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CELEBRATING MILESTONE ANNIVERSARIES AT SECOND 
This month marks two milestone anniversaries in our ministry staff. Daniel Johnson is 

celebrating 10 years with us, and Larry Denman is celebrating five years of service here. 

Over the course of the last decade, Daniel’s role and responsibilities have evolved in a 

wide variety of ways. His energy and creativity, his clear sense of calling to continue 

expanding and engaging the congregation’s impact in our community and beyond, as 

well as his ability to adapt to ever-changing needs has proven invaluable to our life 

together. Daniel’s vision for the church making its presence felt in the spirit of 

Christian hospitality and care is evident in a whole host of relationships he fosters 

and leads.  

Likewise, Larry has been giving shape and leadership to our church’s music 

ministry in his bi-vocational role for the last five years, all while balancing the 

demands of full-time teaching. Larry brings creativity and a heart for worship that 

is Christ-centered, cohesive, and accessible for everyone. Especially during the 

pandemic, Larry has given untold numbers of hours to making certain that we 

have never missed a week of Sunday worship. His technical skills have enhanced 

and expanded our reach as we have moved into online spaces over these last 

years. 

As of this issue’s printing, our personnel committee is coordinating plans for 

honoring Daniel and Larry with the most current health and safety guidelines. 

Watch for additional information about ways we will be able to publicly honor 

them both. 

In the meantime, please be sure to offer your congratulations and express 

your appreciation to both of these ministers who lead us well through their 

faithful service. 
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IN SUPPORT OF HOLY HOSPITALITY 
Elsewhere in this issue of Crossroads you will see information about a project our 

congregation is undertaking this month. We are asking people in our Second family to share 

books and educational games for children who have experienced homelessness and are in 

transition to stable housing. Please make sure you take a moment to get the details about that 

and then take part in this way of serving some of our vulnerable neighbors in need. 

I want to use this space to share some of the background behind this and make you aware of 

the opportunity we have to build a ministry partnership that continues a legacy that is very 

much at the heart of our congregation’s mission and values. 

More than a decade ago, Room in the Inn Memphis was created as a means for congregations 

in our community to provide safe shelter, warm meals, and gracious hospitality to people 

without secure housing during the coldest months of the year. Reverend Lisa Anderson has 

worked tirelessly over the last 13 years cultivating relationships with congregations and 

community resource partners to provide this kind of care to our neighbors. 

Early in my tenure at Second, I met Lisa and learned about this ministry. However, at the time, 

our church was invested in the Memphis Interfaith Hospitality Network (that became Family 

Promise) and its approach to addressing homelessness.  

Just as the pandemic was beginning in 2020, Family Promise was coming to its end. Now we 

have an opportunity to consider new partnerships and ways of walking alongside others 

who are committed to caring for those who face the challenges of housing insecurity.  

Room in the Inn Memphis has seen remarkable growth in its work across the years. While 

continuing to rely on congregations to provide housing and meals during the winter 

months, the ministry has also moved into a permanent location at 409 Ayers Street, near 

the Crosstown Concourse. There, they are able to provide recuperative care to people 

who are discharged from area hospitals, but do not have stable housing to return to for 

their ongoing medical needs. They also have space where up to 14 families can be 

housed and connected with community resources and a whole host of social services. 

Families, referred primarily through MIFA’s rapid rehousing personnel, are able to stay 

at Room in the Inn until they are ready to transition into stable housing. 

Last month I was touring their facility and saw they have a children’s library. Lisa 

pointed out to me that the shelves are not yet full and that they hope to complete 

this in the months ahead, particularly since the woman who started the library and 

had a passion for children’s literacy passed away from COVID in the early days of 

the pandemic. 

We have a chance to help make that dream a reality and I hope you will join me in 

that. Our church’s mission team will be exploring ways we can develop and 

deepen a partnership with Room in the Inn. But, for now, we know a need that we 

can assist in meeting. Make sure to check the Amazon Wishlist we have created 

with information about books and games to give. We will be collecting these 

items through the month of February.  

