
 

RETURNING TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
This month finds several groups returning to Sunday school and spiritual formation 

opportunities onsite at Second. Our childrenés and youth classes ä thanks to the creative and 

dedicated leadership of an exceptional team of volunteers and parents ä have been able to 

keep connected virtually since last March. 

Beginning June 6, these groups are resuming in-person classes on Sunday mornings. And, 

with the return of the childrenés and youth groups, this also means their parentsé classes will 

be coming back as well. Information about class meeting locations, safety protocols, and 

other details are being communicated with each specific group. 

Our children will regather for Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.  Children in the 2és & 3és class 

will meet in room 210 and children ages 4JK-5th grade will meet in Room 310 for a multi -

age class. Both classes will be learning stories of faith with Bible stories, crafts, and 

songs.  

As we move through the summer we will continue to evaluate and adapt our ministries 

as needed. Thank you to all our teachers, volunteers, and parents who are faithfully 

engaging in the important spiritual formation of the youngest among us!  

WELCOME BARRY POPE, OUR NEW FACILITIES MANAGER 
This month we welcome a new member to our staff team. Barry Pope begins 

serving at Second on Tuesday, June 1 as our new facilities manager. Our search 

team was both unanimous and enthusiastic in their recommendation based on the 

skills, work ethic, and spirit that he brings to the work here.  

Barry has most recently been a maintenance manager at a local assisted living 

facility. Prior to that, he served seven years as a property director for the YMCA 

in Olive Branch, spent 12 years in retail management, and 10 years providing 

facility and service support for the Davidson County Sheriffés Office in Nashville. 

Barry also has a special interest in sound, audio, and video technology and has 

done sideline work installing sound systems, computer upgrades, and video 

production.  

As you are in and around the church facilities, make sure to welcome Barry and 

help him to feel at home here at Second! 

BRINKLEY HEIGHTS STREET REACH LUNCHES 
Our annual partnership with Brinkley Heights and their summer Street Reach is 

making it easier than ever for classes and groups to take part.  This year, they 

are using the Take Them a Meal website to book lunches.  

Anyone interested in signing up for a time to serve can contact Annabeth Nixon 

at anixon@2ndmemphis.org for details on how to take part in this important 

ministry with our partners at Brinkley Heights.   
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LIKE TREES, PLANTED BY STREAMS OF WATER 
Moving into the summer months and a season for many of us to enjoy the beauty of Godés creation 

in the outdoors, the words of the American songwriter, poet, and author Carrie Newcomerés piece, 

æSunday Prayerç is an invitation to stillness and sabbath these days. As our family enjoys some time 

apart from the day-to-day demands of life for a couple of weeks this month, these words ä along with 

the words of the psalmist in Psalm 1 ä resonate deeply with me. May it be so with you as well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 -Sunday Prayer- 

 To Be Like A Tree 

 See how the trees 

 Reach up and outward 

 As if their entire existence 

 Were an elegant gesture of prayer. 

 See how they welcome the breath of spirit, 

 In all its visible and invisible forms. 

 See how the roots reach downward and out, 

 Embracing the physical, 

 The body and bones 

 Of its soul of earth and stone, 

 Allowing half its life to be sheltered  

 in the most quiet and secret places. 

 Oh, if I could be more like a tree on this Sunday morning, 

 To feel the breath of invisible spirit  

 Touch me as tenderly as a kiss on the forehead. 

 If I could courageously and confidently  

 Dig down into the dark  

 Where the ground water runs deep, 

 Where shelter and sanctuary 

 Can be had and held. 

 Ah, to be like a tree 

 With all its bent and unbent places, 

 A whole and holy thing  

 From its topmost twigs  

 To the deepest taproot  

 To all the good and graceful 

 Spaces between. 

