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                                                                                                                                                   Fall Adult Formation  

Deacon Ordination and Installation Service 

On January 8 we will be ordaining three new deacons – Duncan Breland, Catherine Denman, 

and Bonnie Smith – while also offering a time of blessing for each person who is serving in 

this important ministry role.   

 

One of the positive experiences to come out of the pandemic is the lesson we learned for 

sharing words of affirmation with the deacons we are ordaining.  Although we will be 

together in person for worship, we are still inviting everyone to write notes of 

encouragement, a prayer, or a blessing to share with these three we are setting apart to 

serve.   

 

Here’s how it works: 

Write a note to each deacon that offers your affirmation of their commitment to serve. 

Bring the note with you to worship on January 8.  Or, if you will not be able to attend, 

mail or drop the notes off at the church office no later than Thursday, January 5.  If you 

mail them, please send to: 

Second Baptist Church 

c/o Deacon Ordination 

4680 Walnut Grove Road 

Memphis, TN 38117 

 

Our deacons are servants of the church who often do their work quietly, out of the 

spotlight, and in the relational ministries of tending to people in ways that do not 

draw vast amounts of attention.  Nonetheless, their care makes deep impacts on 

those who are served. 

 

Make plans to take part in this sacred time of blessing those who bless so 

many! 
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A Resolution Worth Keeping 

Last month, in one of my Center Your Week reflections, I shared about a friend telling a 

group of pastors that he had read at least 66 books in the preceding year.  He was telling us 

that, for the first time in a long time, he had gone through the entire Bible in the 12 months 

prior.   

 

His testimony challenged me to take up a plan to read those 66 books through myself.  It had 

been a while (probably not since seminary) since I had done that.   

 

A few years ago I re-read the Bible.  Then I did it the next year, the next, and am continuing it 

now.   

 

I share this as an invitation to anyone who might be interested in doing the same.  I know it’s 

easy to get bogged down before you ever get to Deuteronomy.   

 

There are some wonderful reading plans available from a variety of sources.  I recommend 

one that does not attempt to plow straight through from beginning to end.  There are 

contours and connections between different parts of the Bible that can be explored in a 

number of different ways. 

 

I recommend downloading the YouVersion Bible app and checking out some of their 

plans.  I also find that the resources developed by The Bible Project are rich and very 

engaging.   

 

It’s not too late to make a resolution that will carry you through 2023 and take you 

to parts of the sacred scriptures you might not have visited recently.   

 

I hope you’ll give it a try.  Let me know if you do.  I would love to hear about your 

journey and share with you about mine as I take another trip through the Hebrew 

and Christian scriptures.  It’s a daily discipline that, practiced over time, really does 

make for an interesting, enlightening, and amazing journey through the year! 

 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 

 

 

First Congregational Meeting of the Year Scheduled 

Wednesday, January 18 at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Throughout the year our congregation gathers to share ministry updates, 

report on the work of its various leadership teams, and decide together about 

different matters related to the operations of our church.  Make plans to take 

part in the first congregational meeting of 2023 on Wednesday, January 18.   

 

Included among the agenda items will be an update on the newly created 

Ministry Fellow position and the endorsement of a search team for finding that 

minister. 

Make plans to take part in this time together in person or via Zoom! 
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JANUARY 

PREACHING &  

WORSHIP THEMES 
 

January 1: 

Daniel Johnson preaching 

 

January 8: Deacon Ordination 

& Installation 

Title: After the “Yes” 

Text: Matthew 3:13-17 

 

January 15: 

Title: A Simple, Complicated 

Call 

Text: John 1:35-42 

OT Lesson: Isaiah 49:1-7 

 

January 22: 

Title: Through the Stained Glass 

Text: Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

NT Lesson: Matthew 4:12-23 

 

January 29: 

Rick Bennett, Tennessee CBF 

Coordinator preaching 



New Adult Formation Classes begin January 8 

On Sunday, January 8, our next round of adult formation classes gets underway.  As a 

reminder, all Sunday school groups (children, youth, and adults) gather at 9:00 each week.  

