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CONGREGATIONAL TOWN HALL MEETING 

Sunday, August 7 immediately after worship 
Throughout the summer, we have been invited to pray, listen, and learn about how God is 

leading our Second community to live, move, and have our being. On Sunday, August 7, we 

will gather immediately after worship to share reflections from the summer and share 

faithful steps we can take to follow God’s guidance.  

Make plans to join this important conversation by signing up online, emailing 

info@2ndmemphis.org, or by calling the church office. 

Lunch will be catered. Meal costs are $15/adults, $8/kids, and $40 per family. Childcare is 

provided and everyone of every age is encouraged to join the conversation.  

YOUTH FAMILY LAKE DAY 

Saturday, August 13 ⋅ 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
As the school year is getting underway, come enjoy a 

day of fun lake activities including swimming, fishing, 

canoeing, playing tennis, lawn games and more. 

Lunch and drinks will be provided but families should 

bring what they need for their crew (swimsuits, 

floaties / life jacket (if needed), towels, fishing gear, sunscreen, change of clothes, 

etc.). The fun will begin at 10:00 a.m. and we’ll head out at 4:00 p.m. However, it’s 

lake time, so don’t worry if you have something in the morning and need to come 

after or have to leave early.  

The lake is located near Saulsbury, TN, about an hour and fifteen minutes outside 

Memphis, and directions will be provided. Families should plan to drive 

themselves but please let Daniel know if a youth needs a ride. Be sure to sign 

up online if you plan to participate and let’s celebrate a little more summer. 

Contact Daniel or Tanya with any questions.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROMOTION DAY IS AUGUST 14 
Children and youth will start the new Sunday school year and welcome new 

members to their classes on Sunday, August 14. Each year a Sunday is 

designated as “promotion day.” This day usually coincides with the school 

calendar to allow students to advance in Sunday School to the appropriate 

school grade they attend.  

Our bed babies - 5th graders will have a Promotion Sunday “Meet and Greet.”  

Please come by from 8:45-9:00 a.m. and visit your child’s classroom, meet their 

teachers, and enjoy refreshments as you take your child to Sunday School on 

Promotion Sunday. All classes begin at 9:00 a.m. More details about classrooms 

and teachers can be found on pg. 7. 
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IN PRAISE OF HUMBLE SERVICE 
Anyone who knows the story of my ministry life is aware that some of my most formative 

years preparing for pastoral work came as an adolescent. Since I was spending so much 

time hanging around my beloved faith community looking for ways to be of help, the church 

administrator offered me a job working on the custodial crew for a humble $3 an hour. I 

happily accepted and served my church in that role through junior high and high school. 

More than 30 years later, I still contend that there are close parallels between the life and work 

of the pastor and the life and work of the church custodian. 

Peter Marty insightfully captures this when he says, “ask me in a given week who makes the 

quietest difference in the well-being of our congregation and I will tell you it’s the custodians. 

Title them what you will, these servants are living proof that God hides the blessings of the 

kingdom in ordinary but remarkable places and people.” 

This month, one of our church’s remarkable people, Billy Williams, 

is celebrating his 20th anniversary serving at Second. He is one of 

our longest-tenured staff members and one who is dedicated to 

giving care and support to a people and a place that he loves 

dearly. 

I can attest that there isn’t always a lot of glamor that comes 

with overflowing toilet emergencies, setting up and breaking 

down the tables and chairs in meeting rooms over and over 

again, or caring for our worship space in the sanctuary. But 

the work matters. It matters immensely. 

I hope you will take time to express your gratitude to Billy 

this month and on every occasion that you encounter him. 

He is a gift to our Second community and an invaluable 

part of the team. 

Grace and peace,  

Stephen 

THROUGH THE EYES OF JESUS 

30th Anniversary Tennessee CBF General Assembly 

Registration is now open for 

next month’s TCBF General 

Assembly on September 16-17 

at Immanuel Baptist Church in 

Nashville. While as many as 

possible are encouraged to 

attend in person, there is also 

an online option available for 

those who wish to take part 

that way.  

Thirty years ago, concerned Baptists in Tennessee gathered to consider how 

God might be calling them to respond with a new, cooperative Baptist vision 

and voice. While giving thanks for their pioneering vision, the primary focus of 

this gathering is to consider what God is up to and what God might do as we 

seek to answer the call to see the world Through the Eyes of Jesus.  

