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New Discipleship Offerings, New Worship Time, and Our Continuing Call to Follow Jesus 

Beginning Sunday, September 11 (the weekend after Labor Day), Second Baptist will expand its 

meeting times for spiritual formation in Sunday school and adjust the start of worship to 

accommodate this change. All Sunday school groups (children, youth, and adults) will continue 

gathering at 9:00 each week. Then at 9:25, for our adult groups, there will be a break to attend 

one of four discipleship offerings: 

The Cost of Discipleship (room 103).  Facilitated by Matt Meador, these sessions will use a 

traditional Sunday school curriculum to consider the total cost of following Jesus as disciples. 

The Bible shows us that the life of a disciple was, and is, difficult for those who strive to give 

themselves entirely to Christ's ways. This unit will challenge us to hear Jesus' call to 

commitment, compassion, faithfulness, and attention to those who are the "least" among us. 

Church History: An Introduction (CFLC lobby). Facilitated by Neil Boggan, these sessions will 

look at what historians do, what our personal and denominational histories are with the 

history of Christianity, and broadly explore the development of the New Testament and 

some of the Patristic/Matristic landscapes.  

The Discipline of Hospitality: A Building Block of Christian Community (room 

111).  Facilitated by Daniel Johnson, these sessions will consider how living a life in the 

Spirit of Christ calls for us to reach toward others.  These sessions will look at some of the 

moments in scripture where expressions of generous welcome, shared meals, 

companionship, and receiving others help us see how to apply the spiritual discipline of 

hospitality in our everyday lives, our church, and our community. 

Faith and Science (room 113). Facilitated by Jim and Catherine Lewis, these sessions 

will allow participants to hear about discuss the influences of science and faith on 

each other. Drawing from the Bible, from history, and from scientists whose faith in 

God influences their lives, some of the topics will include evolution/creation, science 

in the media, the question of miracles, and more.  

These groups will meet until 10:15, allowing time for everyone to move from their 

meeting spaces to the sanctuary for worship.   

Please note, beginning on September 11, worship will start at 10:30 a.m.   

For those who participate in our hybrid Sunday school offerings online, as well as 

for those who worship via livestream, you will still be able to do so each week.  

Watch the Center Your Week email on Wednesday, September 7 with Zoom links 

for the discipleship classes.   

These adjustments are a result of our adult Sunday school leaders prayerfully 

working through the last several months.  Each one shares a commitment to our 

continuing call to become more like Christ ourselves (spiritual formation) and to 

walk with others as we read scripture and strive to follow Jesus more faithfully 

(discipleship).   

These adaptations are different and might create questions about which groups are 

meeting where, who is leading what, and why we are shifting our schedule and our 

approach.  Please feel free to reach out to any of our adult Sunday school leaders or 

anyone from our ministry staff.  Each are available to offer any assistance possible as 

we keep living into our “THIS is 2BC” ministry initiatives.     
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Hospitality at the Heart of Our Life Together 
This month marks some significant happenings in our Second Baptist community.  School 

is back in session, so academic and athletic groups that gather in our church facilities have 

returned to the building.  Our music academy and its many students coming and going each 

afternoon is off to a terrific start.  The Parents’ Day Out ministry, Play Where You Stay, and a 

host of other groups are gathering with us along Walnut Grove Road, scattered across 

different parts of the building and church grounds. 

This is all happening in September and, soon enough, pumpkin season will be in full swing 

and we will have the opportunity to practice Christian hospitality with scores of guests who 

will come our way. 

Add to this that we are adjusting our Sunday morning schedule to expand our spiritual 

formation offerings and extend times for fellowship and relationship building.   

All of this is to say, things are happening at Second Baptist that point to the reality that, as 

followers of Jesus who are focused on growing, living, and serving more like him, we share a 

calling to extend hospitality to others in Christ’s name.  This is at the heart of our life 

together. 

Through the month of September, then culminating on World Communion Sunday the first 

weekend in October, we are focusing our attention in our times of worship on our shared 

call to Christian hospitality.  This is a primary point of focus for us from our “THIS is 2BC” 

initiatives.   

As a congregation privileged to be in a community where more people come to our 

church Monday through Saturday than who come for church on Sundays, we are blessed 

with abundant opportunities to be bearers of Christ with a multitude of others who are 

already here among us and part of our life together in the Second Baptist community. 

THIS is at the heart of what it means to be a center for Christian community instead of 

a community center! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Alisa Cunningham! 
Last month we welcomed a new member of our staff team.  Alisa Cunningham is 

our church office administrator and communications coordinator.  She began 

work on August 1 and has already brought an abundance of good gifts to this 

role. 

