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PLANNING FOR HOLY WEEK IN A PANDEMIC
Last year, the coronavirus pandemic hit in the days just prior to Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter. Congregations everywhere quickly made adaptations to
accommodate a new reality.
While there are signs of us moving past the pandemic, we still are not there yet. After a year
of experience with online and other forms of worship, we are better prepared to celebrate
the sacred days of Holy Week than we were 12 months ago.
Although our plans are subject to change if conditions call for it, our church is currently
planning to offer the following Holy Week services in addition to our regular online
worship:
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-

Palm Sunday, March 28 at 11:00 a.m. Drive-in worship that includes a palm
processional from our vehicles.

-

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. Drive-in worship that includes
celebration of the Lord’s Supper from our vehicles.

-

Good Friday, April 2 an online service of music, prayer, and readings from
scripture will be shared via email at noon.

-

Easter Sunday, April 4 at 11:00 a.m. An outdoor service of worship
celebrating the resurrection of Christ. Weather permitting, we will gather in
the pumpkin patch. Everyone is asked to bring lawn chairs, observe safe
social distancing, and wear masks at all times.

Please note that, on Palm Sunday and Easter our Sunday school classes that meet
via Zoom will adjust to accommodate these times of being together.

A SERVICE OF LAMENT AND LOSS
Wednesday, March 3 at Noon or 6:00 p.m.
As we approach the one-year mark of coronavirus arriving in our community,
we have endured significant amounts of loss in these last 12 months.
Following the biblical tradition of lament, and taking our cue from the psalmist
who pleads, “Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; Lord, hear my
voice!” (Psalm 130:1), we will join our hearts and minds in a special service of
worship.
Following all safety protocols our church’s leadership has established, we will
offer the same service at two different times on Wednesday, March 3.
Worshipers will be able to come to the sanctuary at either noon or 6:00 p.m.
This service will include familiar hymns that Julia Pilgrim will play in a reflective
style, giving us the opportunity to unpack some of the loss, pain and
frustrations of the past year while also preparing us to move deeper into the
Lenten season and toward Holy Week.
Please sign up for one of these services via the link in Center Your Week or by
emailing info@2ndmemphis.org.
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ONE YEAR IN: WHAT ARE WE LEARNING, WHERE ARE WE GOING?

This month marks a milestone in the fight against the coronavirus pandemic that has
upended our lives for these last 12 months. We come to the one-year anniversary of this
harrowing year hopeful that better days are ahead for all of us. To say the last year has been
hard is an understatement of epic proportions!
Of course, even with the last year being marked by so much – and so many – that we have
lost, loss is not all there has been. In fact, there have been significant gains for us, too. Our
church leadership and our staff are regularly considering questions about what we are
learning and where we are going from here as we move toward a post-pandemic season of
life.
A year ago, I naively thought that we would see several weeks of our worship life and church
operations disrupted. I never dreamed we would have the opportunity (and I use that word
intentionally!) to develop new capacities for creating, producing, and distributing online
content that has connected our church’s ministries not only with members in our own
community, but also with people in multiple states and even other countries. This is a gift we
have gotten that will shape our church’s life long after the pandemic has passed.

SERMON TOPICS
March 7: The Third Sunday
in Lent
Title: Clear from the
Beginning
Text: John 2:13-22
OT Lesson: Psalm 19

I have also developed new rhythms for my weeks and how my days are spent. Sunday
sermons have become Thursday sermons (the day they are recorded) and I have been able
to sit with my wife and children for worship together. I rather enjoy that – even if I don’t
particularly care for watching myself on screen! The collaborative work our staff has
shared to plan, prepare, and produce worship services has been time and energy
consuming. But it has also been life-giving and has deepened the connections we share
in serving this church we love.

March 14: The Fourth
Sunday in Lent
Title: When Answers Give
Rise to Questions
Text: John 3:1-21
OT Lesson: Numbers 21:4-9
March 21: The Fifth Sunday
in Lent
Daniel Johnson preaching
March 28: Palm / Passion
Sunday
Title: Compelled to Carry On
with Jesus
Text: Mark 15:16-22
OT Lesson: Psalm 118:1-2, 12
-19
Liturgy of the Palms: Mark
11:1-11

These are but a small handful of the positives I find myself celebrating, even in the
midst of much that I have been grieving.
What about you? I would love to hear from you.
-

What are you discovering that you enjoy about the way our life together
has been shaped over the last year?

