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                                                                                                                                                   Fall Adult Formation 

NEW FORMATION CLASSES BEGIN: Sunday, October 16  

This month our next round of adult formation classes gets underway.  As a reminder, all 

Sunday school groups (children, youth, and adults) gather at 9:00 each week.  Then at 9:25, 

for our adult groups, there will be a break to attend one of the following four discipleship 

offerings (facilitator and session information is included on p.3): 

“Critical Conversations: Moving from Thoughts and Prayers to Discourse and Action” 

“Taste and See: Discovering God Among Butchers, Bakers, and Fresh Food Makers” 

“Words of Hope in the Poetry of Lamentations” 

“Reckless Love: Jesus’ Call to Love Our Neighbor” 

 

PUMPKIN SEASON IS HERE! 

It’s time to gear up for the most exciting season at Second Baptist Church.  Pumpkin 

season!  Each year, God provides us an incredible opportunity to reflect the love, 

kindness, and generosity of Christ to thousands of our neighbors.  Our patch offers a 

safe place for children to laugh and smile.  It’s a special space for families to create 

memories.  It’s a holy place where kindness is offered freely and where we see 

glimpses of the kingdom of God.  Guests arrive to purchase pumpkins but depart 

receiving so much more thanks to our amazing church and community volunteers.  

Be sure to review the list of Pumpkin Patch activities and volunteer opportunities 

(something for everyone of every age) and find the best way for you to get involved 

and participate this year.  Visit www.2ndmemphis.org/pumpkin-patch for all online 

sign-up links. 

 

PUMPKIN FESTIVAL: Saturday, October 22 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  

We hope to enjoy a beautiful day in the pumpkin patch with our Second family 

and wider community of neighbors. As usual, we cannot have this festival 

without your help! We need for YOU to volunteer to help with all areas of the 

festival from registration and parking to snow cones or having a trunk or treat 

car. Individually wrapped candy can be dropped off in the tub outside the 

church office now through October 20. To sign up for any volunteer spot, 

contact Tanya Mabry at tmabry@2ndmemphis.org 

 

THE SECOND GREAT PUMPKIN UNLOAD: Saturday, October 15  

A second load of pumpkins is coming which means another                                              

morning of fun, fellowship, and hard work as God’s people                                   

accomplish a mighty task together. Sign up online to join                                                          

the fun and be sure to invite friends to help us                                                                         

restock our pumpkin panorama.  Whether you can                                              

lift the biggest pumpkins, the smallest gourds,                                                                              

or can just come help welcome all                                                                                            

our volunteers, we want you there. 
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THE EXPERIMENT CONTINUES! 

In early August our adult Sunday school leaders shared with the congregation a plan for 

adjusting our schedule and approach for spiritual formation.  The second Sunday in 

September, we kicked off that new format that allows existing classes to come together for 

prayer, fellowship, and announcements.  Then, at 9:25, our adults have the opportunity to 

choose from one of four electives. 

Thank you for your participation in and engagement with this approach.  Our Sunday school 

leaders told us during the summer that they want to engage this format for six months 

(through the season of Lent) as a way for gauging its effectiveness.  So far as I can see, we are 

off to a solid start! 

I am excited about the sessions we will be offering beginning October 16 and going through 

November 20.  Detailed information about those is listed on p. 3.  Then we will turn our 

attention to Advent and Christmas.  In the new year, we will have additional new series to 

consider and will include guest speakers from the community and beyond. 

These are exciting days of dreaming, experimenting, learning, growing, and going where 

God is calling us.  I hope you are taking part! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 

 

 

SOUTH AFRICA MISSION EXPERIENCE 

June 30 – July 11, 2023 

DEPOSIT: $500 due Sunday, October 30 

The words of South African minister and author 

Trevor Hudson speak to the heart of why we offer 

South Africa mission experiences.  “Those of us involved in the conversations about 

spiritual formation need to insist that any expression of discipleship that removes 

the Christ-follower from human suffering is counterfeit and delusive. It betrays 

God’s passionate love for each person, denies our connectedness in the human 

family, and results in what has been described as a ‘false inwardness.’ We 

become the person God intends not within a private religious zone, but within 

God’s broken and wounded world.”   