Then at 9:25, for our adult groups, there will be a break to attend one of the following four 

discipleship offerings. 

 

“The Messiah Appears: Lessons for the Season of Epiphany” (room 112) 

“Bible and Borders: A Scriptural and Contemporary Look at Immigration” (room 113) 

“Toward Being Vigorous Christians in a Challenging World” (CFLC Lobby) 

 

Winter Formation Topics and Teachers 

The Messiah Appears: Lessons for the Season of Epiphany (facilitated by Matt Meador) focuses 

attention during the season of Epiphany as a time of new beginnings. We just celebrated Christ 

incarnate, given to us as a baby. Through these weeks, we will explore the beginning of Jesus’ 

life and ministry. Each week, we learn more about who Jesus is and what he came to 

accomplish. We begin with the story of the wise men, then shift to Jesus’ baptism and 

temptations. We explore Jesus healing a centurion’s servant in the last week of January. 

Throughout the month, we will ponder who belongs in the kingdom and the people for 

whom Jesus has come. 

 

Bible and Borders: A Scriptural and Contemporary Look at Immigration (facilitated by Jim 

and Catherine Lewis) will have M. Daniel Carroll’s book Bible and Borders as its scriptural 

basis.  The seven-lesson series on immigration will feature a scriptural view of 

immigration, sharing of ancestral immigration stories, an historical overview of U.S. 

immigration controversies, two to three visiting speakers on local immigration topics, 

and an exercise in crafting a compassionate immigration policy.  

 

Toward Being Vigorous Christians in a Challenging World (facilitated by Burt Waller) 

is a particularly relevant topic in today’s rapidly changing American culture.  As 

recently as 1990, only 5% of Americans self-identified as non-religious.  By the 

2010s, that number grew to 23% of all adults and 34% of adults under 30. This 

study will use scripture passages from Hebrews as the basis of looking at topics 

such as faith through obedience; moving toward obedience; encouraging others; 

and faithfulness/faithful living. We will use weekly readings and study questions to 

focus group discussion on the messages from Hebrews and their relevance in a 

rapidly secularizing society.  

 

Once again the Second Family has come through in a big way. The three young 
people from the refugee family we shared with you about in December were so 
surprised.  There was no expectation that this would happen.  I don’t know the 
total cash value of all the cards but it was a lot. And the financial gifts and the 
food were so appreciated.  This family is moving into stable housing and you 
have made sure their first months there are covered.  
 
Thank you again for your proactive love for the oppressed and neglected.  And 
thank you for providing space for our ESL (English) classes.  
 
Mark and Cindy Morris 
Refugee Memphis 

 

 

 

Page 3 

 

Thank you Second Baptist 



Commitments to Share, Gifts that Continue Giving 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! We are so grateful for everyone who, through the last 

quarter of 2022, gave generously to invest in the mission and ministries of Second Baptist 

Church. While we do not have final figures for last year’s financials at the time of this printing 

(those will be shared in the February issue of Crossroads), we do know that our people have 

responded well to the challenges before us.  

 

On the financial front for 2023, we go into the year with some things to celebrate from the 

outset. Based on pledges made this past fall, many of our givers have promised to increase 

giving and we have new giving commitments from people who had not submitted giving 

plans in the past.  Thank you for your generosity and your commitment to sharing the 

resources required for us to carry on this congregation’s mission and ministry, being a center 

of Christian Community and Hospitality, in this year and beyond! And, if you have not made a 

plan for giving in 2023, it’s not too late. Contact Patti Calvert, our church financial 

administrator, at 682.3395 or pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org to learn more. 

