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SECOND’S MARKING A MILESTONE! 
On July 22, 1962, a group of Christians gathered to constitute a new congregation in 

our community. Second Baptist Church was born 60 years ago this month and, on 

Sunday, July 24, we will celebrate that milestone as part of our worship that morning. 

Make plans to be present that day as we gather at the Lord’s Table and remember 

God’s grace for all and what unites us as a Second family. We will also share a special 

offering to support the benevolence ministries of our deacons as we continue to live 

into our calling to care for and meet the needs of our neighbors in need. 

Join us as we worship and give thanks for nearly six decades of worship, work, and 

witness at Second! 

DEACON NOMINATIONS BEGIN THIS MONTH 
Beginning Sunday, July 24 and going through Sunday, August 14, members of 

Second Baptist Church are invited to submit names of qualified persons willing 

to serve as deacons on a three-year term beginning in January of 2023. The 

deacon selection committee wishes to receive feedback from as many church 

members as possible during this time. 

Nomination forms will be available online at 2ndmemphis.org or in the church 

office. Please prayerfully consider those persons qualified to serve and return 

the form to the church office, by mail, or by emailing info@2ndmemphis.org.  

SUMMER SABBATH IS HERE 
Remember that during the month of July we scale back our activities and enjoy 

a break from some of the regular routines of congregational life. Although the 

past year has seen a multitude of adjustments, the ministries of our church 

and its leaders have persisted. During this month our committees and 

leadership teams break from their usual meetings as we prepare for a full 

and active season ahead when schools resume and we return to some more 

familiar congregational rhythms.  
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THANKS, AND YES 
Ten years ago this month, we were on the cusp of celebrating Second’s Jubilee. The 50th 

anniversary of our church in 2012 was marked by big events and wonderful reunions.  

Now, a decade later, we are preparing to mark 60 years of faithful mission and ministry in 

this community and beyond. No one reading this needs me to state the obvious: much has 

happened in our life together in these last 10 years. More than we expected, good and bad, 

hard and happy. These years have been a defining time in our life together. And, through it all, 

God has been faithful and gracious. 

We will not have near the same degree of celebratory happenings this month as we did in 

2012. Jubilees, in the biblical tradition, only occur every 50 years. 

What we will have, though, is an opportunity to worship together, to celebrate at the Lord’s 

Table together, and to continue looking to our future together. 

The late Dag Hammarskjöld, a former Secretary General of the United Nations, captured so 

well the feeling I feel as we approach our 60th anniversary: 

“For all that has been, 

Thank you. 

For all that is to come, 

Yes!” 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 

LOOK AGAIN: A NEW VISION 
“Do not remember the former things, 

or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

Our Second family came together at the beginning of May to share an important 

conversation about the life and work of our church as we look to our future 

together. Over the summer, we are praying together about what is taking shape in 

our congregational community as we give focused attention to the challenges and 

opportunities we are encountering.  

Save the date for Sunday, August 7, immediately after worship for our next 

congregational conversation. We will hear from different voices in the Second 

Community as we continue praying, listening, and following where God is 

guiding us to go together in these four areas of focus: 

FOCUS ONE: SPIRITUAL FORMATION / MAKING DISCIPLES 

We are called to make disciples of Jesus, not simply to make church members.  

FOCUS TWO: INTERGENERATIONAL MINISTRY 

We are called to equip people of all ages with a faith that endures, not simply 

to discover ways to attract young people. 

FOCUS THREE: TELLING OUR STORY 

We are called to share the goodness of God and God’s story at work in the life 

of Second, not simply to tell others how good we think we are. 

FOCUS FOUR: HOSPITALITY 

We are called to be generous with people where we find them and offer God’s 

grace and goodness to them, not simply to implement outreach gimmicks to 

meet people. 
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SERMON TOPICS 

July 3: 

Title: In God We Trust? 

Text: Psalm 97 

NT Lesson: John 17:20-26 

 

July 24: 2BC’s 60th 

Anniversary Sunday / Lord’s 

Supper 

Title: THIS is Who We Are 

Text: Psalm 145 

 

July 31: 

Title: Truth to Tell, Hope to 

Hear 

Text: Psalm 49:1-15 

NT Lesson: Colossians 3:1-11 



 PRAY 828 

Each week ahead of our next congregational meeting on August 7, we have a different prayer 

focus in our worship services and Center Your Week messages. Everyone is encouraged to 

pray for the future of our Second Community once a week (you pick the day) at either 8:28 

a.m. or 8:28 p.m. 

