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DEACON ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION SERVICE 
On January 9 we will be ordaining two new deacons – Anne Bryan and Matt Meador – while 

also offering a time of blessing for each person who is serving in this important ministry role.  

One of the positive experiences to come out of the pandemic is the lesson we learned last 

year for sharing words of affirmation with the deacons we are ordaining. Although we 

anticipate being able to be together in person for worship, we are still inviting everyone to 

write notes of encouragement, a prayer, or a blessing to share.  

Here’s how it works: 

 Write a note to each deacon that offers your affirmation of their commitment to serve. 

 Bring the note with you to worship on January 9. Or, if you will not be able to attend, 

mail or drop the notes off at the church office no later than Wednesday, January 5. If 

you mail them, please send to: 

Second Baptist Church 

c/o Deacon Ordination 

4680 Walnut Grove Road 

Memphis, TN 38117 

The pandemic has continued to prove how much our deacon ministries matter. 

These servants of the church often do their work quietly, out of the spotlight, and in 

the relational ministries of tending to people in ways that do not draw vast 

amounts of attention. Nonetheless, their ministries make deep impacts on those 

who are served. 

Make plans to take part in this sacred time of blessing those who bless so many! 

2022 DEACONS 

 Carmen Anderson Amanda Gowen John Moore 

 Neil Boggan Ernie Harris Julia Pilgrim 

 Anne Bryan Catherine Lewis Rob Robertson 

 Greg Cotton Sharon Ludwig Mary Smith 

 Shan Criswell Matthew Meador Becky Wilson 

SUNDAY SCHOOL RESUMES ON JANUARY 9 
Thank you to everyone who took part in our combined adult Advent study! 

Now, following a holiday break for the two Sundays after Christmas, our 

Sunday school classes will resume meeting at 9:00 a.m. in the following 

locations: 

Adult 2 – Room 118 

Adult 4 – Room 216 (Crafts Room) 

Adult 5 – Room 113 

Adult 6 – Room 220 (Multipurpose Room) 

Adult 7 – Room 111 

Betty Sexton Class – Room 217 (Conference Room) 

Inside: 

From the Pastor……………….2 

Scatterings……………………….3 

Gatherings……………………….4 

2BC Updates…………………….5 

Family Matters………………….6 

Calendar…………………………...7 

Important Dates………………..8 

4680 Walnut Grove Road 

Memphis, TN 

Www.2ndmemphis.org 

 

 

 

 Volume 33 Issue 1 January 2022 

Encountering God at the  

of community and mission. 

 

INSIDE: 

From the Pastor……………...2 

2BC Updates.……………....3-4 

Family Ministry......................5 

Poinsettias..........................6-7 

 

4680 Walnut Grove Road 

Memphis, TN 

www.2ndmemphis.org 



A STEP ALONG THE WAY 
As we begin a new year, even with much of these last two pandemic years still persisting, I 

find myself returning to a prayer from the late Archbishop Oscar Romero that I revisit many 

Januarys.  Maybe like me, you are beginning this year with unfinished business that lingers 

from the last.  

Even then, the fresh calendar page awaits. No matter how many times we have experienced 

new years beginning, not one of us has ever marked this one. With the arrival of 2022 we face 

a new start.  

Consider this prayer from Archbishop Romero: 

It helps, now and then, to step back and take the long view. 

The Kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 

It is even beyond our vision. 

We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction of the magnificent  

enterprise that is God's work. 

Nothing we do is complete, 

Which is another way of saying that 

The Kingdom always lies beyond us. 

No statement says all that should be said. 

No prayer fully expresses our faith. 

No confession brings perfection. 

No pastoral visit brings wholeness. 

No program accomplishes the church's mission. 

No set of goals and objectives includes everything. 

This is what we are about. 

We plant the seeds that one day will grow. 

We water seeds already planted, 

Knowing that they hold future promise. 

We lay foundations that will need further development. 

We provide yeast that produces effects far beyond our capabilities. 

We cannot do everything, 

And there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. 

This enables us to do something, and to do it very well. 

It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, 

A step along the way, 

An opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest. 

We may never see the end results, 

But that is the difference 

Between the master builder and the worker. 

We are workers, not master builders, 

Ministers, not messiahs. 