There is something powerful about being sent to serve within God’s broken and 

wounded world.  It is why Jesus sent out his disciples: so they could encounter 

the suffering within their wounded world; so God could increase their 

compassion and love for their neighbor; so they could see God’s activity within 

the world and God’s beauty within all people; so they could become the 

persons God intended them to be.  This certainly can happen in Memphis 

where there is ample suffering.  However, there is something unique when it’s 

done outside our normal spheres and comfort zones.   

During our experiences, there are opportunities for physical labor, working with 

children, offering pastoral care and comfort, and more.  Total final cost will 

depend on final flight costs, but is typically approximately $3000.  Funds are 

available to defray total cost.  If you have questions or are interested in learning 

more, contact Daniel or Stephen.      
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OCTOBER 

PREACHING &  

WORSHIP THEMES 

 
October 2: World Communion 
Sunday 
Title: A Table as Open as the 
Outstretched Arms 
Text: Isaiah 25:6-9 
 
October 9: 
Title: Disruptive Grace 
Text: Philemon 1-21 
OT Lesson: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
 
October 16: 
US Navy Chaplain Matt Weems 
preaching 
Title: Learning to Live 
Text: Colossians 3:14-4:5 
 
October 23: 
Title: The Arithmetic of 
Thanksgiving 
Text: Luke 17:11-19 
OT Lesson: Psalm 111 
 
October 30: 
Title: Broken Measuring Sticks  
Text: Luke 18:9-14 
OT Lesson: Genesis 4:1-10      



 

 
 

“Critical Conversations: Moving from Thoughts and Prayers to Discourse and Action” (room 

113).  Facilitated by Frances Breland and Anne Bryan, these sessions will give us a framework 

and skills for engaging in discourse around challenging current topics. Participants will learn 

how to engage in thoughtful and respectful conversation about divisive issues and how to 

move from consideration to action through topics and practices that include:  

• Sharing views respectfully 

• Listening without an agenda or pre-drawn conclusions 

• Considering things from multiple perspectives 

• Hospitality of intimate conversation  

• Validity of sources 

• Moving from faith to action 

 

“Words of Hope in the Poetry of Lamentations” (room 103).  Facilitated by Matt Meador, this 

traditional, curriculum-based study will challenge participants to read through laments, 

death songs mourning the demise of Jerusalem, and expressing trauma through the 

language of grief and longing. When we cry out using God's words, we remember the 

goodness of God's character. These sessions focus on God's faithful response to human 

repentance and the meaning of "life in abundance." Participants will draw out times of 

anguish while depicting that with God, we move from mourning to joy. 

 

“Taste and See: Discovering God Among Butchers, Bakers, and Fresh Food Makers”    

(room 111).  Facilitated by Amy Cook, Catherine and Jim Lewis, these sessions explore 

the insights of author Margaret Feinberg who takes the words of the psalmist, “Taste 

and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8), on a culinary and spiritual adventure.  

From a salt mine to harvesting olives to baking fresh matzo, these sessions invite 

participants to consider the question, “How do you read scripture in light of what 

you do every day?”  The weekly topics guide us to:  

Overcome awkwardness and nurture deeper connections around any table. 

Rise above uncertainty, knowing what seeds God has planted in you. 

Learn how you were uniquely created to help others flourish. 

Unlock the satisfying and fruitful life you've been created for.   

 

“Reckless Love: Jesus’ Call to Love Our Neighbor” (CFLC lobby).  Facilitated by 

Stephen Cook and Matt Weems, these sessions invite participants to love God 

more deeply by loving our neighbors better.  By exploring Jesus’ teaching and 

travels with his disciples, we find that Jesus teaches us how to love God with 

heart, soul, mind, and strength by showing us how to love our neighbor. While 

many hope to learn to be better family, friends, leaders, and neighbors by finding 

a deeper relationship with God, what if becoming a better neighbor leads you to 

that deeper love of God? 
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New Sunday School Classes 



 

PICTORAL DIRECTORY UPDATES ARE UNDERWAY 

On the first two Sundays of October, we are continuing to update pictures for our church 

directory.  Everyone who is part of the Second family (whether “officially” a 

member or not!) is invited to have your picture made in the foyer before and 

after Sunday school and worship.  We are also asking everyone to confirm their 

contact information to make sure phone numbers, emails, and mailing 

addresses are up to date. 