Looking to God who works all things together for good, and looking to Jesus the perfecter of 

our faith, we pray: 

1. That we will listen for and discern God’s will rightly.  

2. That God will raise up leaders to help guide and take responsibility for our four priorities 

(spiritual formation, intergenerational ministry, telling our story, and hospitality). 

3. That God will bless and resource our endeavors as a community.  

4. That God will strengthen and grow all areas of our Second Community. 

5. That God will strengthen our commitment to God’s vision and one another.  

6. That we will be more faithful than successful.  

7. That our efforts will help people better understand God’s love for them.  

8. That people will be drawn to follow Jesus faithfully by our efforts.  

9. That God will keep shaping our community into an authentic representation of 

Christ.  

10. That our efforts will help young people develop a faith that lasts a lifetime.  

11. That we will be shaped by a spirit of courage and not fear. 

12. That we will be united in Christ and our community will know us by our love. 

13. That God will rid us of the sins that slow us down and prevent us from moving 

forward. 

“We know that God works all things together for good for the ones who love God, for 

those who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28) 

HELP NEEDED  
More people are needed to help show God’s love to 

our homeless neighbors by providing sack lunches 

distributed by Constance Abbey. We have had an 

incredibly committed group making lunches for two 

years but are always in need of more hands to reach 

our goal of 60 lunches per week. Each volunteer drops off ten sack lunches 

Thursday mornings at 9:00 a.m. (can be dropped off day before if needed). To 

learn more or sign up to serve, click here or contact Daniel. 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY  
Support Room in the Inn by becoming a 

member of the Hospitality Team. Volunteers are 

responsible for welcoming new guests and 

helping them acclimate to the RITI campus. 

They also refill guest toiletries and check on individual guest needs. If sharing 

"Holy Hospitality" through a smile and conversation is something you'd enjoy, find 

more by emailing volunteers@ritimemphis.org or fill out a Volunteer Application 

today!  
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Holiday Closing 

Reminder 

Please note that the 

church office will be 

closed for the 

Independence Day 

holiday on Monday, 

July 4. In the event of 

an urgent pastoral care 

need, please contact 

the minister on call at 

901.604.6686. 

Also, please note that 

the CFLC will be closed 

on Saturday, July 2 and 

Monday, July 4 in 

observance of the 

holiday. 



BASKETBALL CLINICS THROUGH FUNDAMENTALLY SOUND IN SKILL & 

LIFE: July 9 and August 6 from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
FUNdamentally Sound in Skill & Life, a new ministry partner with Second Baptist Church, will 

be hosting basketball clinics for middle and high school girls to help elevate their skillset on 

the court. Led by Coach Davitria Harrell, FUNdamentally Sound works to empower, educate 

and equip Inner-City middle and high school female student athletes to become college 

educated, purpose driven citizens, through coaching, training and mentoring.  

FAREWELL JANICE! 
In June, we said ‘so long’ to one of our favorite 2BC choristers, Janice 

Woodward. Janice and Charles moved to South Carolina to be closer 

to family, but before they could leave, we surprised Janice with a 

farewell party. Janice has served our church and our music ministry 

faithfully for decades, and has touched countless lives along the way. 

We will miss her greatly, and it will be difficult not seeing her face in 

the choir each Sunday morning. 

There are countless ways to be a more faithful member of 2BC, and 

to form lasting relationships and invest in one another. The music 

ministry was one way Janice made a difference in this community of believers, and we 

always have room for more! While we know we can never fill the void Janice is leaving, we 

can all contribute to carrying on, and building on, her legacy! 

THANK YOU, ANNABETH! 
Late last month we received notice of Annabeth Nixon’s resignation from her role on 

our church staff team. While we are sad to see her step down to pursue a new 

opportunity nearer her home in Mississippi, we are forever grateful for her service 

these last years. 

