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THE GREAT THREE DAYS
Worship on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter
The very heart of the Christian worship calendar is upon us as April begins with what is
known as “The Great Three Days.” Plan to take part in the services that we have planned for
the most sacred days of the year.
- Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7:00 p.m. Drive-in worship that remembers Jesus’
last night with his disciples prior to his betrayal, arrest, and trial. The service
includes celebration of the Lord’s Supper from our vehicles.
- Good Friday, April 2. An online service of music, prayer, and readings from
scripture that take us through the events of Jesus’ journey to and on the cross.
This service will be shared via email and posted on our website and social media
pages at 10:00 a.m.
- Easter Sunday, April 4 at 11:00 a.m. An outdoor service on
Second’s athletic field celebrating the resurrection of Christ.
The service will include “flowering the cross” where
worshipers are given flowers to add to the cross as evidence
of the new life our God gives through Christ. Everyone is
asked to bring lawn chairs, observe safe social distancing,
and wear masks at all times.
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Please note that online worship services for Maundy Thursday
and Easter will be emailed and posted on the church website
and social media accounts for those unable to participate in
the in-person gatherings.

A SEASON OF REGATHERING
In late March, our congregation’s
leadership team met to outline next steps
in our plans for regathering. As we
celebrate
increasing
numbers
of
vaccinations and declining case numbers
of coronavirus in our community, we are taking measured steps to resume
more in-person activities at Second. Beginning April 11, we will return for
worship in the sanctuary at 11:30 a.m. on Sundays. See page 3 for additional
details about times, locations, and other information about church operations.
Please note: We will continue offering online worship in the format we are
currently following. As we improve our technology infrastructure this spring, we
will shift to a livestream format once the appropriate support platforms are in
place.
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A NEW WAY FORWARD
With our congregation’s leadership team announcing our return to in-person worship in
the sanctuary and a new set of guidelines for our church operations, I am excited about
what the spring and summer hold for us. On the next page are some details about what we
know at this point about what we can expect. All of us are aware, though, that plans
sometimes need to change and adaptations have to be made. For more than a year our
congregation has been faithfully doing that and I am deeply grateful!
Before outlining the schedule, though, I want to point out that if you and I look toward the
resumption of more congregational in-person activities as a return to what used to be, then I
believe we are missing out.
The coronavirus pandemic has brought untold numbers of changes to our lives as individuals,
as a congregation, and throughout our world. For as much as we long to have touchstones of
familiarity and things that feel “normal” to us, the reality is that a new normal is emerging. It
is not here yet, of course, because the pandemic isn’t over. And even when the pandemic is
past us, what our new normal will be will take months and years to discover.

SERMON TOPICS

Perhaps we are best served to recall the promise of God’s steadfast love and presence
sustaining us as we journey from what was into what will be. Remember the story of God’s
people passing from their season of wilderness wandering into the new land God
promised them? Just as they were embarking on that journey, their leader, Joshua, called
on the people to watch for the ark of God the priests were carrying. That was the sure
and certain reminder of God’s presence among them.

April 1: Maundy Thursday
Title: Nobody’s Fool
Text: John 13:1-17, 31b-35
OT Lesson: Psalm 116:1-2, 12
-19
April 4: Easter
Title: The Story that Won’t
Stop
Text: Mark 16:1-8
OT Lesson: Isaiah 25:6-9
April 11:
Title: See Something, Say
Something
Text: 1 John 1:1-5
OT Lesson: Psalm 133
April 18:
Title: Made Like Him, Like
Him We Rise
Text: 1 John 3:1-7
OT Lesson: Psalm 4
April 25
Youth Sunday

“When you see the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God being carried
by the Levitical priests, then you shall set out from your place.
Follow it, so that you may know the way you should go,
for you have not passed this way before.” (Joshua 3:3-4)
None of us have passed this way before. No doubt this is true for us today! But I am
confident that – together – we will go forward with the blessed assurance of God
with us. We will discern and discover where the Spirit is leading. And we will
continue to carry on in the mission and ministry of Christ as his people gathered
to worship and scattered to serve.
Grace and peace,
Stephen

CHURCH OFFICE AND CFLC CLOSING REMINDER
Please note that the church office and Christian Family Life Center will be closed
for Easter Monday, April 5. We will resume regular hours on Tuesday, April 6.
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APRIL 3: DELIVER AN "EASTER EGGING" FOR OUR
2BC FAMILIES & FLOWERS FOR OUR SENIORS
You can help make this Easter memorable by delivering joy and fun and goodies! Special
Second Baptist Easter bunnies will scatter to serve Easter eggs for families of all children and
youth and flowers to the homes of seniors on Saturday, April 3. If you're a family, don't worry,
you can sign up to deliver even though you will receive an egg hunt yourself :).
Sign up via the link in Center Your Week by selecting a family or a senior which are listed by zip
code to help you know the area of town in which they live. Specific addresses will be emailed to
volunteers after signing up. Volunteers can pick up eggs for delivery from the church office
starting Monday, March 29 and flowers on Thursday, April 1.