Grace and peace  

Stephen 
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SERMON TOPICS 

June 6: 

Hope and Inspiration: 

Reflections from Community 

Ministry Partners 

Rev. Rosalyn Nichols (MIFA) 

and Rev. Eyleen Farmer 

(Thistle & Bee) 

June 13: 

Rev. Linda Serino preaching 

June 20:  

Title: If Youére Going Against 

Goliath 

Text: 1 Samuel 17:32-49 

NT Lesson: Ephesians 6:11-

17 

June 27: 

Title: Life Brings Loss, But 

Live Anyway 

Text: 2 Samuel 1:1, 17-27 

OT Lesson: Psalm 130 



COVID SAFETY AND OPERATIONS UPDATE 
In response to recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and our Shelby 

County health officials late last month, our churchés leadership team adopted the following 

guidelines that are now in effect: 

Sunday School and Worship: 

- In adult classes where all or the majority of participants are fully vaccinated, no 

masks and no social distancing required for the vaccinated. Those who are 

unvaccinated should continue to wear masks and practice safe social distancing. 

- In youth and childrenés classes, all participants continue wearing masks (including 

adult leaders, even if they are vaccinated).  

- In worship, continue social distancing for all participants in the sanctuary. This 

assists in protecting the unvaccinated among us. Those who are fully vaccinated 

may choose to sit with others who are also fully vaccinated (their ævaccinated 

villageç). 

- Choir may resume rehearsal and begin singing in worship if all or the majority of 

participants are fully vaccinated. Choir members may sit together in the loft 

without masks if all are vaccinated. 

Meetings and Groups: 

- In person meetings among committees and other groups may resume if all 

participants are fully vaccinated. If there are a small number of participants 

who are not vaccinated (one or two), those individuals may attend but should 

wear masks and maintain safe social distances. 

- Where possible, hybrid meetings will be offered for those who are unable to 

attend or are uncomfortable participating in person.  

As we continue taking steps toward engaging more of our congregation and 

community onsite, we are also continuously developing our online presence and 

methods of engagement there.  

Thank you for loving God and neighbor alike as we continue to adapt and adjust 

our procedures that are designed with the health and well -being of all Godés 

people in mind. 

CHOIR & SINGING 
Choir is back! After a 15 month hiatus, the new CDC guidelines have made it clear 

that group singing for individuals who are fully vaccinated is safe once again. We 

look forward to resuming our role leading worship over the coming weeks. If you 

have ever thought about giving choir a try, or if you would like to get back into it 

after some time away, now is the perfect opportunity! Since many of us have not 

sung regularly for over a year, we plan on easing back into singing and spending 

time each rehearsal on strengthening our voices and re-discovering our 

musicianship. If you have questions or would like to discuss what safety protocols 

will look like as we return, feel free to reach out to Larry Denman at 

ldenman@2ndmemphis.org. 
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UPDATES FROM OUR PROPERTIES COMMITTEE 
During the first half of this year we have undertaken two major projects in our facilities: 

completing the installation of a new fire alarm system throughout the buildings and 

upgrades to our wireless technology. 

In mid-May the final inspection of the fire alarm was completed and the Memphis Fire 

Department has signed off on the certificate for it.  

Through the spring, Central Technologies has installed wireless access points for Wi-Fi in every 

part of our buildings. When you are in the facilities at Second, simply join the æ2BC Guestç 

network (no password required). 

We are also continuing to build our online presence through livestreaming as well as 

addressing other facilities needs related to our property: everything from water leaks to 

parking lot repairs that we expect to continue through the summer.  

 

KROGER REWARDS 
Have you linked your Kroger card to Second Baptist Church? During 

the quarter February through April, 19 households contributed 

$44.27 to help us serve our community! It's easy to link your card. 

Simply log in to your Kroger.com account, select Community 

Rewards, and choose Organization Number CB549 to link to 

Second. A percentage of your purchases will be donated to the 

church. Thank you for helping us as you shop! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN ENROLLMENT HAPPENING NOW! 
Register for our 7-week summer session (June 8 ä July 22) or our Fall/Spring 

session which starts August 10. Spots are open in all age groups (5 

months to 5 years). Find program details for summer and fall 

sessions on our website at https://2ndmemphis.org/parents -day-

out/. To schedule a tour of our facility or for more information, 

contact PDO Director, Gwen Jenkins at pdo@2ndmemphis.org. 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity  

and ministry costs through  

May 20, 2021:  

Year-to-Date Receipts $366,320 

Year-to-Date Expenses $378,423 

Net                               ($ 12,103)  

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

¶ Cash and Checks  

¶ Text-to-Give: 901.401.9621  

¶ Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

¶ Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

¶ Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  



BEING RENEWED FROM THE INSIDE OUT 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship General Assembly 
Amid pandemics on a global scale and in our nation, in the midst of 

exhaustion and uncertainty, and preparing to face new seasons in our 

congregations and in our mission ä thereés hope found in Christ Jesus. 

