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On Wednesday, June 10, members of Second Baptist installed a banner with a message 

of solidarity in front of The Healing Center Full Gospel Baptist Church. The banner, 

which reads æWE STAND twogether WITH YOUç and signed by friends and members 

of Second Baptist Church, was a tangible response and call to our community for 

change in light of recent events that revealed, once again, systemic racial inequities 

in our society. Pastor Dianne Young texted they were in tears when they heard 

about the banner. The opportunity to stand with and support friends across race 

highlights the importance of the relationship we began with The Healing Center 

almost four years ago. Be on the lookout for more opportunities to listen, learn 

and serve with our friends at The Healing Center in the future. 
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Typically, our church tries to intentionally practice sabbath-keeping during the 

month of July. We scale back our schedule so that the focus is primarily on 

worship and Bible study. Committees and different leadership groups, music 

rehearsals, and other meetings get put on hold for the month.  

While the health pandemic has upended our schedules for several months 

already, we are making some adjustments to church ministries during this 

month. You will notice that our online worship offerings will be condensed 

into a different format. These will be abbreviated and focused on engaging 

people wherever they are watching. Watch your inbox each Sunday morning 

for the opportunity to experience worship in a modified way from what we 

have been sharing since March. 

Also, our Tuesday evening adult Bible studies that we have started will take a 

break for the month of July. Some of our Sunday school classes are adapting 

their weekly online formats, too. And while some of our key leadership 

groups will continue to meet as usual, we do hope that these adjustments will 

help promote the awareness that practicing sabbath calls for a different 

routine and invites us to consider the patterns we keep in ordering our days.  
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Encountering God at the  

of community and mission. 
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Since mid-March when the rhythms of our regular routines first began to be disrupted, I 

have been overwhelmed by the care and adaptability our congregation has shown to these 

unprecedented circumstances brought on by COVID-19. Thank you for demonstrating grace 

and generosity as we have undertaken new and different ways for being and doing church 

together. 

One of the great gifts that we have in our favor for making the myriad decisions that need to 

be made is our church leadership. Both lay and staff leaders alike have brought their 

remarkable gifts to bear for the good of the whole church. I am indebted to each one of these 

who has been prayerfully and wisely seeking what is best for our congregation and wider 

community. 

As we continue to determine next steps in resuming our ministry operations, I want you to 

know that there are a number of questions that we are weighing. These questions are helping 

guide our deliberations for how to proceed, particularly as it relates to restarting in -person 

worship inside the sanctuary. 

¶ Is there a compelling reason to return to gathering instead of what we are 

currently doing? 

¶ What will be missed and what will be gained by resuming at this time? 

¶ What must change for us to resume? What must stay the same? 

¶ What do our local and state health officials recommend right now?  

¶ Do we have a real sense for how our volunteers will participate? 

¶ What is the wise thing to do? 

We had a wide segment of the congregation complete our worship survey at the 

beginning of the summer. This has been enormously helpful, allowing us to gauge 

peopleés feelings. Not surprisingly, we have a variety of opinions among us! But, 

there is no question that there is a deep desire to both be together and work 

together for the common good.  

I cannot thank you enough for your commitment to loving God and loving 

neighbor. Along with our other leaders who are considering our next steps, I am 

sincerely grateful for your prayers and encouragement. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 
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On Sunday, July 19, we will mark the 58th birthday of our church. At the time of 

this printing we do not yet know whether we will be worshiping online only 

(something unimaginable in the summer of 1962!) or if we will have the 

opportunity to gather onsite. However, no matter the circumstances, we will 

mark this occasion with thanksgiving and praise. As has become our custom, we 

will also celebrate the Lordés Supper in some fashion suitable for the 

circumstances.  

While none of us would willingly choose the challenges we have faced through 

this year, there is no question that we have been brought safe thus far by the 

grace of God. As we look toward our future with faith and hope, the words of the 

late Dag Hammarskjold ring true: 

æFor all that has been, Thanks! For all that is to come, Yes!ç 
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July 5: 

Title: What is Freedom? 

Text: Matthew 11:25-30 

OT Lesson: Psalm 145:8-14 

July 12: 

Title: If Thereés No 

Condemnation, Why Do We 

Still Do It? 