We are prophets of a future that is not our own. 

Amen. 

I pray that, in the comings and goings of the first days of the new year, we will 

pause long enough “to step back and take the long view.”  

Know that I look forward to living into what we work on together this year as we 

keep developing what has already begun. 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 
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SERMON TOPICS 

January 2: Epiphany 

Title: Resolved 

Text: John 1:10-18 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 60:1-6 

 

January 9: Baptism, Deacon 

Ordination & Installation 

Title: Risky Rituals 

Text: Acts 8:14-17 

 

January 16: 

Title: Dangerous Divisions 

Text: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

OT Lesson: Psalm 36:5-10 

 

January 23: 

Daniel Johnson preaching 

 

January 30: 

Title: Jesus Just Doesn’t Care 

Text: Luke 4:21-30 

OT Lesson: Jeremiah 1:4-10 



FIRST CONGREGATIONAL MEETING OF THE YEAR SCHEDULED 

Wednesday, January 19 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom 

Throughout the year our congregation gathers to share ministry updates, report on the work 

of its various leadership teams, and decide together about different matters related to the 

operations of our church. Make plans to take part in the first congregational meeting of 2022 

on Wednesday, January 19. Watch for the link to the meeting in the week prior or contact 

Annabeth Nixon in the church office to receive the login information for this important time 

together.  

HOLIDAY CLOSING REMINDERS 
Please make note that the church office and Christian Family Life Center will be closed in 

observance of Martin Luther King Day on Monday, January 17. In the event of an urgent 

pastoral care need when the church office is closed, you may reach the minister on-call at 

901.604.6686. 

KENTUCKY DISASTER RESPONSE 
Last month, deadly storms devastated areas not far from us. Communities in Kentucky have 

been especially impacted and are now engaged in the long-term recovery efforts.  

Our ministry partners with Cooperative Baptist Fellowship of Kentucky are coordinating a 

second wave of volunteers and resources that helps the communities who are the most at 

risk as they begin to put their lives back together. In the coming days we may have 

opportunities for volunteers to respond onsite and to collect items to share with impacted 

communities. Watch for up-to-date communications in weekly emails and other church 

publications. 

If you would like to make a gift to support the disaster response efforts, you may 

donate directly to this cause at cbfky.org/tornado-disaster-response. 

BLESSED ARE THE ENCOURAGERS  
Proverbs 12:25 says, “Anxiety leads to 

depression, but a good word encourages.” 

Sadly, influenced heavily by the pandemic, 

our current mental health statistics prove 

the first half of this verse true. However, 

the second half of the verse is also true. 

Our faith tells us that and so does 

experience. This image is from a prayer 

our church sent to Sister Didi and the 

Refilwe Bophelo Clinic in 2016. On our 

last trip in 2019, Didi grabbed my hand 

and rushed me into the clinic to show me 

this prayer that still hangs in the clinic. 

She said to me, “See this. It is here 

because it reminds us that you are 

praying for us.” It was a humbling 

experience and a beautiful reminder that 

a personal touch – a simple card, text or email - can be the encouragement that 

our ministry partners need. As the new year begins, if you would like to encourage 

one of our ministry partners and let them know they are appreciated, contact 

Daniel.   
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GROUP GATHERING PROTOCOLS REMINDER 
With rising rates of coronavirus infections and evidence of another winter surge at hand, 

please take a moment to review the benchmarks that our COVID leadership team, in 

conjunction with our Sunday school leaders, developed last summer in the early days of the 

delta variant’s emergence.  

These benchmarks help us determine when we should suspend in-person worship services 

and classes and when, with appropriate precautions, we should plan to be together. These 

have been developed utilizing information available to us from the Centers for Disease Control 

and the Shelby County Health Department.  

Based on the seven-day average of COVID infections in our community: 

 When we have 51 or more coronavirus cases per 100,000 people, we will only have 

online worship and Sunday school.  

 When we have between 26-50 cases per 100,000 people we will have in-person 

worship only and Sunday school classes will meet online or outdoors. 

 When case numbers are between 10-25 per 100,000 then we will have all regularly 

scheduled activities but with masks and social distancing required while inside the 

church facilities. 