A SEASON OF REGATHERING SCHEDULE DETAILS
As we return to in-person worship in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings beginning April 11,
please make note of several guidelines that will help prepare us for this new and welcome
season in our life together.


Worship will begin at 11:30 a.m. and last approximately 45 minutes. Online worship
will continue to be emailed on Sundays at 8:00 a.m.



Face masks covering the nose and mouth are required at all times in the church
building.



Designated areas for seating that ensure safe social distancing will be marked in
the sanctuary.



Each person attending will need to do a simple health screening to review
symptoms.



Sanitizing stations will be available in the foyer and other areas of the building.



Offering plates will not be passed, but collection boxes will be available in the
foyer.



Congregational singing will not take place indoors, but soloists, ensembles,
and instrumentalists will lead in providing music for worship.

At this time, we are developing customized plans for each adult Sunday school class
and our children’s and youth groups to accommodate their needs. Some groups
may continue to meet virtually, some are electing for hybrid gatherings, and some
will meet in-person with all safety protocols in place. Watch for specific details
related to your specific group.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING REMINDER
Wednesday, April 21 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom
Each quarter our congregation gathers to share ministry updates, report on the
work of our various leadership teams, and decide together about different
matters related to our church. Make plans to take part in the second
congregational meeting of 2021 on Wednesday, April 21. We will discuss updates
to our church operations, hear a recommendation from our deacons regarding a
candidate for ordination to the ministry, as well as information on ministry and
mission initiatives for the spring and summer. Watch for the link to the meeting in
the week prior or contact Annabeth Nixon in the church office to receive the login
information for this important time together.
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FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION: GROWING YOUNG
Tennessee CBF Virtual General Assembly – April 16-17
This month everyone is invited to take part in a special gathering of
Cooperative Baptists across Tennessee on April 16 and 17. This is an
online gathering and allows people to take part in important
conversations about helping churches consider ways that we can
effectively grow young as we come out of the pandemic.
Registration is available here: http://tncbf.org/cbf-general-assembly.
Make plans to listen, learn, and grow through these online sessions!

YOUTH SUNDAY
Sunday, April 25
In Psalm 144, the psalmist prays for symbols of strength and deliverance. Included in that
prayer is this line. “May our sons in their youth be like plants full grown, our daughters like
corner pillars, cut for the building of a palace.” This is our prayer too and Youth Sunday is a
way to help each of our youth grow in stature and wisdom. Due to COVID, our youth will
not be responsible for teaching Sunday school but will focus on leading and using their
gifts in worship. As we did last year, we once again invite you to take a moment and give
the youth a SHOUT OUT and let them know how much you appreciate them and what
they offered in worship. You can: 1) Post your comment on the Second Baptist Facebook
page (a specific post for comments will be published Sunday morning) 2) Email Daniel.
We look forward to this always fun and encouraging day in the life of Second Baptist.

GIVE 5
After the incredible response last year, we’re asking for your
help again to encourage the two Brinkley Heights Urban
STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT
Academy graduates! If you don’t remember, here’s how you
can get involved. 1) Take 5 minutes to purchase or make a
Take a peek at our generosity
graduation card and then mail it to the church (address it
and ministry costs through
to Brinkley Graduation c/o Second Baptist Church). Feel
March 18, 2021:
free to add an encouraging note, Bible verse or wisdom
Year-to-Date Receipts $197,574
for their next chapter of life. 2) Give $5 to help provide
Year-to-Date Expenses $205,618
all the seniors with various $5 gift cards. You can mail a
Net
($ 8,044)
check or donate online, just be sure to put the word GRADUATION in the memo
section. All cards and donations need to be received by Wednesday, May 5. Join
Remember that when it comes to
the fun and be part of this holy surprise.
giving, we have several options for
sharing gifts with our church:




Cash and Checks




Online at 2ndmemphis.org

Text-to-Give: 901.401.9621
Click "Giving" and follow the
prompts



Stock and Mutual Fund
Transfers

To learn more about any of these,
please contact our Financial
Administrator, Patti Calvert, at
pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.

DID YOU MISS A SERVICE OR SERMON?
We know the pandemic has shifted our usual routines and worship habits. If
you missed a Sunday service and would like to catch up, visit the link on our
website – http://2ndmemphis.org/worship-online/ - to find previous weeks’
services.
Also, if you would like to receive a hard copy of the sermons by mail each week
(a ministry we provide to many of our homebound members already), contact
Annabeth Nixon in the church office to sign up.
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JOIN IN THANKING OUR ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
There is no way our church could function – especially through this most unusual season of
life we have been living – without the dedicated service of our administrative staff members:
Patti Calvert, Precious Hurt, Gwen Jenkins, Annabeth Nixon, and Marcus Patterson. Each of
these consistently cares for our members and neighbors in the community through their work
and support of Second Baptist. Wednesday, April 21 is designated as Administrative
Professionals’ Day but any day is a good day to say thanks to these who serve us!

AN UPDATE ON OUR STAFFING
Last month a vacancy occurred in our church’s administrative staff with the departure of our
maintenance supervisor. We are currently engaged in a search to fill that role and have
representatives of our personnel and properties committees working alongside our staff to
address that need.
During this time of transition, if there are particular needs or issues associated with our
facilities and grounds that need attention, please direct those to Patti Calvert and Daniel
Johnson.