In late August, youére invited to come and find hope and renewal at the 

2021 CBF General Assembly. The CBF Global General Assembly event is 

virtual. And new this year, in-person General Assembly experiences are 

being held in partnership with CBF state and regional organizations and local congregations. 

Tennessee CBF is partnering with our states nearby for an in-person gathering at St. Matthewés 

Baptist Church in Louisville on Thursday, August 26 and Friday, August 27.  

Through worship and learning, participants will be equipped to share in service to our calling 

and to the One who is the source of the renewal we seek. 

Watch for additional details on how to take part in upcoming congregational announcements.  

OUR CITY, OUR STORY 
Looking for a little summer reading? 

Check out the authors featured in MIFAés 

annual Our City, Our Story event that will 

take place in September. 

This year will feature acclaimed 

authors Kiese Laymon (How to Slowly Kill 

Yourself and Others in America) 

and Elizabeth Gilbert (Eat, Pray, Love). 

Together they will guide our community 

in a virtual event that invites us to consider important questions. How do we come 

together after a period of separationåphysical, due to the pandemic, but also 

political and ideological? How do we remember what we have in common? How do 

we heal? Laymon and Gilbert will explore these questions and more in a virtual 

conversation on September 14. 

Save the date now and stay tuned for more information about this exciting event!  

SENIOR RECOGNITION 
What a beautiful day to celebrate our high school seniors! Caroline Davis, Hart 

Gowen, Audrey McDonnell, Matthew Scoggins and Stuart Youngåwe thank God 

for you and are excited to see what your future holds. We truly hope that God will 

continue to bless each of you as you begin a new chapter in your life.  
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CHILDCARE 
Childcare is available during 11:00 a.m. worship for babies thru age 3. To ensure we have 

enough workers, we ask that families sign up each week using a Signup Genius in Family 

Ministry News. Contact Tanya with any questions.  

 

VBS 2021ơ TREASURED 

June 21-24 from 8:45 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 We are happy to announce that VBS will be in person for our 

Second Baptist children and their friends who have completed 

Kindergarten - 5th grade. Discovering Youére Priceless to God! 

Embark on an epic quest through hidden ruins, ancient caves, and 

dense jungles. Children will discover Godés greatest treasure isnét diamonds, gems, or gold

äit's them!  

Volunteers of all ages are neededåfrom youth to aboveåto travel with VBS children or 

help lead VBS themed lessons. To ensure the continued safety of our children, children 

and workers will wear a mask during VBS. Contact Catherine Denman at 

catherinesdenman@gmail.com to volunteer to help or for more information.  

 

PASSPORT 2021  

KIDS: JULY 16ơ20 ~ YOUTH: JULY 18ơ24  
We are excited to give our children and youth 

the chance to once again travel together to 

Passport Camp. Passport Camp offers the 

opportunity for campers to experience all 

aspects of the Christian life each day. 

Morning devotions, Bible study, mission 

projects, worship and fellowship. This yearés 

theme is STORY and they will revisit the 

stories that are part of the greatest story 

ever told. Hebrews 12:2a says æLet us keep 

our eyes fixed on Jesus, who is the author 

of our faith and the one who brings it to its 

goal.ç This summer, our campers will 

immerse themselves in that story and, hopefully, see their lives in that story as 

well.  

Passport Camp for the children will be held at Rock Eagle 4-H Center, in 

Eatonton, Georgia. Youth Passport Camp will be held on the campus of Furman 

University and their trip includes a white-water rafting adventure on the way to 

camp.  
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CROSSROADS  

Submissions: Material for inclusion 

in the monthly CrossRoads 

publication must be submitted by 

the 15th day of the month.  

Digital Option: To receive an 

electronic version only, please 

contact Annabeth Nixon at  

anixon@2ndmemphis.org.  

Next publication date:  

July 1, 2021 

Center Your Week: Those signed up 

to receive our communications via 

email will also receive our midweek 

update Center Your Week. 

mailto:catherinesdenman@gmail.com

