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                                                                                                                                                   Fall Adult Formation 

Second Sunday Lunch and Town Hall Meeting 

Make plans to be present for a very important meal and meeting on Sunday, November 13.  

In conjunction with our monthly Second Sunday lunch, we will continue the conversations we 

have been sharing as a congregation over the last six months as we seek to faithfully follow 

who God is calling us to be and what God is calling us to do as a church.  Included with this 

time of congregational conversation will be a specially called meeting of the church to 

consider two significant items: a plan for funding our mission and ministry initiatives in 

2023, as well as the creation of a Ministry Fellow position on our staff. 

 

Watch for additional details about these items the church is being asked to consider, but 

make your reservation for lunch now by calling the church office at 901.682.3395, using 

the QR code below or emailing info@2ndmemphis.org.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Called Congregational Meeting Announcement 

In addition to the specially called meeting of the church in conjunction with our 

Second Sunday lunch in November, please note that we will have another 

meeting on Sunday, November 20 to vote on a recommendation that the 

Finance Committee is presenting the Sunday prior.  This meeting will take            

place at 10:25 a.m. in the sanctuary without further discussion.  The 

congregation will be asked to approve a plan for funding mission and ministry 

commitments in 2023. 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time Reminder 

Please remember to set your clocks back one hour before going to bed on 

Saturday, November 5.  

Enjoy the extra hour of sleep 

as Daylight Saving Time 

ends that evening and then 

come refreshed and ready 

for Sunday school, worship, 

and our pumpkin patch 

volunteer appreciation lunch!   
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Shared Gifts for Shared Ministries 

Every year at this time our church undertakes important practices that are vital to our life 

together every day, week, and month of the year.  This is the time for talking about the 

resources we require for the mission and ministry initiatives we pursue and the day-to-day 

operations of our church’s space and property.   

 

None of us should lose sight of the fact that the time we give these days asking for you to 

plan your giving and to generously share in the larger work of the church also coincides with 

the season of thanksgiving.  The money we share through our offerings to Second are, at their 

core, opportunities to demonstrate our gratitude.  Sure, there are more than a few reasons to 

give, but ultimately, being generous is a way for you and me to show God that we are 

grateful. 

 

As my family and I have committed to completing and exceeding our pledge of financial 

support for Second in the current year, we have also made a plan for increasing our gifts to 

the church in the coming year.  We do that because – thankfully – we are fortunate to be in 

a position to do so.   

 

While not everyone is in the same situation, I do hope that we all will remember that the 

gifts we share are shared for ministry.  Every dollar counts.  Every offering we make is a 

chance for us to express our gratitude to God for the extraordinarily good gift that we’ve 

been given to be part of this remarkable, resilient community of faith that we call 

our Second family. 

 

Know that I continue to give thanks for the privilege you give me to serve as your 

pastor.  This month marks 12 years of us sharing life together.  I am forever grateful 

for the continuing call we get to share as we gather to worship and scatter to serve! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 

 

 

All Saints Sunday is November 6 

The first Sunday in November each year is 

designated as All Saints Sunday. This is a 

time Christians remember and give 

thanks for our predecessors in faith. 

When our congregation gathers for 

worship that morning in the sanctuary 

and online, we will read the names and 

honor the memories of those from our 

Second family who have died since last November and who, collectively, 

represent more than 217 years of membership in our church. We have invited 

the family members of all those who have passed away to join us that day as we 

celebrate these saints who now rest eternally with God.  
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NOVEMBER 

PREACHING &  

WORSHIP THEMES 
 

November 6: All Saints             

Sunday 

Title: Plain Saints 

Text: Luke 6:20-31 

 

November 13: 

Title: Amid Our Present 

Imperfections 

Text: Psalm 98 

NT Lesson: Matthew 6:7-13 

 

November 20: Christ the King 

Sunday 

Title: When Christ is King 

Text: Colossians 1:11-20 

OT Lesson: Psalm 46 

 

November 27: Advent I – The 

Hanging of the Green 

Title: The Time of Our Lives 

Text: Romans 13:11-14 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 2:1-5 



Advent Begins on November 27 

During the last two years, our congregation has 

experienced Advent and Christmas seasons unlike any others in our history.   

 

Sunday, November 27 is the first Sunday of Advent and our worship in the sanctuary that day 

will be our traditional Hanging of the Green.  During the service, children and youth will help 

with placing decorations and our nativity scene, as well as lead with readings and music.   

 

We will also be inviting all worshipers to place ornaments on our Second Family Christmas tree.  

If you have an ornament you would like to add to those we have already collected through the 

years, please bring it with you to worship that morning or deliver it to the church office before 

noon on Wednesday, November 23. 