Annabeth arrived at Second six months prior to the onset of the pandemic. Her 

organizational skills, her creative talents, her hard work, and her determination to 

learn and develop new delivery systems for all of our church communications has 

been, in a word, a Godsend. We are fortunate that she came to us when she did 

and she is certainly leaving us better than we were. 

Annabeth’s last day at Second is Friday, July 8. We have already commenced a 

search for the next person to fill this role. Other members of our staff are 

stepping in to assist and, thankfully, Annabeth is going to provide some offsite 

administrative support until a new team member comes on board. 

Please express your gratitude to Annabeth for her dedicated, gracious, and 

faithful service to Second. We are certainly thankful for her! 

WE ARE GRATEFUL! 
“To be grateful is to recognize the love of God in everything He has given us - 

and He has given us everything. Every breath we draw is a gift of His Love, every 

moment of existence is a grace, for it brings with it immense graces from Him.” 

-Thomas Merton 

God has blessed Second Baptist with people who love Him and love serving 

Him, reaching others with His love and mercy. Thank you for being His hands 

and feet here and as you travel this summer. We are grateful for you! 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity  

and ministry costs through  

June 30, 2022:  

Year-to-Date Receipts  $518,644 

Year-to-Date Expenses   545,698 

Net                               ($  27,054) 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  



AN UPDATE FROM UKRAINE 
This spring, Second Baptist hosted Diane McNary who, along with her husband Shane, serves 

as CBF field personnel in Slovakia. The McNarys have been working closely with other ministry 

partners in the region to receive and serve refugees fleeing the violence of war in Ukraine. 

They recently shared this update: 

For the past few weeks, the Ukrainian refugee situation in Slovakia has significantly changed. 

The daily net flow across the Ukraine-Slovak border is towards Ukraine. This means that more 

Ukrainians are returning to their home country from Slovakia than are leaving. While a hopeful 

sign, the situation in Ukraine continues to be a call to prayer and action. 

For the refugee families remaining in Slovakia, we have partnered to provide summer camps 

and conferences for Ukrainian youth and children. We have provided funds for Ukrainian 

refugee participants, including translators, for English camps, church camps, and the Slovak 

Baptist Union's Youth Conference. We are thankful for your generous support of the CBF 

Ukraine Relief fund as well as gifts to our ministry programming budget. 

The network of Roma churches we have partnered with in eastern Slovakia continues to 

coordinate food delivery into churches in Ukraine. The food is then distributed to IDPs 

(Internally Displaced People). The building we helped purchase will not only meet the 

immediate needs of refugees, it will serve as a future place of ongoing ministry in the area.  

Please pray for victory and justice in Ukraine, for Baptist Union leaders in Ukraine and 

Slovakia as they respond to the humanitarian crisis as a result of Russia's attack. 

ON THE MOVE: A summer fitness challenge with a mission 
Through August 1, you are invited to get On the Move with Second Baptist Church for a 

good cause, supporting Together for Hope and their work in the 339 counties with 

persistent rural poverty. Participants choose their own fitness 

activity (walk, run, ride, swim, paddle, hike, dog walk, etc.), set 

their own goals, and work at their own pace to support their 

physical and emotional health. Participants support Together 

for Hope by signing up online and paying the $30 registration 

fee. $10 of the registration fee goes toward a Together for 

Hope partner (we encourage supporting Together for Hope 

Arkansas) and the remaining $20 (less t-shirt cost) goes to 

support the national Together for Hope organization. There 

is also a separate 50 mile challenge for children and families 

with a smaller $15 registration fee. Invite friends and plan to 

join us this summer.  

SOCCER CAMPS WITH PLAY WHERE YOU STAY  

July 18-22 and July 25-29 
Play Where You Stay is hosting a two-week summer soccer camp for boys and 

girls ages 5-11 at Second Baptist and Klondike Park. Coaches will focus on a 

variety of skills Monday through Thursday with fun game play on Fridays. Camp 

will run from 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM and each player will receive a PWYS jersey. No 

equipment is required but players should bring a water bottle and wear tennis 

shoes or cleats. There is a suggested fee of $10 per week to help cover coaching 

costs but no one unable to pay will be turned away! Sign up at 

www.playwhereyoustay.org/sign-up.  