Registration information is available at www.tncbf.org.  
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AUGUST 

PREACHING& 

WORSHIP THEMES 

August 7: 

Title: Called to What’s 

Ahead, Not Behind 

Text: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 

OT Lesson: Genesis 15:1-6 

 

August 14: 

Title: Relay Race 

Text: Hebrews 11:29 – 12:2 

OT Lesson: Psalm 80:1-2,      

8-19 

 

August 21: 

Title: The Divine or the 

Mundane? 

Text: Hebrews 12:18-29 

OT Lesson: Jeremiah 1:4-10 

 

August 28: 

Title: What’s First at Second? 

Text: Hebrews 13:1-2 

OT Lesson: Psalm 81:1, 10-16 

http://www.tncbf.org


DEACON NOMINATIONS ARE UNDERWAY 
Now through Sunday, August 14, members of Second Baptist Church are invited to submit 

names of qualified persons willing to serve as deacons on a three-year term beginning in 

January of 2023. The deacon selection committee wishes to receive feedback from as many 

church members as possible during this time. 

Nomination forms are available online at 2ndmemphis.org or in the church office. Please 

prayerfully consider those persons qualified to serve and return the form to the church office, 

by mail, or by emailing info@2ndmemphis.org.  

HYBRID CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
As the summer winds down, join us on Wednesday, August 17 at 6:00 p.m. either by Zoom or in 

the fellowship hall for our third quarterly congregational meeting of 2022. This is an 

opportunity to hear updates on various ministry areas, recent changes in church personnel, an 

update on our stewardship through the first seven months of the year, and to look ahead to 

the fall.  

For those meeting onsite at the church, feel free to BYOD (bring your own dinner) and take 

part in the conversation with others. For those meeting via Zoom, please watch church 

communications for the meeting link or email info@2ndmemphis.org for the information. 

MINISTRY PLANNING FOR 2023 
Although we are still very much in the heat of summer, our church leaders have begun 

developing plans for mission and ministry initiatives to undertake in the year ahead. From 

coordinating calendar dates to developing a plan for funding our congregational 

commitments to gathering names for nominations to fill different leadership roles, many 

of our members are hard at work behind the scenes preparing for the next year. 

Prayerfully consider where you might be called upon to serve and share your gifts for 

the ongoing work of our church in the community and beyond! 

THE MINISTRY OF GIVING 
"I am an imperfect person loved by a perfect God." - Unknown 

God doesn't want us to be perfect before we give our hearts to Him. God wants us, 

dirt and all. Surrender. Let God lead you. Allow God to love you to the fullest. God 

gives us everything we need and oftentimes much of what we want. God will 

work through you to be a blessing. Thank you as you share your financial blessings 

with Second to reach our community and the world. Help us share God’s love with 

others! 

PARENTS’ DAY OUT NEWS 
After completing a fun-filled summer session, we are 

looking forward to a great fall session which begins 

August 9. 

Our PDO ministry serves children from ages 5 months 

to 5 years old. We follow a theme-based curriculum 

that is tailored to our ministry. A variety of enrichment 

activities and specialty classes are provided on age-

appropriate levels.  

We still have a few openings for the new year! Contact Becca Childress, PDO 

director at 901.682.3389 or email her at pdo@2ndmemphis.org for additional 

information and to schedule a tour. 
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AN EVENING OF BEAUTIFUL MUSIC AND HOSPITALITY 
On July 18, Second Baptist was 

fortunate to play host to Basil 

Alter and Riko Higuma in a concert 

of music for violin and piano. As 

Julia Pilgrim shared in her concert 

introduction, "Second Baptist loves 

music, and loves sharing our 

beautiful space with Memphis 

musicians." This evening of 

incredible music making was simply 

another example of how Second 

Baptist Church shows Christian 

hospitality to our community. 

MEET OUR NEW FAMILY MEMBER 
Second Baptist Church is a place where anyone and everyone is 

welcome, on Sundays and during the week. There are hundreds of 

people walking through the front doors every week, and so, it is 

valuable for members of this church to be aware of who else calls 

Second Baptist home.  