Father Charles Strobel, founder of Room in the Inn Nashville, captures the spirit 

of this ministry and the mission behind it with his observation that, “When 

someone experiences hospitality and safety and a feeling of belonging, they 

experience sanctuary. Sanctuary is defined by the people, not the space. Everyone 

can become an expression of sanctuary. Ultimately, sanctuary offers one an 

experience of something sacred, something holy.” 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 
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SERMON TOPICS 

February 6: 

Title: Stepping Down and  

Out 

Text: Luke 5:1-11 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 6:1-8 

 

February 13: 

Title: Full, But Feeling Empty 

Text: Luke 6:17-26 

OT Lesson: Jeremiah 17:5-10 

 

February 20: 

Title: Risky Rituals 

Text: Acts 8:14-17 

 

February 27: Transfiguration 

Sunday 

Title: Awestruck 

Text: Luke 9:28-36 

OT Lesson: Psalm 99 

 



ONSITE SUNDAY SCHOOL AND WORSHIP RESUME 
Beginning Sunday, February 6 we will return to Sunday school and worship in the building at 

Second Baptist. Please note the continued health and safety protocols we are following as we 

come back into these spaces: 

• Everyone should wear a mask covering the nose and mouth at all times while in the 

building. 

• Everyone should maintain safe physical distances in classrooms and in the sanctuary. 

Please do not come onsite if you are experiencing any symptoms that may contribute to the 

spread of coronavirus. Instead, take advantage of our hybrid Sunday school options and 

livestream worship until symptoms resolve. 

Please note the locations for adult Sunday school gatherings: 

Adult 2 – Room 118 

Adult 4 – Room 216 (Crafts Room) 

Adult 5 – Room 113 

Adult 6 – Room 220 (Multipurpose Room) 

Adult 7 – Room 111 

Betty Sexton Class – Room 217 (Conference Room) 

DEACON ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION SERVICE RESCHEDULED 
Due to the surge in COVID infections in our community last month, the annual deacon 

ordination and installation service originally planned for early January has been 

rescheduled. On Sunday, February 20 we will honor the ministry of all deacons and take 

part in the sacred tradition of ordination for two new deacons serving among us, Anne 

Bryan and Matt Meador. 

Because of current health conditions, we will again be modifying our ordination plans. 

Each person in the Second family is asked to write a note of encouragement and 

blessing to share with Anne and Matt. During the time that we would typically share 

in the laying on of hands, we will instead give worshipers the chance to come forward 

and present those written gifts to them.  

If you are not able to be present on that Sunday, please send your blessings to our 

two newest deacons by mailing those to the church office by Wednesday, February 

16.  

2021 YEAR END FINANCIAL REPORT 
During our congregational meeting in January, our Finance Committee reported 

good news from the year just finished. 

On the whole, our receipts from all sources (offerings, community partners, 

Parents’ Day Out, Pumpkin Patch, etc.) exceeded our expenses for the year. The 

generosity of our Second family is a remarkable gift to celebrate, particularly in 

these uncertain times. Our congregation’s leadership has worked hard to be wise 

stewards of the resources you share and to manage expenses in a manner that 

does not compromise our commitments to mission and ministry. 

Thank you to everyone who shares in the ministry of giving! Your gifts make a 

difference not only in the life of our church, but in the lives of people all over the 

world! 

If you would like to review a detailed financial report from 2021, please contact 

Patti Calvert in the church office. 
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GRACE UNBOUNDED:  

THE SEASON OF LENT BEGINS ON MARCH 2 
Mark your calendars for our annual 40-day journey that leads us 

to the celebration of the empty tomb at Easter. The Lenten season 

begins with Ash Wednesday on March 2. We will worship together 

that evening at 6:00 and will do so with the necessary 

accommodations made in light of coronavirus conditions at that 

time. 