 
 

 

 

A special 'thank you' to all the singers, readers, piano players, designers/decorators, 

candle lighters, decoration carriers, drummers and everyone else who played a role in 

making the Advent and Christmas seasons so wonderful this year! It was truly a 

wonderful season in the life of Second Baptist Church and it is made so much more 

wonderful when we do it together! I look forward to what this new year will bring in the 

life, ministry, and worship of Second Baptist Church! 

 

Sleeping with Bread Spiritual Formation Retreat 

Saturday, January 28 from 9:00 a.m. - Noon 

 

Begin the new year with a time set apart to pause, be still, pray, and be renewed by 

the Spirit of the living God.  Join us for a half-day spiritual formation retreat with 

others from our Second family.  Rick Bennett, coordinator of the Tennessee 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, will be leading these sessions around the theme 

“Sleeping with Bread.”   

 

Included with our time together will be lessons on learning to pray the labyrinth.  

Last fall, one of our church’s most beautiful spiritual formation spaces was 

upgraded with new stones, plantings, and more.  Join us as we learn how best 

to utilize the new and improved labyrinth at Second Baptist! To sign up for the 

retreat, contact Daniel Johnson at 901.682.3395 or djohnson@2ndmemphis.org.   

 

 

Save the Date for Second’s First Chili Cook-Off! 

February 12, 2023 

Who from the Second community has the tastiest, 

hottest, and best overall chili recipe?  Come find out 

during our Second Sunday Lunch in February!  Watch 

for details about how to take part in the weeks ahead. 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity 

and ministry costs  

Year-to-Date through 12/22/22 

 

Receipts      $1,091,786 
Expenses       1,166,538 
Net               ($   74,752) 

 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  

A Note of appreciation 

mailto:pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org
mailto:djohnson@2ndmemphis.org


 

Tornado Response Mississippi 

CBF Disaster Response requests financial gifts to support emergency assistance efforts to a 

small community in Anguilla, Mississippi. A tornado shattered the Mason Trailer Park 

community in Anguilla on December 14, injuring three people and destroying homes.  CBF 

Domestic Disaster Response Manager Daynette Snead 

said, “This is an immediate need for families who have 

experienced significant loss during a time when we 

celebrate hope, joy, peace and love. I urge you to give 

what you can so that families affected by the tornadoes 

can experience the warmth of Christmas.”  To learn more, 

go to www.cbfblog.com. 

 

A Youth Ministry Conversation 

Sunday, January 8 after Second Sunday lunch 

all youth, parents, and adult leaders are invited to 

a conversation about the current state and 

direction of our youth ministry.  The discussion 

will include the need to reestablish a Youth 

Ministry Team for planning and leadership, the 

challenges and opportunities facing our youth 

ministry, and a time of Q&A about the new 

Ministry Fellow position and how that role 

will impact our ministry to youth.  This is an 

important conversation and we hope all 

our youth families can be present or 

represented.   

 

January Youth Meetings 

For three Sundays afternoons in January (15, 22, 29), we are creating a time for our 

youth to be together in fellowship and spiritual conversations.  Youth will meet from 

4:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. and each meeting will start with a time of games followed by a 

discussion about faith.  We hope these sessions allow our youth to build 

relationships with one another and can become a safe place for them to share 

their joys and burdens.  In addition to games and discussions, we are looking for 

caring adults to provide snacks each week.  If you can help with food, please 

contact Daniel.   

 

Sunday, February 12, 2023 

Calling all players and fans to come out for the Toilet 

Bowl, our annual youth flag football game.  The last 

two years have been exciting matchups, coming down 

to the last minute and last play so you don’t miss what 

could happen this year!  Invite a friend!  Come out to 

play! Come out to watch! Come out to BE 

TOGETHER!  Just come!  Youth arrive at 2:30 p.m. to 

warm up and select teams.  Kickoff is at 3:00 p.m. 
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    Church Office and CFLC         

Holiday Closing Reminders 

 

Please make note that the 

church office and Christian 

Family Life Center will be 

closed on Monday, January 

2 for the new year holiday 

and on Monday, January 16 

in observance of Martin  

Luther King Day.   