Text: Romans 8:1-11 

Lesson: Isaiah 55:10-13 

July 19: Secondés 58th 

Anniversary / Lordés Supper 

Title: On Being a Second 

Family 

Text: Romans 8:12-25 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 44:6-8 

July 26: 

Title: When (not if) We Donét 

Know How to Pray 

Text: Romans 8:26-39 

OT Lesson: Psalm 119:129-136 
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As our Second family moves toward resuming more of our in-person ministry operations, we 

know that each of us has a part to play in Making Second Safe and Healthy. 

That short phrase helps remind us of what we need to commit to as we have occasions to 

gather: 

Masks are a must; 

Social distancing helps us protect each other; 

Symptom review reminds us to stay home if we have signs of illness; 

Handwashing reduces the spread of germs. 

These simple steps are essential elements of our church doing its part for the well-being of one 

another when we return to our campus in the weeks ahead. 
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Greetings from your Second Baptist Finance Committee!  

We want to express our gratitude for each person who has continued to support our church 

through these unusual and challenging times. Our ministers and staff have worked hard at 

keeping our church informed, engaged, and inspired. Likewise, we are thankful for the 

adaptations everyone has made to allow us to ægather to worship.ç It was quite obvious 

from our recent Sunday night services that we are all anxious to gather in person again.  

Of particular note are the adjustments we have had to make in the way we worship with 

our offerings. We are grateful for all who are using our online and text -to-give options for 

sharing. Those, coupled with our mail-in and drop-off options have been vital during this 

time. Your financial support of Second allows us to provide the services of our ministries, 

especially in these current unprecedented times. 

Our tithes through mid -June are behind where we had planned to be at this point, as 

well as where we were last year at this time. In this uncertain time, it is difficult to 

completely understand all that may be affecting this trend. Many of our ministry and 

operational expenses are ongoing, so it is most important that we continue to 

remain faithful and committed in our financial support even though we are not 

physically ægathering to worshipç in our sanctuary yet. 

Please know that Patti Calvert, our church financial administrator, is happy to assist 

anyone with setting up online giving, automatic bank drafts, gifts of stock, and 

other ways of investing in the life and work of our church. You may contact her at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org or 682.3395. 

-Steve Waring, Chair 
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Beginning Sunday, July 19 and going through Sunday, August 16, members of 

Second Baptist Church are invited to submit names of qualified persons willing to 

serve as deacons on a three-year term beginning in January of 2021. The deacon 

selection committee wishes to receive feedback from as many church members 

as possible during this time. 

Nomination forms will be available online at 2ndmemphis.org or in the church 

office. Please prayerfully consider those persons qualified to serve and return the 

form to the church office, by mail, or by emailing info@2ndmemphis.org.  
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Please note that the church staff will be observing the Independence Day holiday on Friday, 

July 3. In the event of an urgent pastoral care need, please contact the minister on call at 

901.604.6686. 
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Please be aware that Second Baptist will be an early voting location from July 17 ä August 1. 

Voting will take place in the Christian Family Life Center foyer and the Election Commission is 

taking all proper precautions to ensure the safety of voters and workers. Voters and workers 

will comply with social distancing, voting machines and worker tables will be set apart at 

proper distances and special signage will be installed. Workers will also wear masks and 

sanitize the voting area before, during, and after voting. Second Baptist will also be a polling 

location on the August 6 general election day.  
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Two Pillars Yoga will be offering classes on the Second Baptist Church soccer fields from     

8 a.m. - 9 a.m. on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays. Advance registration is 

required and all levels are welcome. Masks will be required at check-in but may be 

removed for class. For more details visit www.twopillarsyoga.com. These classes are 

another great way to participate in the Moving in Faith challenge or just for your own 

physical, emotional and spiritual health. Be sure to invite or share with friends.  
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Summer Reading with a Purpose! 

Summer is already a great time to get a good book and read, so why not read with a 

purpose? 

