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PRAY 8:28 
In our congregational meeting on May 1, we heard the call to pray for specific opportunities 

in the life of our church community. Each week between now and our next congregational 

meeting on August 7, we will have a different prayer focus in our worship services and Center 

Your Week messages. We also ask you to personally pray for the future of our Second 

Community once a week (you pick the day) at either 8:28 a.m. or 8:28 p.m. 

Looking to God who works all things together for good,  

and looking to Jesus the perfecter of our faith, we pray: 

1.That we will listen for and discern God’s will rightly.  

2.That God will raise up leaders to help guide and take responsibility for our four priorities 

(spiritual formation, intergenerational ministry, telling our story, and hospitality). 

3.That God will bless and resource our endeavors as a community.   

4.That God will strengthen and grow all areas of our Second Community. 

5.That God will strengthen our commitment to God’s vision and one another.  

6.That we will be more faithful than successful.   

7.That our efforts will help people better understand God’s love for them.   

8.That people will be drawn to follow Jesus faithfully by our efforts.   

9.That God will keep shaping our community into an authentic representation of Christ.  

10.That our efforts will help young people develop a faith that lasts a lifetime.  

11.That we will be shaped by a spirit of courage and not fear. 

12.That we will be united in Christ and our community will know us by our love. 

13.That God will rid us of the sins that slow us down and prevent us from moving 

forward. 

“We know that God works all things together for good for the ones who love 

God, for those who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

MARY ROSE HARDIN CONCERT SERIES  
The Second Baptist Church Mary Rose Hardin Concert Series is pleased to host 

the Walker Symphony Orchestra in concert on Tuesday, May 17 at 7:00 p.m. 

Under the direction of Jerald Allen Walker, Jr. this orchestra 

is comprised of fifty volunteer musicians of all ages from our 

Memphis Community. Jerald is a recent graduate of the 

University of Memphis, with a degree in Music Composition, 

directs the orchestra at his former school, Colonial Middle, 

and performs with Ensemble X. The repertoire for the 

evening will include the Bach Brandenburg Concerto No. 3, 

Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto with Adam Alter as soloist, and 

Beethoven’s Symphony No. 1. We invite friends and 

neighbors to enjoy this delightful evening as Second Baptist 

supports our community’s musicians.  
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LOOK AGAIN: A NEW VISION 

“Do not remember the former things, 

or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

Our Second family came together at the beginning of this month to share an important 

conversation about the life and work of our church as we look to our future together.  Over 

the coming months, we will be hearing and sharing more about what is taking shape in our 

congregational community as we give focused attention to the challenges and opportunities 

we are encountering.   

At our core, I believe the future for Second Baptist is being shaped by this vision for ministry.  

I believe this is what God is leading us to embrace:  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH IS A CENTER OF CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 

God continues to show us and remind us that more people come TO our church Monday 

thru Saturday than FOR church on Sunday. God is showing us that the harvest is plentiful 

and we have opportunities at our doorstep – quite literally!   

Therefore, I believe God is calling us to be and become more than just a church for 

members but a center of Christian community for a wider audience.  What we do and who 

we are needs should be seen through the lens of our entire Second Community.   

With that in mind, in our congregational meeting we talked about four primary areas of 

focus for our church: 

FOCUS ONE: SPIRITUAL FORMATION / MAKING DISCIPLES 

We’re not looking to make church members, we’re more interested in making disciples 

of Jesus. 

FOCUS TWO: INTERGENERATIONAL MINISTRY 

We’re not looking for ways simply to attract young people, we’re looking to equip 

people of all ages with a faith that endures.   

FOCUS THREE: TELLING OUR STORY 

We’re not looking to tell people about the goodness of Second Baptist, we’re 

looking at how Second Baptist gets to share God’s goodness with others.  

FOCUS FOUR: HOSPITALITY 

We’re not looking for outreach gimmicks to meet people, we’re looking at how 

to be generous with people where we find them and offer God’s grace and 

goodness to them. 