 

In the event of an urgent 

pastoral care need when the 

church office is closed, you 

may reach the minister on-

call at 901.604.6686. 



2022 Poinsettia Acknowledgements  

To the glory of God and in memory of….  
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Mark Your Calendars! 

PASSPORT YOUTH CAMP 

June 9-15, 2023 

McMurry University  

Abilene, TX 

Completed 6
th

 – 12
th

 graders 

 

2022 Poinsettia Acknowledgements 

To the glory of God and in memory of….  
Imogene Anderson by Ron & Carmen Anderson 

Bud Anderson by Ron & Carmen Anderson 

John Avis by Rogers & Bonnie Smith 

John Avis by Ashli Avis 

John Avis by Jim & Lenore Rae 

John Avis by Jason & Catherine Piche 

John Avis by Ken & Barbara Elliott 

John Avis by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

John Avis by Shula Shaw Cangelosi 

Bill Bendall by Ann Bendall 

Bess Bennett by Pat Doty 

Anthony Vance Breazeale by Sarah Grai-Breazeale 

Mike Bryant by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Mike Bryant by Janice Bryant 

Mike Bryant by Cindy McIntyre 

Sally Buehler by Judy Brundige 

Lewis & Marie Carlton by Pam & Bill Summons 

Lucy Coffman by Mary Smith 

Van Cotton by Greg & Debbie Cotton 

Charles Doty by Pat Doty 

Ila Doty by Pat Doty 

Betty Farmer by Greg & Debbie Cotton 

Jeff Farmer Sr. by Greg & Debbie Cotton 

Donna Lisa Grai by Sarah Grai-Breazeale 

Judge & Mrs. Phil Harris by Bart & Pam Harris 

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Harris by Bart & Pam Harris 

Susan Harris by Cindy McIntyre 

Ernie Harris by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Ernie Harris by Katie Harris 

Ernie Harris by Ken & Barbara Elliott 

Dr. Jim Hatley by Lynn & Diane Wadlington 

Jimmy Hawkins by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Jimmy Hawkins by Lynn & Kevin Reed 

Jimmy Hawkins by Belinda Hawkins 

Eva Marie Horne by Sarah Grai-Breazeale 

Sarah & Robert Hornung by Pat Doty 

Charlie Hromada by Frankie Hromada 

Frank Jackson Huffman by Katharine Huffman 

Frank & Dora Huffman by Katharine Huffman 

Connie & Margaret Hurley by George & Lynette Pearson 

Bill Jennings by Theresa Jennings 

L.A. & Mary Mabry by Pat & Tanya Mabry 

Charles Martin by Jacqueline Martin 

Martha & Herschel Martin by Mary Dee & Rob Robertson 

Milburn & Laura Mathis by Bill & Carol Mathis 

David McCandless by Frankie Hromada 

Daniel Myers by Charlotte Myers 

Andy Norowski by Katie Harris 

Everette Orr by Margaret Orr 

Lem & Blondell Pearson by George & Lynette Pearson 

Jim & Chris Perkins by Bill & Carol Mathis 

George & Katharine Phillips by Katharine Huffman 

Guy and Virginia Pitts by the Girls and Alan 

James & Pauline Potts by Pam & Bill Summons 

Dorothy & Wayne Robertson by Mary Dee & Rob Robertson 

Seth Rowan by Rogers & Bonnie Smith 

Seth Rowan by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Edward Martin Sanders by Sarah Grai-Breazeale 

Joel Smith by Mary Smith 

Don Smith by Mary Smith 

Dave & Julie Summons by Pam & Bill Summons 

continued in next column 

To the glory of God and in memory of….  