Also, we are providing Lenten devotionals to everyone who would 

like to receive one. Grace Unbounded provides daily devotions for 

each day from Ash Wednesday to Easter. Devotions begin with an 

evocative image and a brief passage from the Gospel of Luke. Different writers bring their 

unique voices and pastoral wisdom to the texts with quotations to ponder, reflections, and 

prayers. 

The devotional books will be available for pickup at the church beginning February 15. If you 

are unable to get a book in person, please contact the church office and we will be sure 

everyone who wants one is able to get one. 

PANCAKES AND TRIVIA  
After taking a pandemic hiatus in 2021, we are bringing back our annual trivia night on 

Sunday, March 6 (COVID rain date Sunday, March 27) at 5:00 p.m. Whether you love trivia 

or just people, this event is a wonderful time for all generations of the church to connect, 

consume, celebrate, and compete. The evening will be led by our Questionnaire 

Extraordinaire, Chris Bryan, and, as always, there will be questions from various 

categories and PRIZES will be given away. Prizes include door prizes, prizes for the 

winning table, prizes for the table with the largest difference in age, and more. You 

can sign up for trivia night online via Center Your Week or by calling the church 

office. And remember, you can sign up as an individual or as a whole table. All the 

fun begins at 5:00 p.m. with dinner, followed by trivia starting at 5:45 p.m. Childcare 

and transportation for those unable or uncomfortable driving in the evening is 

available. Contact Tanya to reserve a spot in childcare and contact Daniel if you 

need transportation. We need this folks, so come out for some fun and fellowship.   

TENNESSEE CBF GENERAL ASSEMBLY:  

Immanuel Baptist Church (Nashville) 
Friday and Saturday, April 29-30 

Registration opens Tuesday, February 15 

Save the date and make plans to take part in the 30th anniversary Tennessee 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship General Assembly. This year’s theme is “Through 

the Eyes of Jesus” and 

will feature renowned 

Baptist historian Bill 

Leonard, founding 

dean of the Wake 

Forest University 

School of Divinity. 

Watch for more details 

in the weeks ahead but 

make plans to take part 

now! 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity  

and ministry costs through  

January 27, 2021:  

Year-to-Date Receipts  $73,917 

Year-to-Date Expenses  69,502 

Net                               $ 4,415 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  



ROOM IN THE INN BOOK  

AND GAME DRIVE 
Room in the Inn Memphis provides the gift of holy 

hospitality to neighbors in our community who need 

safe shelter. Up to 14 families experiencing 

homelessness are able to stay in space that Room in 

the Inn operates year-round for some of our area’s most vulnerable citizens. 

In February, our congregation is collecting children’s books and educational games for the 

library they operate. Visit the Amazon Wishlist we have created in order to share books and 

games for the children in their care. We’ve also included a list on page 6 of books and games. 

You can drop-off items at the church anytime during the month.  

For additional information about this mission opportunity, please contact Daniel Johnson. To 

learn more about Room in the Inn and their ministry, visit https://ritimemphis.org/.  

WINTER SOCCER AT SECOND BAPTIST 
When COVID numbers allow, Second Baptist will be partnering with Play Where You Stay 

(PWYS) to offer indoor instructional soccer for children 5-11 years old. Play Where You Stay 

is a local non-profit providing barrier-free soccer developmental programs so all children 

can have access to the world’s most popular game. Sign up a child to join the fun or help 

spread the word to our community. And be sure to watch for details about our spring 

outdoor seasons with PWYS. Recommended costs are $10/week, however, no one unable 

pay is ever turned away.  
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ROOM IN THE INN CHILDREN’S  

BOOK & GAME DRIVE LIST 
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The Snowy Day 

Where the Wild Things Are 

The Old Truck 

Miss Rumphius 

The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses 

Hello Lighthouse 

Tar Beach 

The Undefeated 

Goodnight Moon 

Freight Train 

Good Dog, Carl (series) 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

But Not the Hippopotamus 

Go, Dog. Go! 