Alisa comes to us by way of Macon Road Baptist School and Macon Road 

Baptist Church where she served in a dual role in admissions and 

administration.  She also works in event planning and coordination, so her 

attention to detail and organizational skills are certainly among the strong 

qualifications she brings. 

As you are at the church office or interacting over the phone or email, make sure 

to help Alisa feel at home at Second.  She can be reached in the church office 

Monday – Thursday, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. and on Fridays from 8:30 a.m. – noon.  

Her email address is acunningham@2ndmemphis.org. 

Our church and its ministries are made better because Alisa is here! 
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SEPTEMBER  

PREACHING &  

WORSHIP THEMES 

 

September 4: 

Title: Take a Seat 

Text: Job 2:11-13 

NT Lesson: Romans 8:18-26 

 

September 11: 

Title: Bibles, Bread, and Hearts 

Text: Luke 24:13-35 

OT Lesson: Genesis 18:1-16 

 

September 18: 

Title: Forgetting to Remember 

Text: Matthew 14:13-21 

OT Lesson: Leviticus 19:33-34 

 

September 25: 

Title: The Inside Word About the 

Outside World 

Text: Jonah 3:1-10 

NT Lesson: Philippians 1:27-30 

mailto:acunningham@2ndmemphis.org


Through the Eyes of Jesus: An Online Gathering with Dr. Bill Leonard 

Saturday, September 17 
The Tennessee Cooperative Baptist Fellowship (TCBF) is hosting a special ONLINE event, 

“Through the Eyes of Jesus” with Dr. Bill Leonard, renowned Baptist historian and 

commentator.  

Registration is complimentary but necessary. Please complete the registration form available at 

tncbf.org/eyesofjesus to receive ZOOM login credentials the day prior to the event. 

Schedule and Topics for the Day: 

8:30 Welcome, Introductions & Instructions 

8:45 | Session One | Courage Then? Courage Now! 

Dialogue/Break 

9:45 | Session Two | Before Asking “Is Our Church 

Growing?,” Ask If It’s Thriving 

Dialogue/Break 

11:20 | Session Three | Your Church's Identity: Is It Clear to the Congregation & the 

Community?  

Please plan to take part in this time of learning and fellowship as we consider the world God 

so loves Through the Eyes of Jesus, and learn how the way we walk with Jesus can shape our 

moving forward in pursuit of a deeper faithfulness.  

 

News from the Christian Family Life Center 
The Christian Family Life Center welcomes you to get fit this fall!  Monthly gym 

memberships are $10 a month and memberships for Second Baptist church members are 

$5 a month. You can enjoy the fitness center/weight room, basketball court, racquetball 

court, an indoor walking track, and pickleball. Our pickleball courts will be open on 

selective weekdays from 8:00 a.m. -11:30 a.m. Please call ahead at 682.3308 to check 

for availability. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Choir Starts to Prepare for the Advent and Christmas Season 
It may still feel like 100 degrees outside, and pumpkin spiced lattes may have not 

yet hit the menus, but in the music world, it’s Christmas time! 

In September, the choir begins preparing music for the Advent and Christmas 

seasons. If you need an early dose of Christmas 

this year, join us at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday 

evenings in the sanctuary choir loft as we begin 

our preparations for everyone’s favorite season! 

Hope to see you there! 

 

Support the Tigers and the Mid-South Food Bank 
Saturday, September 17 at 6:00 p.m. 

Join the Second Baptist community as we STRIPE UP to cheer on the University of 

Memphis Tigers football team AND support the Mid-South Food Bank.  Tickets 

for this game against Arkansas State are only $10 and each 

ticket provides three meals for the Food Bank.  60 tickets are 

available in our block.  To sign up and claim your tickets, contact 

the church office or use the sign up link in Center Your 

Week.  Payments for tickets can be made by check or online. 
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SUPPORT BRINKLEY HEIGHTS 
Each week, the Brinkley Heights Food Pantry lives out 

Matthew 25.  “For I was hungry and you gave me something 

to eat … when you have done it for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine, you have done it for 

me.”  However, the pantry shelves are running low and they are 

in desperate need of canned foods.  Priority items are canned 

fruits, veggies, and any beans (any variety).  To help restock 

their shelves, we will be collecting food (or donations) for the next three months.  Food can be 

dropped off in the container by the church office or donations can be made by using the link 

in Center Your Week.  

 

SOCK SABBATH(S)  
Sock sabbath(s) is our annual collection of *NEW* socks that 

supports the Brinkley Heights Clothes.  The collection starts 

September 1 and will continue through the entire 

month.  Socks can be dropped off in the church foyer or 

ordered through our Amazon wish list.  For the wish list 

link, contact the church office or find it in the Center Your 

Week email.  Like water to the thirsty, clean socks not 

only supply a need but also offer dignity and signify God’s grace to the recipient.  Let’s 

work together and sock it to the issue. 

