
 

                                                                                                                                                    

 

The Season of Lent at Second 

During the 40 days leading to Easter, our weekly worship services will feature specific 

elements for prayer and reflection.  Additionally, we are offering a variety of ways to engage 

this special time of renewal and repentance.  Our celebration of the resurrection is made 

richer by us recalling the depths of God’s love and our desperate need for God’s saving 

grace.   

 

Ash Wednesday Worship 

Wednesday, February 22 at 6:00 p.m.  

The 40-day season of Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, February 22. Our congregation marks 

the start of this sacred time through a service of 

worship at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary that includes 

prayer, reflection, and the opportunity to receive 

ashes and other symbols that help us prepare the way for our Easter celebration in the 

spring. Make plans to join us as we begin the journey to Holy Week and Easter by 

sharing this time of worship together.  

 

Water and Spirt: Devotions for Lent 

As in past years, during the Lenten season we are providing 

devotionals to everyone who would like to receive one.  

Water and Spirit provides daily devotions for each day from 

Ash Wednesday to Easter. The readings begin with an 

evocative image and a brief passage from scripture. Different 

writers bring their unique voices and pastoral wisdom to the 

texts with quotations to ponder, reflections, and prayers. 

 

The devotional books will be available for pickup at the church beginning 

February 12.  If you are unable to get a book in person, please contact the 

church office and we will be sure everyone who wants one is able to get one. 

 

Adult Sunday School Formation Opportunities 

During the 40 days of Lent, our Sunday 

morning adult formation classes will offer 

three different choices for engaging these holy 

days.  Watch for additional details about topics, 

teachers, and room locations as we begin these 

new classes on February 26. 
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The Search is Underway 

In the late fall, our congregation approved the 

creation of a new ministry position on our staff.  

Thanks to the prayerful, thoughtful, and 

entrepreneurial spirit of our congregation’s leaders, 

we have a comprehensive position description and 

competitive salary and benefits package in place.  

Now, we undertake the work of searching for the 

person to fill this role! 

 

As a reminder, the Ministry Fellow for Youth and Community will be a person who serves a 

three-year, full-time role on our ministry staff.  We are actively seeking a person who is 

finishing or has recently completed seminary/divinity school.   

 

With the abundant opportunities we have to more deeply engage the youth from within our 

church, but also the wider community that comes to our campus throughout the week, this 

is an exciting next step in our continuing efforts to live into the spirit of our THIS is 2BC 

priorities (Telling our story, Hospitality, Intergenerational ministry, and Spiritual formation). 

 

During the first weeks of January, our deacons unanimously approved and recommended 

to the congregation that Anne Bryan, Amy Keith, and Dora Mullenix join with Daniel 

Johnson and me to constitute our Ministry Fellow Search Team.  In the quarterly 

congregational meeting on January 18, the church gave its unanimous approval to that 

team. 

 

Now the search begins!  We have been in touch with more than a dozen theological 

schools, reached out to ministry leaders at Passport, the Cooperative Baptist 

Fellowship, and elsewhere to begin soliciting names and identifying potential 

candidates. 

 

Through it all, I hope you will join me in prayerfully supporting this process.  I 

hope our team will have clarity in its work and a sense of the Spirit’s guiding 

hand through it all.  Likewise, I believe that God is preparing a person to come 

and serve among us and become part of our Second family. 

