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Advent and Christmas at Second 

After two years of rearrangements to these special seasons, we are excited to share some old 

familiar traditions even while forming some new ones.  Please take note of these special 

events, opportunities, and occasions for worship and ministry that we have on the horizon as 

we anticipate Christ’s coming! 

 

Sunday, December 4 – The Second Sunday of Advent 

Holy Disruption: Discovering Advent in the Gospel of Mark study for adults at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship, featuring music from Eleanor and Margaret Fore, pianists. 

 

Saturday, December 10 – The Grove Music Academy Open House and Recital beginning at 

10:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall. 

 

Sunday, December 11 – The Third Sunday of Advent 

Holy Disruption: Discovering Advent in the Gospel of Mark study for adults at 9:30 a.m. 

Worship, featuring familiar carols for congregational singing. 

 

Wednesday, December 14 – Senior Adult Christmas Lunch at 11:30 a.m. featuring 

music from Sydney Batson, harpist and Julia Pilgrim, pianist. Please contact the church 

office at 682.3395 or info@2ndmemphis.org to make a reservation. 

 

Thursday, December 15 – Parents’ Day Out Christmas Program at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Saturday, December 17 – Members of Second Baptist deliver Christmas baskets to 

neighbors in our community beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, December 18 – The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 Sunday school Christmas fellowship breakfasts and Bible studies at 9:00 a.m. 

A Service of Lessons and Carols, featuring music from our adult choir. 

 

Saturday, December 24 –  

Christmas Eve Candlelight and 

Communion Service in the 

sanctuary at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 25 –  

Christmas Worship at 10:30 a.m. 

in the fellowship hall.  Wear your 

favorite Christmas pajamas and 

enjoy refreshment and worship 

with your Second family!   

Please note: there will be no Sunday school classes on Christmas morning. 
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“Fast Away the Old Year Passes” 

Each year, Advent begins with the Church hearing 

passages of scripture that remind us Christ’s first 

coming is not his final coming.  We believe in the 

hope and promise that God is not finished with us 

and this world that God loves so deeply and dearly. 

 

When we deck the halls in our sanctuary at the 

Hanging of the Green service, I’m reminded of the 

song we sing this time of the year.  “Deck the Hall” was originally written in the 1500s as a 

song for celebrating the new year.   

 

“Fast away the old year passes,” the melody goes before another of its trademark “fa la la la la 

la’s.”   

 

And that’s the truth.  The old years do pass hastily.  The longer we live the more aware we 

become of time’s passing.  How quickly days move into weeks, weeks into months, and 

months into years.  Is this really the Cook family’s 13
th

 Christmas to celebrate with our 

Second family that we love so dearly? 

 

Jesus tells us to, “Stand up and raise your heads…Be alert at all times.”  Fast away the old 

year passes, indeed.  Time marches on. 

 

In the still-early days of the season, I hope we will be awake to what really matters.  

As the days pass, let’s resolve to be attuned to the great good news of the Advent 

Gospel we share: God is with us.  God has not come once and for all to leave us with 

nothing other than some nostalgic memories of a once upon a time moment in a 

manger.  No.  The great good news of the Advent Gospel is that Christ has come, 

Christ is coming, and Christ is present with us even now. 

 

Amid everything else these days hold, is there anything more vital to know and 

believe than this? 

 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 

 

 

Advent Sunday School Study 

During Advent our adult Sunday school classes are 

studying the book, Holy Disruption: Discovering Advent 

in the Gospel of Mark by Tracy Daubs.   

After adult groups meet in their “home” departments, at 

9:30 everyone is gathering in the fellowship hall where 

Burt Waller is offering these lessons that help us see the 

Advent message in every aspect of Jesus’ life.  Although 

the Gospel of Mark does not have a nativity story, the 

incarnation of God that we see in Jesus according to Mark 

is a living witness to the disruptive and transformative love God has for us and our 

world. 
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DECEMBER 

PREACHING &  

WORSHIP THEMES 
 

December 4: Advent II 

Title: Advent Pointers 

Text: Isaiah 11:1-10 

NT Lesson: Matthew 3:1-12 

 

December 11: Advent III 

Title: Mind the Gap 

Text: Matthew 11:2-11 

 

December 18: Advent IV 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

December 24: Christmas Eve 

Candlelight & Communion 

Title: Glory Shines Brightest in 

the Shadows 

Text: Luke 2:1-20 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

December 25: Christmas 

Title: What Did You Get? 