 

South Africa Interest & Information 

Meeting 

Tuesday, September 20 at 7:00 p.m. 

In 2012, Second Baptist Church joined the 

South Africa Ministry Network, a consortium of 

churches partnering with missionaries and 

local ministries in the rainbow nation.  Since 

that time, five mission teams and more than 30 people have had the chance to 

grow in their faith by serving in South Africa.  We have also helped purchase a 

truck for Sister Didi and are currently sending funds for a new vehicle for 

Thembalethu.  We have provided backpacks, medical supplies, educational 

supplies, and Bible study materials.  We have offered pastoral care and pastor 

training.  We have helped build playgrounds and made bricks for homes that 

will house children who were abandoned by their families.  We have hosted 

holiday clubs, dug trenches, planted gardens, and prayed for ministry partners 

who have now become friends.  And thankfully, next summer, we will once 

again be able to offer youth and adults a mission experience in South 

Africa.  The dates of the experience are June 30 - July 11 and we will have an 

informational meeting on Tuesday, September 16 at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom for 

those interested in participating.  If you have questions before the meeting, are 

interested in the experience but unable to attend the meeting or would like to 

receive the Zoom link, please contact Daniel Johnson. 
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Holiday Closing                 

Reminder 
Please note that the church 

office and Christian Family Life 

Center will be closed on              

Monday, September 5 in             

observance of the Labor Day 

holiday.  In the event of an  

urgent pastoral care need, 

please contact the minister on 

call at 901.604.6686. 



 

Thistle & Bee Honey Harvest 

September 25 

Inspired by the fall honey harvest, Thistle & Bee is hosting an 

outdoor lawn party featuring live music, food by local chefs, 

and fantastic silent auction items to raise awareness and 

support.  The event will take place at the Harvest Moon 

Pavilion Barn at Lanier Park in Germantown, Tennessee from 

4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.. Tickets for this fundraiser start at $125 

with all funds supporting their two-year residential program 

designed to address the needs of women desiring to exit sex 

trafficking, prostitution, and addiction.   

For more information, visit https://www.honeyharvest.org.  

 

 

 
                                   

 

 

 

Our City, Our Story 2022 

Please join us for a luncheon benefiting MIFA. 

Thursday, September 15, 2022 at noon 

Holiday Inn, University of Memphis 

3700 Central Ave, Memphis, TN 38111 
 

Purchase tickets for this community-wide event through MIFA at mifa.org.    

Stephanie Land is the New York Times bestselling author of Maid: Hard Work, Low 

Pay, and a Mother’s Will to Survive, which is now an acclaimed Netflix series.  

Her perspective offers valuable insight into a world so many of our neighbors 

experience every day: narrowly maintaining housing, utilities, and a supply of food, 

one paycheck away from keeping or losing it all. Due to a change in plans, Ms. 

Land will now join us in person, followed by a panel of experts who will frame the 

issues in a local context. 
 

PANELISTS 

Elena Delavega, PhD, MSW 

Professor & MSW Program Director, University of Memphis School of Social Work 

Dorcas Young Griffin 

Director of Community Services, Shelby County Government 

Mary Hamlett 

Vice President of Family Programs, MIFA 

Altha J. Stewart, MD 

Senior Associate Dean for Community Health Engagement, UTHSC 

Director, Center for Youth Advocacy and Well-Being, UTHSC 

MODERATOR 

Dr. Stephen Cook 

Senior Pastor, Second Baptist Church 

Chair, MIFA Board of Directors 
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Faith and Trust  

Tony Evans tells a story of a time early in his ministry that he was driving a "klunker" car 

that needed mechanical work he didn't have money for.  He and his wife had a choice to 

tithe or to get the car fixed. They chose to honor God and trust Him to meet their 

needs.  It was shortly after that the car caught fire!  He was a little miffed at God because 

he had a $200 deductible on his insurance.  That is, until the mechanic showed him the 

deductible does not apply - in the case of fire!   

It's sometimes hard to release what we have to God.  It all comes down to faith.   

Do we really believe God has our best interest at heart and that God can and will provide 

for our needs?  Even when my husband and I were tempted to hold on to our tithe 

because we knew the expenses we had coming up, we gave to our church anyway.  And 

we have never lacked anything that we need.   