We have much more to discern and discover together as we pursue God’s 

direction in these areas.  This is an exciting season of our life together and I am 

eager for us to go where God leads! 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 

EASTER 2022 
What a joyous Easter Season we had together with our 2BC family! We enjoyed 

a delicious fish lunch with family and friends AND shared God’s love with others 

by delivering tulips and eggs for hunting. What a blessing it is to be a part of this 

beautiful family at Second Baptist! 
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SERMON TOPICS 

May 1: 

Title: The Truth About Eyes, 

Hearts, and Minds 

Text: Acts 9:1-20 

OT Lesson: Psalm 30 

 

May 8:  

Title: Beware the Snatchers! 

Text: John 10:22-30 

OT Lesson: Psalm 23 

 

May 15: Youth Sunday 

William Keith and Harrison 

Moffatt preaching 

 

May 22: 

Daniel Johnson preaching 

 

May 29:  

Title: Strange Glory 

Text: John 17:20-26 

OT Lesson: Psalm 97 



BHUA MARKS ANOTHER MILESTONE 
In 2017, the Brinkley Heights Urban Academy (BHUA) celebrated its first graduating class of 

high school seniors. Since its inception and continuing now, members of Second Baptist 

Church have been deeply invested in this private Christian school for at-risk inner-city 

children.  

On Friday, May 13 our church is privileged to play host again to the commencement exercises 

for BHUA beginning at 6:00 p.m. in our sanctuary, followed by a reception afterwards. The two 

graduates from the Class of 2022 are Courtney Gregory and Jeremiah King. Courtney has been 

with BHUA since pre-k and plans to attend Southwest Community College with his ultimate 

goal to become a mortician and own his own funeral home one day. Jeremiah came to BHUA in 

the sixth grade and also plans to attend Southwest Community College. Jeremiah’s goal is to 

study physical therapy and become a sports therapist. This is a wonderful night to share 

encouragement and support to the students, teachers, and administrators of one of our long-

time ministry partners making a deep impact in our community. 

YOUTH SUNDAY AND SENIOR RECOGNITION · SUNDAY, MAY 15 
Youth Sunday is a day to empower, encourage, and be led by our youth. We offer youth the 

chance to lead by teaching adult Sunday school classes and using their gifts to lead worship. 

In Psalm 144, the psalmist prays, “May our sons in their youth be like plants full grown, our 

daughters like corner pillars, cut for the building of a palace.” We share this same hope and 

prayer for our youth and Youth Sunday is an opportunity for our youth to grow in stature 

and wisdom. That spiritual growth also happens when caring adults take time to 

personally encourage our youth. So, as we have the last two years, we invite anyone to 

give the youth a SHOUT OUT and share how much you appreciate what they offered. 

You can: 1) Post your comment on the Second Baptist Facebook page (a specific post 

for comments will be published Sunday morning) or 2) Email Daniel. At the conclusion 

of our worship service, we will recognize and celebrate our graduating seniors: 

Precious Hurt, William Keith, and Harrison Moffatt. As a part of that recognition, 

anyone in the congregation is welcome to come forward and join in the singing of 

“Ancient Words” to our seniors.  

SUMMER FUN EVENTS 
Our Vacation Bible School this summer will look a bit different! People of all ages 

are invited to join us for our INTERGENERATIONAL Super Sundays! Join us for 

music, activities, Bible lessons, and dinner on Sunday, June 12 and Sunday, June 26 

from 4:30-7:30 p.m. Our “Intergenerational 2BC Family” will learn about the Fruit 

of the Spirit using Sparkhouse's Journey Together curriculum. We will need help 

preparing and serving food, performing in skits, playing music, and preparing and 

leading the crafts. Childcare for those under 3 will be available. Reserve your spot 

for June by following the link in our Center Your Week email. Contact Catherine 

Denman @catherinesdenman@gmail.com or Tanya at tmabry@2ndmemphis.org 

or with any questions or to volunteer! 