 

 

 

Page 5 



OUR CITY, OUR STORY 
Looking for a little summer reading? Check out the author 

featured in MIFA’s annual Our City, Our Story event that will take 

place in September.  

This year will feature acclaimed author Stephanie Land the New 

York Times bestselling author of Maid: Hard Work, Low Pay, and a 

Mother’s Will to Survive, which is now an acclaimed Netflix series.  

Maid is a gut-wrenching tale of resilience as Land navigates single 

motherhood, homelessness, grueling work for minimal pay, and the 

frustrating labyrinth of government and safety net services available 

to those in poverty. 

Her perspective offers valuable insight into a world so many of our neighbors experience 

every day: narrowly maintaining housing, utilities, and a supply of food, one paycheck away 

from keeping (for the moment) or losing it all. 

Our City, Our Story will be held on September 15. Watch for more details as the date 

approaches, but start your summer reading now! 

VBS 
Our intergenerational Vacation Bible School this summer has been a great time with 

friends of all ages learning about love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control—The Fruit of the Spirit! Whether we were 

playing games with big beach balls, winning at Bingo, making fruity fridge magnets or 

loudly singing “The Fruit of the Spirit’s Not a Coconut!”—we learned about God’s 

special gifts for each of us! A BIG thank you to all who came and participated each 

week! A BIG thank you to Catherine Denman who served as our VBS Director and 

many others who volunteered their time to man the kitchen to feed us, set up, 

copied, and decorated! We truly appreciate each of you sharing YOUR gifts with 

others! 
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PASSPORT YOUTH CAMP  

JULY 10-16 · BEREA COLLEGE 
This month, 15 youth will travel to Berea College in Kentucky for a week of 

fun and spiritual growth at Passport Camp. On the way to camp, our youth 

will also have the chance to experience the beauty and adventure of the 

Kentucky mountains through Via Ferrata rock climbing in the Red River 

Gorge. This year’s camp theme is BIG and the focal verse is Isaiah 43:18–

19a. “The Lord says, ‘Forget what happened before, and do not think about the past. Look at 

the new thing I am going to do. It is already happening. Don’t you see it?’” If that verse sounds 

familiar, it should. It was part of the inspiration that led to the Town Hall presentation on May 

1 and has been guiding us this summer as we have prayed for God’s clarity and providence as 

a congregation. A week at Passport camp is a week for our youth to create memories, grow 

in faith, and deepen relationships with youth from Second Baptist and youth from around 

the country. Please pray that our youth with experience something BIG this summer at 

Passport.  

PROMOTION SUNDAY  
Youth & Children’s Sunday School classes will promote on Sunday, August 14! Parents, 

please drop by your child’s classrooms from 8:45-9:00 for refreshments and to meet 

their teacher. Youth classes are for students in grades 6-12 and meet in the Youth 

Room. Classes for those in grades 3-5 meet in room 302; 1st & 2nd grades meet in 

308; Junior Kindergarten & Kindergarten (4’s & 5’s) meet in 310. Preschoolers who are 

2’s and 3’s meet in 210 and Bed Babies meet in the baby room. We are excited for 

new classes and friends and learning more about God’s love and plan for our lives. 

Hope to see you then! Contact Tanya with any questions. 

BACK TO SCHOOL PARTY 
We will wrap up a fun summer with our Fantastic Friday Fun Parent’s Night Out on 

August 5, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Parents, drop your children ages Bed Babies-5th grade off 

at the CFLC and head out for an evening all to yourselves! We will have fun 

activities: games, inflatables, and pizza dinner. Reserve your spot for August by 

following the Signup Genius link in Center Your Week email. Youth and Caring 

Adults: We would love for you to come and help. Contact Tanya with any 

questions. It’s going to be a fun time! 

YOUTH SUMMER ACTIVITIES 
Starting in July, we kickoff some exciting opportunities for youth fun and 

fellowship. Be sure to mark these dates, invite a friend, and plan to attend.   

July 6           Day trip to Helena, Arkansas  

July 10-16    Passport Camp 

July 17          Movie Outing 

July 20          Escape Room 

Aug 13          Lake Day 

Sep 2-4         White Water Rafting Retreat  
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