-

What shifts in how we go about being and doing church have surprised
you?

-

Are there things we have started during this time that you hope to see us
continue?

There is more to say and share about this in the weeks and months ahead,
especially as we look toward resuming more in-person gatherings and
opportunities to be together in the not-so-distant future.
Know that I am grateful for the resilience, faithfulness, and generous adaptive
spirit that Second has shown through it all. I am enormously appreciative and I
look forward to what awaits as we continue learning and going forward
together in God’s name!
Grace and peace,
Stephen
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UNDIE SUNDAY(S)

Each spring, Second Baptist designates a Sunday when people can
donate *NEW* underwear for the Brinkley Heights clothes closet.
However, this year, as we did for Sock Sabbath, we will collect
undies for an entire month of Sundays in March. Undies (all ages,
sizes and genders) can be dropped off in the church foyer or
purchased through our Amazon Wish List. Please drop off or have
donations delivered by Wednesday, March 31.

PDO OPEN ENROLLMENT

OPEN ENROLLMENT IS HAPPENING NOW! We have spots in all age groups: 5 months to 5
years! Our 7-week Summer Session is June 8 – July 22. Our Fall/Spring 2021-2022 session
starts on August 10. Detailed information including fees, supply lists, and parent handbook for
both summer and fall sessions is on our church website. To schedule a tour of our facility or
for more information, contact Gwen Jenkins, PDO Director, at pdo@2ndmemphis.org or 901682-3389.

"EASTER EGGING" & GIFTS FOR OUR 2BC FAMILIES ON APRIL 3

You can help make this Easter memorable by
delivering joy and fun and goodies by signing
up to deliver and hiding eggs for a family egg
hunt OR deliver an Easter gift to a senior adult
or homebound member of the church. Special
Second Baptist Easter bunnies will scatter to
serve Easter eggs and gifts at the homes of seniors and families for all children and
youth on Saturday, April 3. If you're a family, don't worry, you can sign up to deliver
even though you will receive an egg hunt yourself :). Folks of all ages are invited to
be those who "scatter."
Sign up via the link in Center Your Week by selecting a family or a senior which are
listed by zip code to help you know the area of town in which they live. Specific
addresses will be emailed to volunteers after signing up.
Volunteers can pick up all supplies for delivery from the church office starting
Monday, March 29.
If you would like to donate stuffed eggs, please bring them by the church by
March 26. Contact Daniel or Tanya for more information.

DID YOU MISS A SERVICE OR SERMON?

We know the pandemic has shifted our usual routines and worship habits. If you
missed a Sunday service and would like to catch up, visit the link on our website –
http://2ndmemphis.org/worship-online/ - to find previous weeks’ services.
Also, if you would like to receive a hard copy of the sermons by mail each week (a
ministry we provide to many of our homebound members already), contact
Annabeth Nixon in the church office to sign up.
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LENTEN MIDWEEK PRAYER GATHERINGS VIA ZOOM

During the season of Lent we are using a devotional resource, A Story to Tell, that is taking
us through the Gospel of Mark. Each week in Wednesday midday prayer gatherings we are
spending time considering different passages and sharing reflections on what we are
experiencing. Join us on Wednesdays (March 10, 17, 24, and 31) at noon for this 30-minute
time together on Zoom.
For login information, please email info@2ndmemphis.org.

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION: GROWING YOUNG
Tennessee CBF Virtual General Assembly

Next month everyone is invited to take part in a special gathering of Cooperative Baptists
across Tennessee during the weekend of April 16-17. This is an online gathering and allows
people to take part in important conversations about helping churches consider ways that we
can effectively grow young as we come out of the pandemic.

Registration for these important discussions is available here: http://tncbf.org/cbf-generalassembly. Make plans to listen, learn, and grow through these online sessions!

SPRING FORWARD ON SUNDAY, MARCH 14

Don’t forget to set your clocks forward one hour before going to bed on Saturday, March
13 so you can be on time for Zoom Sunday school meetings as Daylight Saving Time
begins.

CHURCH OPERATIONS UPDATE

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT
Take a peek at our generosity
and ministry costs through
February 18, 2021:
Year-to-Date Receipts $120,264
Year-to-Date Expenses $125,934
Net

($5,670)

Remember that when it comes to
giving, we have several options for
sharing gifts with our church:

·

Cash and Checks

·

Text-to-Give: 901.401.9621

·

Online at 2ndmemphis.org

·

Click "Giving" and follow the
prompts

·

Stock and Mutual Fund
Transfers

To learn more about any of these,
please contact our Financial
Administrator, Patti Calvert, at
pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.