It won’t be long before school is out, so it’s time to get ready for summer for 

parents and children alike! We will kick off summer with a Fantastic Friday Fun 

Night on June 3, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Parents, drop your kids off at church and head 

out on a date, or just hit the aisles of Target without little ones in tow. We will 

have fun activities and dinner for the kids. YOUTH: We would love for you to help 

and have fun! Summer programming will conclude with a back-to-school Fantastic 

Friday Fun Night on August 5, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Reserve your spot for June by 

following the link in our Center Your Week email. It’s going to be a fun time! 
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HOLIDAY 

CLOSING 

REMINDER 
Please note that the 

church office and 

Christian Family Life 

Center will be closed 

on Monday, May 30 in 

observance of the 

Memorial Day holiday. 

In the event of an 

urgent pastoral care 

need during that time, 

please contact the 

minister on call at 

901.604.6686. 



WE’RE CALLED TO BE SET APART  
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 15:14-16) 

As followers of Jesus, we’re called to be set apart from the world. That includes the way that 

we think about money.  

Followers of Jesus are called to use their money differently. God is our provider; the Holy 

Spirit, our guide; Jesus, our compass and model. That paradigm doesn’t just apply to making 

decisions like who to marry or what kind of job to take. It also applies to how we use our 

financial resources.  

As we approach summer with all our extra traveling and activities, will you consider setting up 

recurring gifts to God through Second Baptist? These can be arranged through our online 

processor, Vanco.com, the Vanco app, or through bill-payment services (consult your bank 

for details).  

Thank you for your gifts. Jesus is Alive! All praise to Him! (adapted from Tithe.ly) 

PICKLEBALL: COMING SOON TO THE CFLC  
Pickleball, one of the fastest growing sports in the country, 

will soon be offered in the Christian Family Life Center. 

Pickleball is a sport for all ages played with a paddle and 

whiffle ball on a badminton-sized court and a tennis-

style net. Several unique rules favor players with less 

mobility and allow senior players to compete successfully with younger competitors. 

Watch upcoming church communications for the days and times when you can reserve 

one of two pickle ball courts that will be set up in the gymnasium.  

ON THE MOVE: A summer fitness challenge with a mission 
From June 1 to August 1, you are invited to get On the Move with Second Baptist 

Church for a good cause, supporting Together for Hope and their work in the 339 

counties with persistent rural poverty. Participants choose their own fitness activity 

(walk, run, ride, swim, paddle, hike, dog walk, 

etc.), set their own goals, and work at their 

own pace to support their physical and 

emotional health. Participants support 

Together for Hope by signing 

up online and paying the $30 registration 

fee. $10 of the registration fee goes 

toward a Together for Hope partner (we 

encourage supporting Together for Hope 

Arkansas) and the remaining $20 (less t-

shirt cost) goes to support the national 

Together for Hope organization. There is 

also a separate 50-mile challenge for 

children and families with a smaller $15 

registration fee. Invite friends and plan to 

join us this summer. Also, watch for details 

on a kickoff event being planned for 

Wednesday, June 1.  
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity  

and ministry costs through  

April 28, 2022:  

Year-to-Date Receipts  $343,770 

Year-to-Date Expenses   359,682 

Net                               ($  15,912) 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  



AN UPDATE FROM UKRAINE 
Gennady and Mina Podgaisky serve as CBF field 

personnel in Kyiv and are currently on home 

assignment in North Carolina. The following update is 

from CBF Communications. 

The Podgaiskys continue to work with their networks 

to provide friends and neighbors with evacuation 

information and connecting Ukrainians to resources in 

the country such as transportation, relocation to 

safety, and contact information for medical advice and the location of food/shelter. 

They are also sending funds contributed by Cooperative Baptists through the CBF Ukraine 

Relief Fund to trusted ministry partners and individuals in Kyiv, Romania and Spain to provide 

humanitarian relief. 