Patti Calvert, Church Financial Administrator 

 

2023 Ministry Budget Preparations and Dates to Remember 

Our church’s committee leaders and staff are in the process of preparing requests for 

our 2023 ministry budget.  There has been much discussion this year about what we 

want our ministries to look like, so many eyes are involved in our planning. Once the 

Finance Committee finalizes the proposed 2023 budget, we will mail a letter October 

14 to every household that will include: 

• Joint letter from Stephen Cook and Bill Summons, Finance Chair 

• One-page narrative summary of the 2023 ministry budget, with a comparative 

summary of the 2022 and 2023 ministry budgets on the reverse side. 

• 2023 Commitment Card 

Please mark these dates for important Congregational Meetings: 

• Wednesday, October 19, 6:00 p.m. (in person and via Zoom): Presentation 

and discussion of the 2023 ministry budget 

• Sunday, October 23 at the beginning of worship:  In person voting on the 

2023 ministry budget.  Online voting will take place via a digital survey 

available between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. that day. 

Please pray that everyone involved in this process will be open to listening to 

the Holy Spirit's direction, and prayerfully consider your commitment to 

support Second Baptist in 2023.   
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity 

and ministry costs  

Year-to-Date through 8/26/22 

 

Receipts      $736,636 

Expenses       728,619 

Net               $    8,017 

 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  



SAVE THE DATE FOR THE PUMPKIN FESTIVAL 

We are planning to celebrate pumpkins and fall with our community once again! 

Rain or shine!  So, mark your calendars for Saturday, October 22, from 11:00 a.m. - 

1:00 p.m. for our Pumpkin Festival! We are looking for volunteers to head up each 

of our areas: registration, trunk or treat, hot dogs, popcorn, snow cones, hayride, 

inflatables, photos in the patch, games and much more! Be looking for an online 

sign-up to serve or contact Tanya or Daniel.  

THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING …. THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING!! 

It’s time to gear up for the most exciting season at Second Baptist Church.  Pumpkin season!  Each 

year, God provides us an incredible opportunity to reflect the love, kindness, and generosity of Christ 

to thousands of our neighbors.  Our patch offers a safe place for children to laugh and smile.  It’s a 

special space for families to create memories.  It’s a holy place where kindness is offered freely and 

where we see glimpses of the kingdom of God.  Guests arrive to purchase pumpkins but depart 

receiving so much more thanks to our amazing church and community volunteers.  

Be sure to review the list of Pumpkin Patch activities and volunteer opportunities (something for 

everyone of every age) and find the best way for you to get involved and participate this 

year.  Visit www.2ndmemphis.org/pumpkin-patch for all online sign-up links. 

IMPORTANT PUMPKIN PATCH DATES  

Patch Preparation: Monday – Friday, September 19-23 and September 26-30  

First Pumpkin Unload: Saturday, October 1 (Child care available: Bed Babies- age 3.) 

Second Pumpkin Unload: Saturday, October 15  (Child care available: Bed Babies- age 3.) 

Pumpkin Festival: Saturday, October 22 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

Volunteer Appreciation Lunch: Sunday, November 7, 11:30 a.m. 

PATCH PREPARATION AND PALLETS   

Help us set up the patch.  Volunteers can contact Daniel to help lay out pallets and other 

supplies necessary for the patch.  Youth opportunities are available the weeks of 

September 19 and 26 from 4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. but adults can help at any time 

convenient for them. Even thirty minutes is helpful.   

THE GREAT PUMPKIN UNLOADS: Saturday, October 1 and 15  

Find your Pumpkin Patch shirt, invite a friend, and be a part of the fun and fellowship 

that occurs when we unload a tractor trailer full of pumpkins and transform our front 

lawn into a pumpkin paradise. Whether you can lift the biggest or only the smallest 

pumpkin, EVERYONE is invited to participate. Remember our new unloading process 

and sign up online for specific tasks and times. We hope to see you – and your friends – 

in the patch.  

PUMPKIN PATCH SHIFTS: October 1 - October 31   

We need your help serving daily three-hour shifts in the Pumpkin Patch! During your 

shift, you’ll welcome people to the patch, share stickers with children, hand out 

PUMPKIN BREAD to everyone, water flowers, take payments, help people to their cars, 

share about our church and so much more. Be sure to invite a friend to serve with you 

and wear your Pumpkin Patch shirt. Don’t have a shirt? Don’t worry, we have one for you. 

Want to serve but you can’t serve the whole shift or want to serve more than three hours? 

No problem. Just let Daniel know and we can work around your schedule.  

Sign-up links are available on the website, Center Your Week emails, and social media.  
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  

 

STAFF  

Dr. Stephen Cook  

Senior Pastor  

Mr. Larry Denman  

Minister of  

Music & Worship  

Rev. Daniel Johnson  

Associate Pastor 

Mrs. Tanya Mabry  

Minister of  

Children & Families 