One such organization that is not only using the building, but is also 

partnering with Second, is a non-profit founded by Coach Davitria Harrell, or Coach D, 

called FUNdamentally Sound in Skill and Life. Coach D and her organization aim to 

intentionally empower, educate, and equip inner-city middle school and high school 

female student athletes to become college educated, purpose driven citizens through 

coaching, training, and mentoring.  

Our very own Katie Mullenix is the Development and Operations Intern for the 

organization and this summer they are trying to tell as many people as possible 

about FUNdamentally Sound and its mission. The more people who become 

involved, the more Inner-city middle school and high school female student-

athletes they can help.  

Come meet Coach D and Katie in the fellowship hall on Sunday, August 14 after 

the worship service. Coffee and pastries will be offered and there will be 

opportunities to hear more about the organization, how to get involved, and to 

ask questions.  

SUPPORT HUNGER RELIEF AND THE TIGERS  

Saturday, September 17 
Join your Second Community to cheer 

on the Memphis Tigers and support the 

Mid-South Food Bank. Watch upcoming 

publications for a link to purchase $10 

tickets in the Second Baptist seating 

block. As you cheer the Tigers on to 

victory, you can also know that each ticket 

purchased provides three meals for the 

Mid-South Food Bank. 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity  

and ministry costs through  

July 21, 2022:  

Year-to-Date Receipts $623,332 

Year-to-Date Expenses  605,692 

Net                               $ 17,640 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  



FUNDAMENTALLY SOUND IN SKILL AND LIFE BASKETBALL CLINICS 

August 6, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Led by Coach Davitria Harrell, FUNdamentally Sound works to empower, educate and equip 

inner-city middle and high school female student athletes to become college educated, 

purpose driven citizens, through coaching, training and mentoring. This summer, they are 

hosting three basketball clinics at Second Baptist for middle and high school girls to elevate 

their skillset. Click here to register for a clinic and click here to learn more about FUNdamentally 

Sound.  

PACK-A-BACKPACK FOR BRINKLEY HEIGHTS 
Help Brinkley Heights Ministries support students going back to 

school by donating a backpack full of supplies. Items needed include a 

backpack (grade appropriate), (24) count crayons, (10) count classic 

markers, (12) count colored pencils, (2) large pink erasers, (24) #2 

pencils, (2) glue sticks, safety scissors, (6) folders with pockets and brads, (2) wide ruled spiral 

notebooks, (2) packs wide ruled notebook paper, wide ruled composition book, and tissue 

box. There are a few ways to donate. 1) Fill a backpack and bring it to the drop box outside 

the church office. 2) Use the Amazon wish list to donate a full backpack or individual items. 

3) Drop individual items off at the church office. Donations are needed by Friday, August 5. 

OUR CITY, OUR STORY 2022 
Please join us for a luncheon benefiting MIFA. 

Thursday, September 15, 2022 at noon 

Holiday Inn, University of Memphis 

3700 Central Ave, Memphis, TN 38111 

Purchase tickets for this community-wide event through MIFA at mifa.org.   

Stephanie Land is the New York Times bestselling author of Maid: Hard Work, Low 

Pay, and a Mother’s Will to Survive, which is now an acclaimed Netflix series.  

Her perspective offers valuable insight into a world so many of our neighbors 

experience every day: narrowly maintaining housing, utilities, and a supply of food, 

one paycheck away from keeping or losing it all. Ms. Land will join us virtually, and 

a panel of experts will frame the issues in a local context. 

PANELISTS 

Elena Delavega, PhD, MSW 

Professor & MSW Program Director, University of Memphis School of Social Work 

Dorcas Young Griffin 

Director of Community Services, Shelby County Government 

Mary Hamlett 

Vice President of Family Programs, MIFA 

Altha J. Stewart, MD 

Senior Associate Dean for Community Health Engagement, UTHSC 

Director, Center for Youth Advocacy and Well-Being, UTHSC 

MODERATOR 

Dr. Stephen Cook 

Senior Pastor, Second Baptist Church 

Chair, MIFA Board of Directors 
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20 FOR 20 BENEFITING TOGETHER FOR HOPE ARKANSAS 
Help ensure the ongoing ministry of Together for Hope Arkansas by making a special 

20th anniversary donation. 