 

Collectively, with our congregation praying with and for us, I trust this will be a 

time of energy and growth as we move through this process. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Stephen 

 

 

Page 2 
 

 

 Volume 34 Issue 2 

 

 

 

February 5: 

Rev. Jacqueline Martin           

preaching 

 

February 12: 

Title: Simple is Not Always Easy 

Text: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

NT Lesson: Matthew 5:21-37 

 

February 19: Transfiguration 

Title: The End of the Beginning  

Text: Matthew 17:1-9  

OT Lesson: Exodus 24:12-18 

 

February 22: Ash Wednesday 

Title: When the Brokenness Shows 

Text: Jeremiah 18:1-9 

NT Lesson: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

February 26: Lent I / Celebration   

of the Lord’s Supper 

Title: From Eden to the           

Wilderness 

Text: Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7 

NT Lesson: Matthew 4:1-11 

FEBRUARY 

PREACHING &  

WORSHIP THEMES 



A Special Pulpit Guest on February 5 

While Daniel and I are away in South Africa the first week in February, I 

am thrilled that our church will have the opportunity to hear from a 

familiar voice but in a different setting.  Jacqueline Martin serves on our 

administrative staff in the church office.  If you have called or come by 

the church during the week, you have encountered Jacqueline’s gracious 

spirit and warm, welcoming hospitality. 

 

Jacqueline spent 20 years of her life serving in ministry in the Methodist 

tradition, having been pastor of multiple congregations in Middle Tennessee during that time.  

On February 5, she will be preaching for us at Second.   

 

While I will not be in the sanctuary to hear her message, I am looking forward to the 

livestream and the chance we have to be blessed in a different way by her words and her 

ministry! 

                                                                                                           -Stephen             

 

2022 Year End Financial Report 

During our congregational meeting in January, our Finance 

Committee reported good news from the year just finished. 

 

On the whole, our receipts from all sources (offerings, 

community partners, Parents’ Day Out, Pumpkin Patch, etc.) 

came in just short of our expenses for the year (less than 

$900).  The generosity of our Second family is a remarkable 

gift to celebrate, particularly in these difficult economic times.  Our congregation’s 

leadership has worked hard to be wise stewards of the resources you share and to 

manage expenses in a manner that does not compromise our commitments to 

mission and ministry.  The dollars we spent on family, formation, and mission 

ministries were all higher in 2022 than 2021, which is a rich expression of our 

congregation’s commitments. 

 

Thank you to everyone who shares in the ministry of giving!  Your gifts make a 

difference not only in the life of our church, but in the lives of people all over the 

world! 

 

If you would like to review a detailed financial report from 2022, please contact 

Patti Calvert in the church office. 
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Thank You for Your Giving! 

The year 2022 is now behind 

us - unless you think about the 

IRS and that April 15 deadline 

for filing taxes!  Speaking of 

taxes, in late January I mailed 

and emailed you a copy of your giving statement to Second Baptist for the year 2022.  Please 

take a look at your statement and be sure everything is posted to your account as it should 

be.  We received two gifts last year and failed to write your name on the envelopes - SO, two 

of you will be missing a contribution.  Please let me know asap and I'll get it corrected for you. 

 

We've also had some issues with mail delivery through the US Postal Service.  Three checks 

(that I know of) were intercepted last year and cashed by someone outside of the church.  So 

once again that's a good reason to check your statements! 

 

We pay the church's bills electronically whenever possible.  I encourage you to consider 

setting up electronic donations to the church through our payment provider, Vanco.  You 

may access it at vancopayments.com, or go to the 2ndmemphis.org website, click on 

Giving, then follow the prompts.  It's easy to set up your gift to recur at any interval you 

choose.  And, if you have the gift deducted from your checking account instead of paying 

by credit card, the processing fee paid by the church is lower. 

 

Please know that your gifts to Second are appreciated and we make every effort to be 

wise with the money God provides to us.  Thank you, and I pray you have a wonderful 

2023! 

                                                                                                               - Patti Calvert 
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STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT  

Take a peek at our generosity 

and ministry costs  

Year-to-Date through 1/27/2023 

 

Receipts      $     82,038 
Expenses           70,346 
Net               $       11,692 

 

Remember that when it comes to 

giving, we have several options for 

sharing gifts with our church:  

• Cash and Checks  

• Text-to-Give: 888.704.0507  

• Online at 2ndmemphis.org  

• Click "Giving" and follow the 

prompts  

• Stock and Mutual Fund 

Transfers 

To learn more about any of these, 

please contact our Financial 

Administrator, Patti Calvert, at 

pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org.  