The Napping House 

Last Stop on Market Street 

Story Boat 

Jabari Jumps 

The Rabbit Listened 

Sulwe 

I Am Enough 

Each Kindness 

Wherever I Go 

Front Desk 

A Chair for My Mother 

Hair Love 

The Boxcar Children (series) 

Stellaluna 

Corduroy 

A Sick Day for Amos McGee 

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, 

No Good, Very Bad Day 

The Monster at the End of this Book 

Bowwow Powwow 

Elephant & Piggie (series) 

Henry and Mudge (series) 

Dog Man (series) 

Beautiful Blackbird 

The Gruffalo 

Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel 

The Book With No Pictures 

Where the Sidewalk Ends 

Hidden Figures 

The Oldest Student 

Josephine 

Little Bear (series) 

Anna Hibiscus (series) 

Junie B. Jones (series) 

Ways to Make Sunshine 

From the Desk of Zoe Washington 

New Kid 

The Wild Robot 

 

Educational Games 

Monopoly Jr 

Robot Turtles 

My First Castle Panic 

Math Rush 

Professor Noggin’s President’s Trivia    

Game 

Blokus 

Problem Solved! 

Tri-Facta 

Engineering Ants 

Miss Bernard is a Wild Card 

Bananagrams 

Boggle 



 

 

 

 

 

 

TOILET BOWL 2022: FEBRUARY 13 AT 2:30 PM 
Are you ready for the mayhem that is our annual youth 

Toilet Bowl? With a few rule changes last year, the big 

game was more exciting than ever! So, invite a friend and 

come out for more scoring, great plays, and safe, outdoor 

fun. The Toilet Bowl is a wonderful time of fellowship for 

our youth and a unique opportunity for caring adults to offer encouragement by cheering on 

every youth. For youth, arrive at 2:00 p.m. and dress for the weather conditions. For fans, bring 

a lawn chair, dress for the conditions and be ready for kickoff at 2:30 p.m.  

YOUTH SPRING RETREAT 

APRIL 1-3 · NATCHEZ TRACE STATE PARK 
Second Baptist youth will join with youth from First Baptist Church in Memphis and youth 

from Delta Hands for Hope in Shaw, MS for a weekend of discipleship and fun. More 

information coming next month but save the date and either plan for your youth to attend 

or plan to pray for this weekend retreat.  

PASSPORT YOUTH CAMP 

JULY 10-16 · BEREA COLLEGE 
Our youth will hit the road again this summer 

for a week of fun and spiritual growth at 

Passport Camp in Berea, Kentucky. Passport 

camps provide youth with daily bible study, worship, and mission along with evening 

fellowships like the annual Passport dance and variety shows. Youth going to 

Passport also have the chance to create memories and deepen relationships with 

youth in our Second Baptist group as well as youth from around the country. The 

cost of camp is $400 and includes a before camp adventure. A $100 deposit is due 

by Sunday, March 6 with a second $100 payment due Sunday, April 24. Final 

payment is due by Sunday, June 5. Contact Daniel with questions, to sign up, or if 

you are interested in chaperoning.  

KIDS CAMP 

JULY 17-20 · EATONTON, GEORGIA 
Join us for summer #2 at PassportKids camp hosted again at Rock Eagle 4-H 

Center in Eatonton, Georgia. All students who have completed grades 3-5 can 

attend and enjoy Bible studies, mission education, recreation, and worship. Just 

ask anyone who went last year, and they will be able to share their fun times with 

outdoor games, a huge slide at the pool and meeting other campers and 

Passport counselors! The cost of camp is $350 and includes a before camp 

adventure. A $100 deposit is due by Sunday, March 6 with a second $100 

payment due Sunday, April 24. Final payment is due by Sunday, June 5. Contact 

Tanya with questions, to sign up, or if you are interested in chaperoning.  

**You can make payments for either Passport camp by scanning the QR code.** 
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  

 

STAFF  

Dr. Stephen Cook  

Senior Pastor  

Mr. Larry Denman  

Minister of  

Music & Worship  

Rev. Daniel Johnson  

Associate Pastor 

Mrs. Tanya Mabry  

Minister of  

Children & Families 