Text: Luke 2:1-11; John 1:1-14 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 52:7-10 



Hospitality Ministry: Matching Names and Faces 

I have really been enjoying our fall Sunday School schedule of meeting in our departments 

and then selecting among four different classes to attend. I love opportunities to be with 

other members and get to know them better. If you’re like me, you may have noticed some 

faces for whom you can’t come up with a name and wished that we used name tags!  

 

Well, worry no more! On the first Sunday of Advent we began providing name tags for 

everyone to wear during Bible study and worship.   

 

Please wear them through worship and then, as you leave the sanctuary, there are bins in the 

foyer to return them right by the sanctuary doors. The bins are marked by divisions of the 

alphabet, so just drop your name tag in the correct bin.  

 

I know this will take a while for us to get used to, but I think it will be a great help to all of us 

as we learn to put names and faces together. As we are also having more guests, this also 

gives us a chance to recognize folks who may be visiting. This provides an opportunity to 

introduce yourself and welcome them to Second!  

- Carmen Anderson  

 

A Note About Sunday School and Worship on December 25 and January 1 

Please note that on Sundays, December 25 and January 1 we WILL NOT gather for Sunday 

school but we WILL gather for worship at 10:30 a.m.  

 

On Christmas morning we will come together in a more casual setting with worship and 

refreshments in the fellowship hall.  Wear your favorite Christmas pajamas and join your 

Second family for worship that special day!   

 

On Sunday, January 1 we will return to    

the sanctuary for worship at 10:30 a.m. 

but will not begin our new Bible study 

and formation sessions until January 8.   

 

Enjoy the extra time of rest and then join 

your Second family to worship together 

to finish the year in 2022 and begin 

anew in 2023!    

 

Poinsettias for Advent and Christmas 

It’s not too late to take part in sharing the gift of a poinsettia in honor or in 

memory of a loved one during these special days.  Each flower costs $10.00 with 

order forms available in the church office and foyer.  Please give generously to 

help enhance the beauty of our space during this sacred season!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 3 

 

10:30 a.m. 
December 25 

(Wear your pajamas.) 

January 1 
 

We will not have  
Sunday School either week. 



End of Year Giving Reminders 

Thank you everyone for your generosity this year.  As we approach year-end, there are 

many ways to make your gifts to the church.  Remember to make the gift by midnight on 

December 31 for it to count in 2022: 

 

Mail your checks to the church and remember they must be postmarked by December 31. 

Bring your gifts to the church by Thursday, December 29 no later than 4:30 p.m.  Please note, 

this is the last day the office is open between Christmas and New Year's! Give online through 

our website, www.2ndmemphis.org.  Select "Giving" and follow the prompts.   

Text-to-Give 888.704.0507 or give through the Vanco Mobile Faith app on your smartphone. 

Initiate a stock transfer or retirement distribution prior to year-end. 

 

As we enter the final days of 2022, help us finish strong by 

continuing to support Second Baptist and our 

ministries.  We are blessed when we give back to God in 

thankfulness of what we have been given!   

 

 

 

Sharing Your Gifts in a Season of Sharing 

As we approach the end of the calendar year, we encourage you to contact your financial 

advisor or CPA about all of the ways you can contribute to our ongoing mission at 

Second.  Legislation passed in recent years due to the pandemic has created some 

different opportunities for you to continue your faithful giving to the church and 

support of other charitable organizations.  As a reminder, the church can easily accept 

stock gifts, and that may be one option you wish to explore with your financial 

advisor or CPA. 

  

For further information about this or other giving options available, please contact 

Patti Calvert, our Church Financial Administrator at 682.3395 or 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.   

 

 

Sleeping with Bread Spiritual Formation Retreat 

Saturday, January 28 

 

In the early days of the new year, plan to 

take part in a half-day spiritual formation 

retreat with others from our Second family.  