 

The Children of Abraham: Interfaith Dialogue 

Sunday, February 19 at Beth Sholom 

Synagogue 

 

Join others from across the Memphis faith 

community as we listen and learn together 

about our Abrahamic faith traditions.  On 

Sunday, February 19 at 6:30 p.m. our own 

Stephen Cook will be one of the presenters  

at this gathering at Beth Sholom Synagogue 

(6675 Humphreys Boulevard).   

 

 

Save the Date for Second’s First Chili Cook-Off! 

February 12, 2023 

Who from the Second community has the tastiest, hottest, and 

best overall chili recipe?  Come find out during our Second 

Sunday Lunch in February! Baked potatoes and beverages will be 

provided to accompany the chili at no cost.  Sign up at: 

www.2ndmemphis.org/second-sunday/ 

 

Sunday, February 12, 2023 

Calling all players and fans to come out for the Toilet Bowl, 

our annual youth flag football game.  The last two years have 

been exciting matchups, coming down to the last minute and 

last play so you don’t miss what could happen this 

year!  Invite a friend!  Come out to play! Come out to watch! 

Come out to BE TOGETHER!  Just come!  Youth arrive at 2:30 

p.m. to warm up and select teams.  Kickoff is at 3:00 p.m. 
 

 PANCAKES AND TRIVIA  

It’s time once again to come out for an evening 

where we enjoy a delicious pancake supper 

followed by some friendly trivia competition 

and lots of laughs.  Whether you love trivia, 

pancakes, or just love gathering with the 

Second community, this event is a wonderful 

time for all generations of the church to 

connect, consume, celebrate, and compete.  It will be a full evening of fun with 

questions from various categories offered by our Questionnaire Extraordinaire, 

Chris Bryan.  There will also be door prizes, prizes for the winning table, prizes 

for the table with the largest difference in age, and more.  The fun begins at 5:00 

p.m. with pancakes followed by trivia starting at 5:45 p.m.  Sign up online (or by 

calling the church office) and remember you can sign up as an individual or as a 

whole table.  Childcare is available and transportation can be arranged for those 

needing it.  Contact Tanya to reserve childcare and Daniel if you need 

transportation.  Don’t miss this great evening of fellowship.     
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B44A5AF2FA0FD0-pancakes


PASSPORT YOUTH CAMP 

June 9-15, 2023 

Completed 6
th

 – 12
th

 grades 

This June, our youth will go deep in the 

heart of Texas for a week of fun and spiritual growth at Passport Camp in Abilene, Texas.  At 

Passport camp our youth spend a week with daily Bible study, worship, and mission projects 

along with evening fellowships like the annual Passport dance and variety show.  Youth also 

have the chance to create memories and deepen relationships with our Second Baptist youth 

group and other youth from around the country.  The cost of camp is $450 and includes a 

before camp adventure.  A $225 deposit is due March 5 with the final $225 payment due May 

14.  Contact Daniel with questions, to sign up, or if you are interested in chaperoning.  

 

Youth Support Room in the Inn  

Last year, our youth took a tour of the new Room in the 

Inn building that includes space to house homeless 

families.  One of the questions that surfaced following 

that visit was if there was a way to make the space more 

welcoming and comfortable for teenagers who might be living there.  Well, our youth 

responded to that question by allocating funds raised in the pumpkin patch to purchase 

some of the same items they love in their youth room for the community room at 

RITI.  And, on Saturday, February 11, our youth will meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. to 

head to Room in the Inn and set up these items, along with a new outdoor basketball 

goal, that they hope will share God’s hope and joy to the teenagers and their families at 

Room in the Inn.  If you would like to know more about the gifts the youth are bringing 

or join the youth in setting up the space, contact Daniel at 

djohnson@2ndmemphis.org.   