 

Watch the December issue of Crossroads for information about additional plans for the 

duration of the season, as well as worship plans for Christmas and New Year’s Day as they 

both fall on Sunday this year.  Join us as we enjoy these sacred days of anticipation and 

preparation for the celebration of Christ’s birth!    

 

Poinsettias for Advent and Christmas 

During the seasons of Advent and Christmas, consider sharing the 

gift of a poinsettia in honor or in memory of a loved one. Each 

one costs $10.00 with order forms available in the church office 

and foyer. Please give generously to help enhance the beauty of 

our space during this sacred season!  

 

New Deacons Elected 

Please express your appreciation to the following six church members who have 

agreed to serve as deacon ministers with three-year terms beginning in January. 

These were elected by the church in our October congregational meeting with three 

of these to be ordained in the new year: Duncan Breland, Catherine Denman, Bruce 

Moorman, Aaron Parker, Bonnie Smith, and Steve Waring. 

 

Advent Sunday School Study 

For the four Sundays of Advent, beginning on November 27, our adult Sunday 

school classes will be studying the book, Holy Disruption: Discovering Advent in 

the Gospel of Mark by Tracy Daubs.   

 

With the new schedule we adopted this fall, all adult groups 

will meet in their “homerooms” from 9:00 – 9:25 each Sunday 

morning.  Then, from 9:30 – 10:15, everyone will come together 

in the fellowship hall where Burt Waller will facilitate these 

lessons that help us see the Advent message in every aspect of 

Jesus’ life.  Although the Gospel of Mark does not have a 

nativity story, the incarnation of God that we see in Jesus 

according to Mark is a living witness to the disruptive and 

transformative love God has for us and our world. 
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Hanging of the Green Rehearsal and Preparation 

Sunday, November 20 

For decades, the youth of Second Baptist have played a pivotal role in Hanging of the Green. 

Though the service has now expanded to involve all ages, the youth still lead the way in 

decorating and setting a festive but intentional tone for the service. To ensure our youth are 

prepared for their responsibilities, we will 

have a Hanging of the Green rehearsal after 

church on Sunday, November 20. Followed 

by a quick lunch, youth will gather in the 

sanctuary to be assigned and practice their 

roles in decorating the sanctuary. We NEED 

ALL YOUTH to attend this rehearsal so we 

can help lead the rest of the church on the 

first Sunday of Advent. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS  

Saturday, December 17 

Coordinated by our Deacon Benevolence team, Second Baptist provides Christmas 

baskets full of food and grace to families in need, and there are four ways you can help. 

1. You can submit names to the church office (info@2ndmemphis.org) by December 6 

of individuals or families who could benefit from receiving a basket.  

2. You can collect and donate banana boxes used to carry the food we share.  

3. You can make a financial donation to 

support this ministry. Whether you donate 

online or by mail, please designate the 

donation “Christmas Basket Ministry.”  

4. You can help deliver baskets on 

Saturday, December 17. To sign up to 

deliver, contact the church office or watch 

upcoming Second Baptist communications 

for the online sign-up link. 

 

 

A Welcoming Space 

Have you seen the church foyer recently?  Thanks to the wonderful skills of our 

newest staff team member, Alisa Cunningham, we have a warm, hospitable 

space for everyone coming into the church building to enjoy.  Alisa has gone far 

above and beyond her role in the church office to make much-needed 

upgrades to one of the high traffic areas in our facility. 

 

During the second and third weeks of November the foyer will be getting fresh 

paint and repairs made to areas that have been damaged over the years.  We 

expect work to begin on Monday, November 7 and be completed by Friday, 

November 18.  We hope to keep disruptions to regular activities to a minimum 

and appreciate your patience during this time.  
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HANGING OF THE GREEN 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27  

Join us in worship as our 

youth and children lead us 

in preparing our Sanctuary 

for the Advent and                 

Christmas seasons. 

mailto:info@2ndmemphis.org


The Children of Abraham: Interfaith Dialogue with Memphis Clergy 

Sunday, November 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

St. George’s Episcopal Church in Germantown 

Please join us for the first of three evenings of interfaith dialogue with Memphis-area clergy, as 

they discuss together the sacred texts that have been foundational in their faith – and the ways 

that our faith traditions connect and intersect. Included in our panel are Dr. Stephen Cook 

(Second Baptist Church), Deacon Henry Littleton (Catholic Diocese of Memphis), Rabbi Joel 

Finkelstein (Methodist LeBonheur Hospital), Rabbi Sarit Horwitz (Beth Sholom Synagogue), Sh. 