Gennady and Mina are counselors and have been providing around-the-clock emotional 

support to ministry partners, church council, church members, Bible study members, and 

other friends and neighbors. Below are several recent updates from the Podgaiskys: 

On Thursday, we received a video that showed unexploded mines and ammunition at the 

Village of Hope close to the Lighthouse, the building that was destroyed. It is not safe to 

go to the rest of the property and see if there is any more damage until experts clear 

the property. 

We also learned that the house of the former construction manager of the Village of 

Hope was destroyed in Irpin. Many volunteer teams stayed in his house for many 

years. Lately, three of his adult children with their families lived in that house. 

Nobody was in the house when it was bombed. Most likely it was a Ukrainian 

bombing because there was a Russian tank hiding next to the house. There are 

remains of the Russian tank on the back of the house. 

Yet we have good news! Gennady just heard from the colleague counselor that 

evacuated the city of Mariupol. She, her daughter and granddaughter, had been 

in the basement for 30 days with no communication. She made it to the Russian 

controlled area, Donesk, through a humanitarian corridor. The whole family was 

sick for several days – stress-related sickness. They are now in St. Petersburg, 

Russia, hoping to move into Estonia. 

 

SUMMER BUILDING USE AT SECOND  
Our Second Baptist community is expanding, and the building will be buzzing 

once again this summer. The Strive School of Music is returning and leading their 

summer camp from the last week of May through the first week of July. As you 

see their director, Ken Jackson, or camp participants, be sure to say hello and 

make them feel welcome. In addition, youth mission teams from across the 

country will stay at Second Baptist for several weeks in July while learning and 

serving in Memphis through Praying Pelican Missions. As you see their students 

and their leaders, be sure to “extend hospitality” to them as well. With each 

person who visits, stays overnights, comes to vote, plays in the gym, takes music 

lessons, attends a camp, or interacts with Second Baptist in any way, is a part of our 

community and brings with them the opportunity for us to share and show the love 

of Christ. 
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UBUNTU: YOUTH SPRING 

RETREAT 
Youth from First and Second 

Baptist Churches in Memphis 

joined together for a retreat at 

Natchez Trace State Park over the 

first weekend of April. Although 

both groups entered the weekend not knowing and unsure of one another, they left the 

weekend looking forward to seeing each other again this summer at Passport Camp. This 

transition happened as these youth from different churches opened themselves up and 

discovered the best of one another, as we are called to do in Christ. They lived out the 

scriptures they studied and left better for it.  

 

PASSPORT YOUTH CAMP 

JULY 10-16 · BEREA COLLEGE 

FEMALE CHAPERONE NEEDED! 
Our youth will hit the road again this summer for a week of fun and spiritual growth at 

Passport Camp in Berea, Kentucky. This year’s theme is BIG and our focal verse is Isaiah 

43: 18–19a. “The Lord says, ‘Forget what happened before, and do not think about the 

past. Look at the new thing I am going to do. It is already happening. Don’t you see 

it?’” A week at Passport camp is a week full of daily Bible studies, worship services, 

and serving along with evening fellowships like the annual Passport dance and 

variety show. Youth also have the chance to create memories and deepen 

relationships with youth from Second Baptist and youth from around the country. 

Camp cost is $400 and includes a before camp adventure. For those who have 

registered, final payment is due by Sunday, June 5. Contact Daniel if you have not 

registered but would like to attend OR if you are willing to be our female 

chaperone. 

  

KIDS CAMP 

JULY 16-20 · EATONTON, GEORGIA 
If you haven’t signed up yet or you have a friend who would love to join us for 

PassportKids camp, there is still time! All students who have completed grades 

3-5 can attend and enjoy Bible studies, mission education, recreation, and 

worship at camp hosted again at Rock Eagle 4-H Center in Eatonton, Georgia. 

Just ask anyone who went last year, and they will be able to share their fun 

times with outdoor games, a huge slide at the pool and meeting other campers 

and Passport counselors! The cost of camp is $350 and includes a before camp 

adventure. Final payment is due by Sunday, June 5. Contact Tanya with 

questions, to sign up, or if you are interested in chaperoning.  

 

**You can make payments for either Passport camp by scanning the QR code.** 
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  
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