When cases fall below 10 per 100,000 – and based on other local guidelines – many of the 

above safety protocols can be relaxed. 

Please keep in mind that these benchmark numbers are a tool for our leadership team to 

use in guiding its decisions. As has been the case throughout the pandemic, our leaders 

remain sensitive to the unique needs and particular situations of our own congregation. 

 

COMMITMENTS TO SHARE, GIFTS THAT 

CONTINUE GIVING 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! We are so grateful for 

everyone who, through the last quarter of 2021, gave 

generously to invest in the mission and ministries of 

Second Baptist Church in what has been another uniquely 

challenging year. While we do not have final figures for 

last year’s financials at the time of this printing (those will 

be shared in the February issue of Crossroads), we do know that our people have 

responded well to the challenges before us. 

On the financial front for 2022, we go into the year with some things to 

celebrate from the outset.  Based on pledges made this past fall, many of our 

givers have promised to increase giving, representing more than $15,000 in 

additional offerings by current givers. We also have new giving commitments 

from people who had not submitted giving plans in the past. These gifts total 

more than $20,000 pledged to our ministries.  

Thank you for your generosity and your commitment to sharing the resources 

required for us to carry on this congregation’s mission and ministry ventures in 

this year and beyond! And, if you have not made a plan for giving in 2022, it’s 

not too late. Contact Patti Calvert, our church financial administrator, at 682.3395 

or pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org to learn more. 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity  

and ministry costs through  

December 24, 2021:  

Year-to-Date Receipts   $986,331 

Year-to-Date Expenses 1,021,858 

Net                                ($35,527) 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  



YOUTH ROOM UPDATE CONVERSATION: January 9 at 4:00 p.m. 
Youth and parents are invited for a conversation on making updates to our Youth Room. Right 

before the pandemic, the youth had begun conversations on making updates to the Youth 

Room; updates that would make them feel more at home and make it feel more like their space. 

After the success of the 2020 pumpkin patch, funds were set aside for this purpose so it’s more 

than time to revisit that conversation, make plans, and start updating. We believe this 

conversation and hope these updates will empower our youth, make them feel valued, and 

deepen ownership in their youth group.  

WINTER YOUTH SUMMIT 
Over Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend, 12 youth and 

three adults will travel to Huntsville, AL for a weekend 

retreat with youth from churches in Tennessee, 

Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia. The weekend will 

feature the preaching gifts of a dynamic preacher 

duo, the Reverends Chelsea and Darien Waite. 

Chelsea and Darien both serve on the staff of 

Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Ga, the historic 

home congregation of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

Worship will be led by Ryan Richardson who currently serves as the Associate Vice 

President for Student Life at Abilene Christian University and previously served as 

Associate Chaplain & Director of Worship at Baylor University for over 15 years. The 

theme for the retreat is “Dwell, in Me, in Us, in the World” and is inspired by the 84th 

Psalm. “Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself…Lord 

Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are 

ever praising you.” Please pray as our youth travel and learn the joy of finding rest 

and home in Jesus.  

TOILET BOWL 2021 
Calling all players and fans to come out for our annual youth 

Toilet Bowl. Last year the pandemic forced some redesigning of 

the game and it turned out to be more fun than ever. So, you 

definitely don’t want to miss this year’s fun and 

EXCITEMENT! Invite a friend! Come out to play! Come out to 

watch! Come out to BE TOGETHER! Just come! Youth arrive at 3:00 p.m. to warm 

up and select teams. Kickoff is at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday, February 13. 

PASSPORTKIDS CAMP: July 17-20, 2022 Rock Eagle 4-H Center, 

Eatonton, GA 

PASSPORTkids is a 4-day, 3-night children’s camp filled with fun faith-building 

programming and hands-on missions education. It is for students who have 

completed 3rd – 6th grade. At camp, our students will discover God’s love and 

practice being followers of Jesus through an active schedule of Bible studies, 

missions education, recreation, and worship. Save the date for your children and be 

ready for a great week at camp!  
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PASSPORT YOUTH 

PLANS 

Details coming soon!!! 