This will be a time to engage different 

prayer practices, listen to scripture, share 

fellowship, and strengthen our community.   

 

Rick Bennett, coordinator of the Tennessee Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, will 

be leading these sessions around the theme “Sleeping with Bread.”  Watch for 

more details in the days ahead! 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity 

and ministry costs  

Year-to-Date through 11/28/22 

 

Receipts      $1,009,592 
Expenses       1,055,553 
Net               ($   45,961) 

 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  

http://www.2ndmemphis.org
mailto:pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org


Christmas Baskets 

Saturday, December 17 

Coordinated by our Deacon Benevolence team, Second Baptist provides Christmas baskets full 

of food and grace to families in need, and there are four ways you can help. 

1. You can submit names to the church office (info@2ndmemphis.org) by December 6 of 

individuals or families who could benefit from receiving a basket.  

2. You can collect and donate banana boxes used to carry 

the food we share.  

3. You can make a financial donation to support this 

ministry. Whether you donate online or by mail, please 

designate the donation “Christmas Basket Ministry.”  

4. You can help deliver baskets on Saturday, December 17. 

To sign up to deliver, contact the church office or watch 

upcoming Second Baptist communications for the 

online sign-up link. 

 

Brinkley Heights Christmas Toy Store  

Thank you to everyone who has donated to the 

Brinkley Heights Toy Store.  In addition to donating 

toys, you can also volunteer for a two-hour shift 

during toy store hours, December 5-8 from 10:00 

a.m. – 2:00 p.m. For more information, contact 

Daniel Johnson or Sam Wilson.  

 

  
A Note of upcoming events: 
 

The greenery is hung, the candles lit, and the Second family tree is decorated. Thank 

you to all of our volunteers who helped prepare for this wonderful season of the 

year.  From bringing down decorations from upstairs storage closets to fluffing 

garlands and greenery, many hands have been involved in setting the stage for our 

journey to Bethlehem. 

 

Our Hanging of the Green service on the last 

Sunday of November was a wonderful time of 

worship led by our youth and children, and the 

season of Advent is only just beginning! Make 

plans to participate each Sunday in worship as 

we share sacred traditions, sing familiar carols, welcome new guests, and 

remember the stories scripture teaches about God’s great love for the world.   

 

Mark your calendars especially for the Service of Lessons and Carols on December 

18 as we focus on the prophesies foretold and fulfilled through scripture, music, 

and meditation.  

 

Then, make plans to be present for Christmas Eve worship at 5:00 that evening and 

a special Christmas Day service at 10:30 that morning. 
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    Church Office and CFLC         

    Holiday Schedules 

Please make note of our 

holiday schedule for the 

church office and Christian 

Family Life Center.   

 

The church office and CFLC 

will be closed on Monday, 

December 26 and Tuesday, 

December 27 for Christmas 

and on Friday, December 30 

and Monday, January 2 for 

the New Year holiday.   

 

In the event of an urgent 

pastoral care need during 

the time our offices are 

closed, please contact the       

  minister on call at  

    901.604.6686. 

mailto:info@2ndmemphis.org


Together for Hope Arkansas Update and Opportunity 

Together for Hope Arkansas recently formed two groups, Young Men 

of Tomorrow (YMOT) and Young Women of Tomorrow (YWOT).  Most 

of the kids involved are from single parent homes and they meet on 

Wednesday nights for homework time followed by crafts and a 

discussion on career goals.  The new executive director, Karen Williams, 

shared in an email how surprised she was to hear the aspirations of these 

young people to be lawyers, judges, and teachers.  One even wants to be 

a minister.  Their project for December is a hat, scarf, and blanket drive so the youth can pass 

them out to those in need.  If you would like to support their drive by donating items or giving 

a monetary gift, contact Daniel.    