Len & Geneva Wadlington by Lynn & Diane Wadlington 

Doug & Ona Walton by Lynn & Diane Wadlington 

Bill & Mary Lou Watkins by Pat & Tanya Mabry 

Becky Webb by Ron & Carmen Anderson 

Don Webb by Ron & Carmen Anderson 

Tom Williams by Lauren & Tommy Young 

Tom Williams by Ann Bendall 

Justin Yannatta by Jim & Lenore Rae 

Doug Zavodney by Lynn & Kevin Reed 

 

To the glory of God and in honor of…  

Carmen & Ron Anderson by Lauren & Tommy Young 

Faith Barcroft by Katharine Huffman 

Elise & Richard Blount (Miles) by Katie Harris 

Anne Bryan & Family by Margaret Orr 

Howard Buehler by Judy Brundige 

Amy Cook by Adult 2 Sunday School 

Stephen & Amy Cook by Katharine Huffman 

Sue Cotton by Greg & Debbie Cotton 

Shan Criswell by First and Second Grade Sunday School Class 

Larry & Catherine Denman by Katharine Huffman 

Kelly, Victoria, Elizabeth & Edward George  

by George & Lynette Pearson 

Faye Greer by Ann Bendall 

June Hatley by Lynn & Diane Wadlington 

Katharine Huffman by Leigh & Zoey Adams 

Katharine Huffman by Jason & Catherine Piche 

Katharine Huffman by Catherine Moore 

Martha Huffman by Katharine Huffman 

Dora & Jason Mullenix (Jackson) by Katharine Huffman 

Theresa Jennings by Margaret Orr 

Daniel Johnson by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Daniel & Mekea Johnson by Katharine Huffman 

Tam Krag by Joan Smith 

Jim Lewis by Adult 2 Sunday School 

Catherine Lewis by Adult 2 Sunday School 

Sandra Livesay by First & Second Grade Sunday School Class 

Pat & Tanya Mabry by Leigh & Zoey Adams 

Pat & Tanya Mabry by Katharine Huffman 

Tanya Mabry by Joe & Sandra Livesay 

Jacqueline Martin by Joan Smith 

Linda & Frank McCalla by Lynn & Kevin Reed 

Rosalie & Lilah Ragsdale by Betty Sexton 

Second Baptist Staff by Frankie Hromada 

Second Baptist Staff by Jacqueline Martin 

Second Baptist Staff by Lynn & Kevin Reed 

Second Baptist Staff by Rogers & Bonnie Smith 

Bob & Linda Serino by Katharine Huffman 

Joan Smith by Mary Smith 

Mary Smith by Joan Smith 

"The Library Ladies" by Jacqueline Martin 

Mabry Walker by Pat & Tanya Mabry 

Chloe & Jason Weeks (Arden, Everett & Linnea) by Katie Harris 

Gough & Dorothy Wheat by Ann Bendall 

Spence & Becky Wilson by Lauren & Tommy Young 

Stuart, Wilson and Parker by Lauren & Tommy Young 

Benjamin, Jared, Erin, June & Patrick by Charlotte Myers 

Children: Katharine & John by Katharine Huffman 

Grandchildren: Joshua, Katie, Noah, Dominic & Mary Katharine 

by Katharine Huffman 



What a beautiful season of Advent our Second Baptist Family has experienced!  From Hanging 

of the Green to holiday lunches to Christmas baskets and parties with delicious food with 

friends of all ages—we are truly blessed to celebrate Our Saviors birth this year! 
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FAMILY     ministry 

Thank you for helping support our  
community during this season! From 
donating toys, gift cards, packing 
baskets to delivering food please 
know we appreciate your generosity 
towards our ministry partners. 

If any of your contact  

information has changed,  

please email updates to  

info@2ndmemphis.org. 
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  

 

STAFF  

Dr. Stephen Cook  

Senior Pastor  

Mr. Larry Denman  

Minister of  

Music & Worship  

Rev. Daniel Johnson  

Associate Pastor 

Mrs. Tanya Mabry  

Minister of  

Children & Families 