2021 Poinsettia Acknowledgements 
To the glory of God and in memory of…. 

Leigh McLain Frazier by Barbara & Jim McLain 

Robert Olin Smith, Catherine’s father, by the Denman Family 

Timothy Goldsmith by Gwen Sears 

Becky Webb by Carmen & Ron Anderson 

Imogene Anderson by Carmen & Ron Anderson 

Bud Anderson by Carmen & Ron Anderson 

Joel Smith by Mary C. Smith & Joan Smith 

Don Smith by Mary C. Smith & Joan Smith 

Lucy Coffman by Mary C. Smith & Joan Smith 

S.L. Moorhead by Mary C. Smith & Joan Smith 

Mabel Moorhead by Mary C. Smith & Joan Smith 

Mike Bryant by Cindy McIntyre 

Susan Harris by Cindy McIntyre 

Lem & Blondell Pearson by George & Lynette Pearson 

Connie & Margaret Hurley by George & Lynette Pearson 

Jeff & Betty Farmer by Greg & Debbie Cotton 

Van Cotton by Greg & Debbie Cotton 

Len & Geneva Wadlington by Lynn & Diane Wadlington 

Doug & Ona Walton by Lynn & Diane Wadlington 

Harold & Marcie Harness by Lynn & Diane Wadlington 

Bill Bendall by Ann Bendall 

Tom Williams by Ann Bendall 

Jane Paysinger by John & Janet Avis 

Bill Ware by John & Janet Avis 

Wade Yost by Pat & Tanya Mabry 

Doug Mabry by Pat & Tanya Mabry 

L.A. & Mary Mabry by Pat & Tanya Mabry 

Bill & Mary Lou Watkins by Pat & Tanya Mabry 

Bill Jennings by Theresa Jennings 

Dave & Julie Summons by Bill & Pam Summons 

Lewis & Marie Carlton by Bill & Pam Summons 

Seth Rowan by Rogers & Bonnie Smith 

Charles Martin by Jacqueline Martin 

David McCandless by Frankie Hromada 

Charlie Hromada by Frankie Hromada 

David McCandless by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Mike Bryant by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Joel Smith by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Seth Rowan by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Audrey Morris by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Mary Rose Hardin by Ken Hardin 

Hazel Briggs by Ken Hardin 
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Walter Briggs by Ken Hardin 

Audrey Morris by Mark Morris 

Charles Morris by Mark Morris 

Frank Huffman by Martha Huffman 

Mike Bryant by Janice Bryant 

Mike Bryant by Amanda Hall 

Mike Bryant by Ashley Roseberry 

Wayne & Dorothy Robertson by Rob & Mary Dee Robertson  

Herschel & Martha Martin by Rob & Mary Dee Robertson  

Anna Craig by Jim & Lenore Rae 

Warren Craig by Jim & Lenore Rae 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Bierbrodt by Bart & Pam Harris 

Judge & Mrs. Phil B. Harris by Bart & Pam Harris 

 

“He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

Revelation 21:4 

 

To the glory of God and in honor of… 
Pat & Tanya Mabry by Leigh & Zoey Adams 

Katharine Huffman by Leigh & Zoey Adams 

Holley McLain Ring by Barbara & Jim McLain 

Kristie Goldsmith by Gwen Sears 

David Sears by Gwen Sears 

Dorothy & Gough Wheat by Ann Bendall 

Joan Smith by Mary C. Smith 

Kelly, Victoria, Elizabeth, & Edward George by George & Lynette Pearson 

William & Claudia Mabry & Family by Pat & Tanya Mabry 

Katie & Jason Walker & Family by Pat & Tanya Mabry 

Hain Crow by Bill & Pam Summons 

Dr. Stephen Cook by Frankie Hromada 

John Avis by Rogers & Bonnie Smith 

Second Baptist Staff by Rogers & Bonnie Smith 

Second Baptist Staff by Jacqueline Martin 

Second Baptist Staff by Ken Hardin 

Katharine Huffman by Martha Huffman 

 

“A good name is better than fine perfume, and the day of death better  

than the day of birth.” Ecclesiastes 7:1 
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY   

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  

 

STAFF  

Dr. Stephen Cook  

Senior Pastor  

Mr. Larry Denman  

Minister of  

Music & Worship  

Rev. Daniel Johnson  

Associate Pastor 

Mrs. Tanya Mabry  

Minister of  

Children & Families 