 

A Youth Ministry Conversation 

Sunday, January 8
th

 after Second Sunday Lunch 

All youth, parents, and adult leaders are invited to a conversation about the current state 

and direction of our youth ministry.  The discussion will include the need to reestablish a 

Youth Ministry Team for planning and leadership, the challenges and opportunities facing 

our youth ministry, and a time of Q&A about the new Ministry Fellow position and how 

that role will impact our ministry to youth.  This is an important conversation and we hope 

all our youth families can be present or represented.   

 

January Youth Meetings 

For three Sundays afternoons in January (15, 22, 29), we are creating a time for our 

youth to spend time together in fellowship and spiritual conversations.  Youth will 

meet from 4:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. and each meeting will start with a time of games 

followed by a discussion about faith.  We hope these sessions allow our youth to 

build relationships with one another and can become a safe place for them to share 

their joys and burdens.  In addition to games and discussions, we are looking for 

caring adults to provide snacks each week.  If you can help with food, please 

contact Daniel.   

 

Thank You from the Pumpkin Patch 

There is a common phrase shared around church (and 

other) leaders. Money follows mission. In the last few years, 

we have truly seen this truth realized in our pumpkin patch. 

The more we gave emphasis to offering Christian hospitality, 

creating a safe experience for families, extending an 

invitation to our entire Memphis community, and imaging 

ways to show and share the love of Christ in our patch, the 

more our sales numbers increased. This year, total sales eclipsed $100,000, net 

sales over $43,000, and final proceeds exceeded $34,000. The use for all the 

funds has yet to be fully determined but, at our Volunteer Appreciation Lunch, a 

$10,000 gift was given to the Collegiate School of Memphis in recognition of 

the 59 scholars who volunteered 353 hours in the patch. The gift will help 

Collegiate complete the new outdoor learning space that will help bring 

students and the community together. Our patch is successful because of our 

faithful volunteers who embrace and live out the spirit of Christ and encourage 

others to do so as well.  Thank you to everyone who prayed, volunteered, shared 

about the patch on social media, and told their friends. We’ll see you next year.   
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Mark Your Calendars! 

PASSPORT YOUTH CAMP 

June 9-15, 2023 

McMurry University  

Abilene, TX 

Completed 6
th

 – 12
th

 graders 

 



 

 

Advent for Children and Families: During the season of Advent, as we prepare our hearts for the 

birth of Jesus, our children have been learning about the Advent wreath symbols

-hope, love, joy and peace.  Through activities done with families at home and 

friends at Sunday School, the purpose is to set aside time each day in December 

to pause and celebrate Jesus, the miracle of Christmas.  To enhance the home 

experience, each family has been given a copy of the book, “25 Days of the 

Christmas Story” . 

 

Sunday, December 11 

Christmas Party: Our children will celebrate Jesus’ birth on December 11 during Sunday 

School. We want to share our gifts with others so this year instead of exchanging gifts with 

each other, each child should bring children’s gloves and /or stocking hats to donate to 

Brinkley Heights. Hope to see you all there! 

 

Candy Cane Lane:  Along with our Children’s Christmas Party, we will have Candy Cane 

Lane!  This will take place during Sunday School and is a fun opportunity for children to 

buy gifts for family members.  Children should bring in $1.00 for each present they wish 

to buy!  They will leave with wrapped gifts for family and friends.   

 

Children are Thankful! 

During the Thanksgiving season, our children took time to share the many things they 

are thankful for!  You may have seen these displayed on a tree in the foyer after 

church! Each child showed how BIG their love is for their family and friends and 

Jesus!  We are grateful for these children and their families! 

 

Hanging of the Green  

Thank you, children, for adding to the Hanging of the Green service with your 

singing and placing of the poinsettias!  You did a wonderful job!   
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FAMILY     ministry 
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monthly by Second Baptist Church, 4680 Wal-

nut Grove Road, Memphis, TN 38117-2599. 

Periodical Postage Paid at Memphis, TN.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

CROSS ROADS, 4680 Walnut Grove Road, 

Memphis, TN 38117.  

 

 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  

 

STAFF  

Dr. Stephen Cook  

Senior Pastor  

Mr. Larry Denman  

Minister of  

Music & Worship  

Rev. Daniel Johnson  

Associate Pastor 

Mrs. Tanya Mabry  

Minister of  

Children & Families 