For those who are able, TFH is encouraging a commitment of $20 per month for 20 months, 

or a single equivalent gift of $400.  Regardless, all gifts are appreciated!  To make a one-time 

or recurring gift you may send a check to:   Together for Hope Arkansas 

PO Box 3227 

West Helena, AR 72390 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY PASSPORT CAMPS 
This summer Passport is celebrating 30 years of providing camps 

for children and youth. Over those 30 years, Passport campers 

have served 1.1 million hours and donated $2,000,000 to global 

mission causes. In that same time, Passport camps have taught 

1.1 million discipleship hours and trained over 750 staffers, many 

of whom now serve in churches and ministries around the 

world. You can help Passport celebrate their first 30 years and 

invest in the next 30 years by giving to their 30th Anniversary 

Campaign. Passport is encouraging gifts in a multiple of 30 

($30, $300, $1200) and you can make your donation 

at https://passportcamps.org/30th/.   

PASSPORT YOUTH CAMP REPORT 
This was my fifth or sixth year going to a Passport camp, but it was my first year going 

as a chaperone. It has been four years since the last time I went to Passport. I was 

excited to go again and see what the week is like from the perspective of an adult 

instead of a camper. I had always wondered what the adults do while the youth are in 

Bible study!  

Going into camp, I wasn’t sure that I would get as much out of it as I normally 

would because my attention would be on making sure the youth had a good time 

and making sure they didn’t wander off somewhere where we couldn’t find them. I 

wasn’t sure I would see God as much as I did when I was a camper.  

But that was something we talked about a lot that week as a group: seeing God 

in the little moments. I saw God in the two Audreys. I saw God in morning 

celebrations. I saw God in the huge 15-passenger van when we were all laughing 

or talking to each other. And I saw God in the new friends Daniel and I made on 

one of the several Sonic runs our group made throughout the week. I saw God 

in Daniel and our other chaperone, Samantha Brown. I saw God in Nicholas and 

Dontae and OJ and Audrey 

and Noah and Spencer and 

Davarrian and Mark and Lyra 

and Josephine and Michael 

and Kirsten. God is 

everywhere. Our God is a BIG 

God and I am filled with 

gratitude that I was able to go 

with this group to experience 

this camp.  

- Katie Mullenix 
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PASSPORT KIDS CAMP REPORT 
On Saturday, July 16, six campers and three 

chaperones left to participate in PASSPORTKids 

camp at the Rock Eagle 4 H Center in Eatonton, GA. 

After visiting the beautiful Tennessee Aquarium, we 

spent Saturday night at the First Baptist Church, 

Chattanooga. 

When we arrived at camp Sunday afternoon, our campers were so excited to become 

reacquainted with many of the amazing PASSPORTKids counselors from last summer! At camp 

this year, we learned that our BIG God wants to use each of us to show BIG Faith, joining with 

others in BIG Community, and to make a BIG impact for Him!  

We heard stories of missionaries in Romania, Kenya and Appalachia and shared our offering 

to support these ministry partners. We made new friends while participating in team 

activities with our Bible study groups such as rec party and the missions night market. We 

had several campers who participated during worship, and we all learned new songs and 

Bible verses! It was a camp time filled with many blessings with these sweet campers! 

PASSPORTKids was truly a blessing for all our campers: Gus Breland, Larry Breland, 

Jonathan Cook, Donavhen Currie, Chandler Deacon, Ben Meador and Benjamin Cook, 

Stephen Cook and Tanya Mabry were chaperones.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROMOTION DETAILS 
Departments/Classroom Locations/Teachers/Directors  

Bed Babies– room 208: Pam Harris and Dianna Waring, Directors  

Toddlers- 3-year-olds – room 210:, Pat Mabry  

PK4 years and K – room 310: Becky Lindsey, Barbara Elliott  

Entering grades 1-2 – room 308: Shan Criswell, Sandra Livesay  

Entering grades 3-5 – room 302: Rebecca Buehler, Pam Summons, Tanya Mabry  

Entering grades 6-12 -Youth Room: Daniel Johnson  

Youth will enjoy a hot breakfast and spend time getting to know and 

celebrating the arrival of a new class into the youth group.  
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SAVE THE DATE 

Youth White  

Water Rafting 

September 2-4 
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  

 

STAFF  

Dr. Stephen Cook  

Senior Pastor  

Mr. Larry Denman  

Minister of  

Music & Worship  

Rev. Daniel Johnson  

Associate Pastor 

Mrs. Tanya Mabry  

Minister of  

Children & Families 