This fall, our church is joining again with one of our longstanding ministry partners, 

MIFA, to take part in Our City, Our Story. This is designed to inspire, foster unity, 

and forge community conversation. This yearés Our City, Our Story will offer an 

opportunity to explore the realities of housing insecurity. There will be a 

community -wide read of Matthew Desmondés Pulitzer Prize winning book, 

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City. In it, the Princeton sociologist 

and MacArthur æGeniusç Desmond follows eight families in Milwaukee as they 

each struggle to keep a roof over their heads. 

Book clubs, civic groups, congregations, and 

individuals throughout Memphis are being invited to 

read this compelling story. In September, Stephen 

Cook will convene a group to discuss the book, so pick 

up a copy now and add it to your summer reading list!  

Watch for more details next month about how our 

church will be involved in this community -wide 

initiative and hearing from the author, as well as 

Memphis-area experts on housing and poverty in our 

city this fall. 
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This July, you can safely help provide sack lunches for youth volunteers serving the Brinkley 

Heights community through the Street Reach mission program. Sack lunches should include a 

sandwich, chips, fruit cup or washed fresh fruit, an individually packed dessert and must be 

dropped off to the church by noon. No drinks are needed. Individuals can sign up online to 

serve on a particular day with their Sunday school class or any day of the week. Volunteers will 

be feeding about 120 people each day. If you would like to participate, donate or have 

questions, contact Daniel at djohnson@2ndmemphis.org. 
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This summer, Together for Hope Arkansas will not offer 

their annual two week Swim Camp that provides 

swimming lessons along with a full day of Bible school 

for children in Helena. However, you can help them 

provide æCamp in a Boxç to the hundreds of children they 

serve. Visit their Amazon Wishlist to find the items they 

need. Then, just click to purchase items and have them 

sent to Helena.  

 

Cwha t¦atYLb{ ¢h t!{{thw¢ 
For almost 10 years, our youth have had the chance to hear, see, and practice the essence 

of faith in Jesus Christ at Passport Camp. However, this summer, Passport made the 

difficult decision to place the safety of others above their own needs and cancelled all in

-person camps. Annually, Passport generates 80% of their annual budget from summer 

camp fees so this required a strong faith in God and hope in the future. As a way to 

help, the Family Ministry team, with the support of our youth and the Finance 

Committee, is making a donation of $12,500 from our Pumpkin Patch proceeds to 

Passport Camps to help sustain them through this summer. Using the funds in this 

manner, aligns with the Pumpkin Patch missionåto support youth missions and 

ministriesåand will have an effect not only on our youth but youth around the 

country. God has been gracious to us as we have watched our patch and patch 

proceeds grow. It is only fitting that in this challenging time we have the chance to 

pass that generosity along to others, in the name of Christ. 

 

5hb!¢9 ¢hh[{ 
Do you have tools that you no longer use or need? Do you have duplicate tools? 

Do you simply want to declutter your garage? If so, consider donating those 

tools to the Heights Community Development tool bank. This is a great way to 

give tools a new home. The tool bank is a community resource that serves 

members of the community who can check out tools for a personal project as 

well as a way to resource mission teams who come to serve. Contact Daniel at 

djohnson@2ndmemphis.org if you would like to donate or have questions.   
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Virtual Vacation Bible School has found 23 families on Zoom learning about how Jesusé Power 

Pulls Us Through! Children ages 2-12 have been singing songs about The Power in the Blood 

and This Train is Bound for Glory! We are playing games and exercising during our Loco 

Motion Games and making fun crafts with Bible verses on them! Our Bible stories have helped 

us learn about Jesusé love and we are learning how other children around the world have 

hope in the Lord! A BIG thanks to Catherine Denman, VBS Director, Whitney Hochstein, Abbi 

Carlson, Michele Mallory, and Katie Parker for sharing their talents and love on this VBS Rocky 

Railway ride! 
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Youth and children will æattendç Passport the week of July 13-17 and we will 

have opportunities for both groups to gather (virtually and in -person) to give 

the week as much of a camp feel as possible. During the week, there will be 

opportunities for Bible study, worship, fellowship, mission projects and more. In 

addition to our æweekç of Passport, children and youth will also have access to 

all eight weeks of Passportés discipleship content which includes daily devotions 

plus weekly scripture challenges from camp pastors, worship opportunities, 

service ideas, fellowships and more. 
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