At the time of this issue’s printing, we are seeing decreases in COVID case numbers in
our area and increases in the number of people receiving vaccinations. Our leadership
team remains optimistic that, as we move into the spring, we will begin opening more
opportunities for in-person gatherings while also recognizing that continued
vigilance in observing safety protocols is vital.
Through the month of March, we will continue to offer online worship on Sundays.
We will have opportunities for limited in-person gatherings that are noted
elsewhere in this issue.

Beginning March 1, the church office returns to its regular hours of operation,
Monday-Thursday from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. and Fridays from 8:30 a.m. – noon.
Please continue to watch our weekly Center Your Week email, special Friday
Updates, and our church website for updates and additional information about
our operations.

CFLC EXPANDING HOURS

Beginning Monday, March 1, the Christian Family Life Center will expand
operating hours and activities. New operating hours will be Monday – Thursday
9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Friday 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m. –
12:00 p.m. The CFLC will also open the racquetball courts for individual use and
allow limited use of the basketball court. As we expand hours, ALL safety
protocols remain in place including mask wearing, temperature and symptom
checks, and social distancing. Locker rooms remain limited to restroom use only
and water fountains also remain closed. All guests are encouraged to bring their
own water bottles and towels. If you have any questions or would like to reserve
the racquetball court, contact Recreation Director Marcus Patterson at 901-6823308 or mpatterson@2ndmemphis.org
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TOILET BOWL 2021 … OVERFLOWING WITH FUN!

A few rule changes led to one of the most exciting youth Toilet Bowls EVER. The game included a 28-point comeback
by Deuces Wild (red team) with team captain Audrey McDonell catching the game tying touchdown as time ran out.
However, an interception in overtime sealed the 63-56 win for Courtesy Flush (blue team). Fans voted Nicholas Keith
as MVP but everyone had a great - and safe - time.
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VBS 2021

It's time again to start planning summer activities!! So, mark
your calendars for Vacation Bible School dates: June 21-24,
from 8:45 a.m. -12:00 p.m. for children who have completed
Kindergarten - 5th grade. Not knowing what lies ahead for
our health and safety, our VBS may be virtual again or in
person. Either way, we know our children will be excited to
participate in VBS! Stay Tuned for more info! Contact
Catherine Denman at catherinesdenman@gmail.com to
volunteer to help or for more information.

PASSPORTkids

For children completing grades 3rd – 5th
Dates: July 16-20
Location: Rock Eagle 4-H Center, Eatonton, Georgia

CROSSROADS
Submissions: Material for inclusion
in the monthly CrossRoads
publication must be submitted by
the 15th day of the month.
Digital Option: To receive an
electronic version only, please
contact Annabeth Barnes at
abarnes@2ndmemphis.org.
Next publication date:
April 1, 2021
Center Your Week: Those signed up
to receive our communications via
email will also receive our midweek
update Center Your Week.

PASSPORT

For youth completing grades 6th – 12th
Dates: July 18-25
Location: Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina

Camp Cost for Passportkids and Passport: $350
Second Deposit: $50 due Sunday, March 21
Final Payment: $250 is due on or before Sunday, April 25
After March 21, all payments are non-refundable unless the church decides we
cannot attend or Passport is unable to host in-person camps.
Contact Daniel or Tanya with questions or if you are interested in
chaperoning.
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Wednesday, March 3

Maundy Thursday, April 1

12:00 p.m. or 6:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m. Drive-in Worship

A Service of Lament and Loss

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.
Memphis, TN 38117
Office: 901.682.3395

Good Friday, April 2
Wednesdays, March 10, 17, 24, and 31

Online Worship

12:00 p.m. Midweek Prayer Gathering
Saturday, April 3
Sunday, March 14

Easter “Egging”

Senior Pastor

Daylight Savings Time begins
Easter Sunday, April 4
Palm Sunday, March 28

11:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship

11:00 a.m. Drive-in Worship

Associate Minister:
Music and Worship

Associate Minister:
Congregational
Formation and Missions
-

—

-

Interim Children’s
Ministry Coordinator

-

