friday, December
25 and Monday, December
28 for Christmas and on
Thursday and Friday,
December 31 and January 1
for the New Year holiday. In
the event of an urgent
pastoral care need during the
time our offices are closed,
please contact the minister
on call at 901.604.6686.

As of this printing, at the 4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service, we will be performing an
intergenerational, impromptu, creative, no acting skills needed, fun for one and all

Christmas Pageant Extravaganza!! This unique pageant, while telling the story of the birth
of Jesus, will involve many performers who feel called to take part in the greatest story
ever told. We hope you plan on coming and joining the fun!!
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THE LAST BLOG

The last Second Baptist blog entry occurred November 17, 2020. For four years the blog has
appeared weekly to biweekly on Secondés w
Dawnings spin-off group devoted to church outreach. The challenge extended to the initial
writers in 2016 was r oug®0D wordablkbg corophtible with CBFaV
mission and values. Controversial (but not divisive) topics are encouraged. Humor and
i nsightful spiritual and intellectual cont e
website would read the blog and recognize that Second Baptist folks were a thoughtful bunch
who did not fit the prevailing public image of Baptists as narrow -minded and anti-intellectual.

127 entries later, the blog will cease publication in its current form. Its demise is not due to
COVID-19, but rather the difficulty in recruiting writers. Nevertheless, its goals have been
accomplished. Every Dblog has had spiritual
lives to living the Christian life. Controversial topics have included political partisanship,
abortion, healthcare, immigration, gun control, and racism including Black Lives Matter. The
blog has explored Baptist distinctives and Baptist practices. Stories about faithbased
comedians, pets, and unusual relatives have made us laugh. Each writer has had a distinctive
voice adding to the diversity of the blog. For example, one of our writers has consistently
provided an uplifting transcendent experience, and another has seen God at work in the
humdrum of life. The writers have ranged in age from adolescents to octogenarians. One
of our writers had a blog -like editorial published in the Commercial Appeal.

Here is a list of blog contributors with a deep apology to anyone omitted: John Avis,
Carmen Anderson, Theresa Jennings, Neil Boggan, Frances and Duncan Breland,
Catherine Denman, Becky Wilson, Burt Waller, Andrew Smith, Kate Jenkins, Catherine
Piche, Katie Mullenix, Joe Livesay, Catherine Lewis, Tommy Sexton, and Julia Goldie
Day. We thank them for their spiritual insights and faithful service. On a personal
note, as editor and writer for the blog, | have received a blessing from reading each
and every submission.

gathered to worsh

Jim Lewis

To the members of Second Baptist Church

Thank you for the very generous $10,000 donation. Your gift will go directly
toward the building of our outdoor classroom. | am so proud of our CSM
scholars and feel blessed that their goodness has blessed your community in
such a positive way. | pray that our communities will continue to bless each
other and reveal the kingdom of God in mighty, mighty ways.

In Christ,
McKenzie Cohen
Collegiate School of Memphis

We love working the elections in your beautiful church. You are always so
helpful and accommodating. Thank you for all of your kindness and gracious
hospitality. We appreciate you!

a Election Workers
(Peggy, Shonna, Belinda, Marlow, Evelyn, Cathy, Janine, C. Howell)
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