Anwar Arafat (Memphis Islamic Center), Imam Mohammed Faqih (Memphis Islamic Center). We 

hope to see you for the first of these three enlightening evenings of interfaith conversation. 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A Note of upcoming events: 

‘Tis the season for powerful worship! As we near 

the Advent season, we have important worship 

opportunities at every turn. With All Saints and 

Christ the King Sunday we express our gratitude, 

thankfulness, and praise. During Hanging of the 

Green the youth and children help us kick off 

Advent and the season of preparation and 

anticipation as we prepare our worship space for 

the season. As we get closer to Christmas, the 

adult choir will take us through the prophesies 

foretold during the lessons and carols service, 

and Christmas Eve we raise our collective voices 

by candlelight in the familiar hymn, “Joy to the World”. We hope you will join us in 

person or via livestream for all these wonderful worship opportunities! 
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Holiday Closing Reminder 

Please note that the church 

office and Christian Family 

Life Center will be closed for 

the Thanksgiving holiday 

from noon on Wednesday, 

November 23 through        

Saturday, November 26.  In 

the event of an urgent           

pastoral care need during 

that time, please call the 

minister on call at 

901.604.6686. 



 

Giving Thanks 

The Greek word “eucharisteo,” THANKFULNESS, comes up 71 times in the New Testament, 

and most of those instances are this word, or related to this word. The definition is “To show 

oneself grateful, to be thankful, to give thanks.”  As Christians, thankfulness should be our way 

of life, our first thought rather than an afterthought.  Recently I've been focusing on the things 

my body is telling me I can no longer do.  By looking at the "can't," I miss seeing all the things 

I "can." Praise God He showed me in a recent devotion that according to Colossians 1:29 I can 

depend on Christ's mighty power that works within me. 

 

As I look around at my Second Family here at 2BC, I give thanks for each and every one of 

you.  We are His body, His hands and feet, and we can do all things through Him who 

strengthens us (Philippians 4:13).  Thank you from the bottom of my heart for ALL that you 

give to our Lord; your time, talents, and treasures.  Because of you, THIS is 2BC! 

 

"Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus".  1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 

Patti Calvert 

Pumpkin Patch Appreciation Lunch 

Sunday, November 6 

Bring lawn chairs and join us in the pumpkin 

patch as we celebrate ALL the incredible 

volunteers that make our pumpkin patch 

possible. This includes volunteers for the 

unloads, daily shifts, patch set up, behind 

the scene tasks, and those who prayed for the patch. As usual, our lunch will take 

place in the patch and will begin at 11:30 a.m. Sign up online or contact the church 

office to reserve your spot and then join us for a delicious lunch, wonderful 

fellowship, and the excitement of recognizing our key volunteers and sharing all 

the “numbers” from this year. Don’t forget to WEAR YOUR PATCH SHIRT! 

 

A PUMPKIN FESTIVAL THANK YOU! 

Our Pumpkin Festival was once again a HUGE success because of each of YOU 

and your willingness to volunteer!  An estimated 275 families came out to enjoy 

our festival and 71 of those indicated they are interested in learning more about 

Second Baptist Church!  What a wonderful day to share the love of Jesus with 

others!  So many of you volunteered to participate, donate supplies and pray 

for good weather!  It was all appreciated!   

A special “Thank You” to the Pumpkin Captains who led these groups:  Set 

Up:  Larry Denman, Parking: Aaron Parker & John Moore, Volunteer Check 

in:  Pam Harris;  Registration:  Bonnie Smith; Monster Mash:  Julia Pilgrim; Trunk 

or Treat Cars:  Sharon Ludwig; Hot Dog Prep:  Betty Sexton; Games: Daniel 

Johnson; Lunches for Volunteers: Stephen Cook; Hayride: Tommy Sexton; Photos 

in the Patch: Dianna & Steve Waring; Ice wrangler:  Daniel Hochstein.  There are 

so many others who brought tents, coolers, candy and smiles!  You are all 

appreciated. Thank YOU so much! 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity 

and ministry costs  

Year-to-Date through 10/28/22 

 

Receipts      $932,337 

Expenses       947,199 

  Net            ($   14,862) 

 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  
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FAMILY     ministry 



 

CROSS ROADS (USPS 0005-206) is published 

monthly by Second Baptist Church, 4680 Wal-

nut Grove Road, Memphis, TN 38117-2599. 

Periodical Postage Paid at Memphis, TN.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

CROSS ROADS, 4680 Walnut Grove Road, 

Memphis, TN 38117.  

 

 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  

 

STAFF  

Dr. Stephen Cook  

Senior Pastor  

Mr. Larry Denman  

Minister of  

Music & Worship  

Rev. Daniel Johnson  

Associate Pastor 

Mrs. Tanya Mabry  

Minister of  

Children & Families 