 

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY CELEBRATION IS OCTOBER 2 

Each year the first Sunday in October finds Christians around the 

globe gathering at the Lord’s Table for the celebration of World 

Communion Sunday.  As is our custom at Second Baptist 

Church, whenever we share this sacred meal, we also collect a 

special offering to support the benevolence ministries of our 

deacon body.  Plan now to share – both at the table and in this 

collection – as we remember the depths of God’s love for the world. 

 

BLOOD DRIVE IN MEMORY OF JOHN AVIS 

Later this fall, Second Baptist Church plans to host a blood donation 

drive with the American Red Cross in memory of John Avis.  At the time 

of this printing, we are finalizing the date for this event.  Please sign up 

and spread the word to others in our community about sharing the gift 

of life in memory of one of Second’s beloved servant leaders. 

 

SECOND WELCOMES U.S. NAVY CHAPLIN COMMANDER MATT WEEMS  

On Sunday, October 16 our congregation has the opportunity to hear from one of 

our own members, Matt Weems, during worship that 

morning.  Matt is currently stationed at the naval base in 

Millington, prior to his next deployment to Japan in the 

spring of 2023. 

Matt grew up in Kingfisher, Oklahoma.  He enlisted in 

the United States Coast Guard and served four years as 

a Radioman before being honorably discharged.  He 

graduated from Oklahoma Baptist University with a 

Bachelor of Arts and received a Master of Divinity from 

Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary.  He was 

commissioned into the U.S. Navy in April of 2002. 

Matt has served tours in Iraq, Japan, and various stateside assignments through 

his years a Navy chaplain.  We are fortunate to have him serving at Second 

during this season of life and look forward to his message on October 16.   
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OCTOBER 2 



 

 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE PUMPKIN FESTIVAL  

Saturday, October 22, 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

Once again, we will host our community event to celebrate our pumpkin festival!  It is always a 

fun event for all who attend.  We are asking for donations of candy to use for trunk or treat cars 

which can be dropped off at the church office or financial donations will be accepted. 

Contact the following to volunteer for these areas: 

Set up: Larry Denman 

Host a Trunk or treat car:  Sharon Ludwig; 

Assist with parking:  Aaron Parker & John Moore; 

Prepare hotdogs:  Catherine Lewis, Deacons & friends 

Hayride: Tommy Sexton 

Popcorn, Snow cones: Tanya Mabry 

Registration: Bonnie Smith 

Games:  Daniel Johnson 

Inflatables: Tanya Mabry 

Clean up:  Tanya Mabry 

  

 

 

 

A Note of upcoming events: 
 

HANGING OF THE GREEN ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27  

Join us in worship as our youth and children lead us in preparing our Sanctuary for 

the Advent and Christmas seasons. 

 

LESSONS AND CAROLS ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18  

One week before Christmas, our musicians will take us through the prophecy of 

Jesus’ arrival on earth and the events leading up to His birth through a 

combination of scripture and music. 
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ONLINE AND MOBILE GIVING  

It's easy to set up recurring gifts through Vanco, our payment processor.  Click on "Giving" 

on our 2ndmemphis.org website and follow the prompts.  You may also give via your 

mobile device.  Simply download the "Vanco Mobile Faith" app and search for "Second 

Baptist."  Scroll down to select our church, then establish your account and input your 

payment information. It's all safe and secure.  Coming soon:  you'll have the option to 

contribute a percentage of your gift to help offset our 

processing charges for accepting credit cards. If you 

need any assistance, contact Patti 

at pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org or 682.3395. May God 

bless you as you bless Christ’s church and our Second 

community with your generosity! 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS SCHEDULED FOR OCTOBER  

This month has two congregational meetings on the calendar.   

First, on Wednesday, October 19 at 6:00 p.m. we will gather in person (feel free to bring 

your own dinner) or on Zoom for our fourth quarterly meeting of the year.  This is the time 

each year when we elect deacons to serve three-year terms beginning in January, vote on 

recommendations from the nominating committee for ministry area coordinators and 

committee leaders, and review a plan for funding our ministry and mission initiatives in 

the coming year. 