 

Lenten Youth Meetings 

During the season of Lent, youth will meet immediately after church in the youth 

room for lunch and learning.  Each week, after sharing lunch together, our youth 

will meet on Zoom with different South African ministry partners.  Each partner will 

share with our youth the spiritual journey that led them to their involvement or 

creation of their ministries and also share about the way they serve and the work 

being accomplished - the good and the bad, the hard and the beautiful.  And, of 

course, our youth will have the chance to ask questions.  Meetings will take 

place February 26, March 5, March 19, March 26, and April 2.  Adults interested 

in providing lunch for the youth or attending to hear from our ministry partners, 

please contact Daniel at djohnson@2ndmemphis.org.   

 

South Africa Preview Trip 

This summer, Second Baptist will join seven other churches for another South 

Africa Mission Experience.  Our Second Baptist team is currently 14 people, but 

more are welcome if interested.  Total participants from all eight churches are 

approximately one hundred.  Because of the large group and the fact that our 

last mission team served in 2019, a small group of leaders will be traveling to 

South Africa February 1-8 to reconnect with ministry partners and make plans for 

this July.  Please pray for Stephen Cook and Daniel Johnson as they travel with 

this group and for the discussions they will be having with various ministry 

partners.   
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PASSPORT YOUTH CAMP 

June 9-15, 2023 

McMurry University  

Abilene, TX 

Completed 6
th

 – 12
th

 grades 

 

PASSPORT KIDS 

July 15-19, 2023   Cost $400 

Rock Eagle 4H Center 

Eatonton, GA 

Completed 3
rd

-5
th 

grades 

Before Camp Adventure     

included 

Counselors needed-contact 

Tanya for more information 



Easter Devotion Book for Families 

Each family will receive a copy of the Easter devotional book The Way to the Savior by Jeff and 

Abbey Land. Amid the hustle and bustle of springtime chores and storefront bunnies, focusing 

your children on the true meaning of Easter can be a challenge. But this forty-day devotional 

brings the family together and shows them the way to the Savior instead. The Way to the 

Savior guides families through eight aspects of Lent and ends with a focus on Jesus’ last days 

and resurrection. Filled with discussion questions, easy family activities, and prayers, this 

collection of devotions can become a family keepsake, bringing your family together to 

celebrate the Easter season and the way to the Savior year after year.  The devotional books 

will be available for pickup at the church beginning February 12.   

 

Children will be singing the anthem during worship on February 19.  You will want to be 

present to hear them sing “Shine Jesus, Shine” as they share God’s word with you through 

song.   

 

South Africa Ministry Partner support.  

Our 2BC families created support cards of favorite Bible verses and prayers to share with 

our South Africa Ministry partners.  Stephen and Daniel will share these cards to show 

support for our ministry partners and their programs during their February trip to South 

Africa.   
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FAMILY     ministry 

If any of your contact  

information has changed,  

please email updates to  

info@2ndmemphis.org. 



 

CROSS ROADS (USPS 0005-206) is published 

monthly by Second Baptist Church, 4680 Wal-

nut Grove Road, Memphis, TN 38117-2599. 

Periodical Postage Paid at Memphis, TN.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 

CROSS ROADS, 4680 Walnut Grove Road, 

Memphis, TN 38117.  

 

 

CHRISTIAN FAMILY LIFE CENTER  

Phone: 901-682-3308 recreation@2ndmemphis.org  

Monday—Thursday: 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday: 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.  

Saturday: 8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

CLOSED SUNDAY  

SECOND BAPTIST CHURCH  

4680 Walnut Grove Rd.  

Memphis, TN 38117  

Office: 901.682.3395  

 

STAFF  

Dr. Stephen Cook  

Senior Pastor  

Mr. Larry Denman  

Minister of  

Music & Worship  

Rev. Daniel Johnson  

Associate Pastor 

Mrs. Tanya Mabry  

Minister of  

Children & Families 