REASONS TO CHOOSE EGIVING
Did you know Second Baptist offers multiple ways to give? Our eGiving options are
convenient alternatives to cash and checks and can also be set up as recurring donations.
Here are some benefits of eGiving.


It Makes Giving Easy
eGiving makes it simple for you to give exactly how and when you want. You can
make a one-time donation or set up recurring gifts right from your computer,
tablet or phone.



It’s Safe and Secure
You never need to worry about your donation making it into Second’s account.
Unlike checks and cash that can be misplaced, gifts made via eGiving are
directly sent to our bank account. Our payment solutions provider ensures
your personal information remains secure.



It Gives Our Church Stability
Your generous donations support our mission, operations and many
ministries. By setting up recurring donations online, you enable us to
maintain financial stability and plan for the future.

Thank you for supporting Second Baptist. eGiving brings flexibility to your
generosity by being able to give from anywhere at any time! Learn more about
eGiving by visiting our website at 2ndmemphis.org and select Giving. Contact
Patti Calvert, our Church Financial Administrator, with any questions or assistance
you may need.
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VBS 2021
It's time again to start planning summer activities!! So, mark
your calendars for Vacation Bible School dates: June 21-24,
from 8:45 a.m. -12:00 p.m. for children who have completed
Kindergarten - 5th grade. Not knowing what lies ahead for
our health and safety, our VBS may be virtual again or in
person. Either way, we know our children will be excited to
participate in VBS! Stay tuned for more info! Contact
Catherine Denman at catherinesdenman@gmail.com to
volunteer to help or for more information.

PASSPORTkids

For children completing grades 3rd – 5th
Dates: July 16-20
Location: Rock Eagle 4-H Center, Eatonton, Georgia

PASSPORT

For youth completing grades 6th – 12th
Dates: July 18-25
Location: Furman University, Greenville, South Carolina
Camp Cost for Passportkids and Passport: $350
Final Payment: $250 is due on or before Sunday, April 25

CROSSROADS
Submissions: Material for inclusion
in the monthly CrossRoads
publication must be submitted by
the 15th day of the month.
Digital Option: To receive an
electronic version only, please
contact Annabeth Barnes at
anixon@2ndmemphis.org.
Next publication date:
May 1, 2021
Center Your Week: Those signed up
to receive our communications via
email will also receive our midweek
update Center Your Week.

All payments are non-refundable unless the church decides we cannot attend or
Passport is unable to host in-person camps.
Contact Daniel or Tanya with questions or if you are interested in chaperoning.

YOUTH SHOPPING SPREE
AND ROCK CLIMBING
Our youth took a few hours on the afternoon
Sunday, March 21 to pay forward the amazing
year we had in the Pumpkin Patch. The youth set
aside $5,000 for Brinkley Heights and used that
to stock important staple foods in the Brinkley
Heights food pantry and provide toys, games
and other items for the incentive store for the
Brinkley Heights Urban Academy. After
shopping, the youth enjoyed some fun and
fellowship rock climbing at High Point Climbing.
The youth at the academy were so excited and so appreciative as they helped
unload all the items, another example of how the grace of God is channeled
through the generosity of our Pumpkin Patch.

Pictured: Nicholas Keith & Benjamin Cook
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Top left: Alice Moffatt
Top right: Harrison Moffatt, Noah Mullenix and Parry Abney
Middle: Alice Moffatt, Thomas Rogers, Audrey McDonnell, Matthew McDonnell, Edward George, Luke Mallory,
Nicholas Keith, Kirsten Bryan, Olivia Johnson, Precious Hurt, Daniel Johnson, Noah Mullenix, Harrison Moffatt,
Parry Abney, Benjamin Cook
Bottom left: Olivia Johnson and Kirsten Bryan
Bottom right: Harrison Moffatt, Precious Hurt and Edward George
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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Thursday, April 1

Monday, April 5

Maundy Thursday

Church Offices + CFLC Closed

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH
4680 Walnut Grove Rd.
Memphis, TN 38117
Office: 901.682.3395

Drive-in Worship
Sunday, April 11
Friday, April 2

In-person Worship resumes

Good Friday Online Worship
Friday, April 16-Saturday, April 17
Saturday, April 3

CBF TN General Assembly

Easter “Bunny” Deliveries
Sunday, April 25
Sunday, April 4

Youth Sunday

Easter

STAFF
Dr. Stephen Cook
Senior Pastor

Mr. Larry Denman
Associate Minister:
Music and Worship

Rev. Daniel Johnson
Associate Minister:

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER
Marcus Pa erson, RecreaƟon Director
Phone: 901‐682‐3308 mpa erson@2ndmemphis.org
Monday—Thursday: 9:00 a.m. ‐ 8:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00 a.m. ‐ 4:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m. ‐ 12:00 p.m.
CLOSED SUNDAY

Congregational
Formation and Missions

Mrs. Tanya Mabry
Interim Children’s
Ministry Coordinator