Then, on Sunday, October 23 at 10:25 a.m. we will gather in the sanctuary for a specially 

called meeting with a single agenda item: to vote on the adoption of the 2023 ministry 

budget.  This meeting does not include time for discussion, as that will take place on 

the Wednesday evening prior.  Please note: instructions for voting electronically for 

those not able to be present for worship on Sunday will be sent prior to the meeting. 

Also note: in the event that the funding plan for our proposed ministry budget is 

not finalized by October 19 we will hold specially called meetings in November to 

both consider and adopt the 2023 ministry budget. 

 

SECOND SUNDAY LUNCH MOVES OUTDOORS IN OCTOBER 

Join us on Sunday, October 9 for our monthly Second Sunday lunch!  After 

worship everyone in the Second family is invited outdoors to enjoy a delicious 

meal from a local food truck.  Please use the link available here to sign up, or 

email info@2ndmemphis.org to add your name to the list.  Cost for the meal is 

$12 for adults, $8 for children, and $32 maximum for families. 

. 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity 

and ministry costs  

Year-to-Date through 9/30/22 

 

Receipts      $833,733 

Expenses       864,795 

  Net            ($   31,062) 

 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  

mailto:pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org
mailto:info@2ndmemphis.org


PUMPKIN PATCH SHIFTS: October 1 - October 31   

We need your help serving daily, three-hour shifts in the Pumpkin Patch! 

During your shift, you’ll welcome guests, hand out stickers, offer pumpkin 

bread, water flowers, take payments, help people to their cars, share about 

our church, show God’s love, and so much more.  

Be sure to invite a friend to serve with you and wear your Pumpkin Patch shirt. 

Don’t have a shirt? Don’t worry!  We have one for you.  

Want to serve but you can’t serve the whole shift or want to serve more than 

three hours? No problem. Just let Daniel know and we can work around your 

schedule. Sign up online today and be a part of reflecting the love, kindness, and generosity of 

Christ to the thousands of neighbors we meet throughout the month.  

Sign-up links are available on the website, Center Your Week emails, and social media.  

 

PUMPKIN PATCH APPRECIATION LUNCHEON: Sunday, November 6 at 11:45 a.m.  

All pumpkin patch volunteers are invited to a lunch to honor your service and celebrate all 

God has done in and through us during the pumpkin season. The success of our patch is 

not possible without the support and encouragement of our entire church community. 

Our annual hamburger lunch is just a small way to thank everyone (youth, children and 

adults) who make sacrifices to set up the patch, unload pumpkins, work shifts, and offer 

prayers that lead to ministry benefiting Memphis and beyond. Sign up online to make 

your luncheon reservations by Wednesday, November 2. 

 

SURROUNDED BY PUMPKINS, PLANNING FOR CHRISTMAS 

With pumpkins filling our front lawn this month, we are already looking ahead 

toward Advent and Christmas.  Over the last two years, we have made adaptations 

and adjustments to the ways we have marked these seasons.  Hopefully, this year 

will feel a bit more familiar.  But, in it all, we hold onto the hope of the promise of 

Emmanuel, God with us.   

The last Sunday of November is also the first Sunday of Advent.  This is when we 

decorate our Second Family Christmas Tree and share in the hanging of the 

green.  If you would like to contribute an ornament to include on the tree, please 

bring that to the church by Sunday, November 20.  Your ornament might show 

something about your family (hobbies, interests, etc.) or simply express your joy 

during the season.   

Also, if you would like to purchase a poinsettia for the season in honor or in 

memory of someone, please contact Alisa Cunningham in the church office at 

901.682.3395 or by email at acunningham@2ndmemphis.org. 
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FAMILY     ministry 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44a5af2fa0fd0-pumpkin5
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b44a5af2fa0fd0-volunteer
mailto:acunningham@2ndmemphis.org
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  

 

STAFF  

Dr. Stephen Cook  

Senior Pastor  

Mr. Larry Denman  

Minister of  

Music & Worship  

Rev. Daniel Johnson  

Associate Pastor 

Mrs. Tanya Mabry  

Minister of  

Children & Families 


