
 As a reminder, please silence your cell phone upon entering the sanctuary. Thank you! 
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The Worship of God 
January 4, 2026 

 

Prelude to Worship     “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”                Lewis Redner  

                                           “Good Christians All Rejoice”    arr. Anna Laura Page 

 

Invitation to Worship                         Larry Denman

   

Time of Meditation              “The Child, the Light”           arr. Dennis McDuffie 

 

“It is a dark night with a star-filled sky. Tiny lights are seen on the distant 

hillsides, gradually becoming figures carrying candles as they come closer to 

the foreground of the painting… I thought about liturgical processions I had 

seen. I remembered walking with groups in candlelight for peace in Central 

America. The symbol of candles shining in the dark night is powerful to me. 

Star-filled nights are images that help give me a sense of the place we are in 

the universe… My original thought was that this would be a procession of 

children from every city and town. The children would bring light and peace 

to the world. They would gather from many places, joining an unending 

procession towards peace and nonviolence for all children of the world.” 

- John August Swanson 

reflecting on today’s cover art, “Festival of Lights” 

 

Lighting the Christ Candle                Ellie Ramey  

 

Hymn of Thanksgiving, #159  “Fairest Lord Jesus”         CRUSADERS’ HYMN 

Beautiful Savior, Lord of all nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 

Glory and honor, praise adoration, 

Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 

Call to Worship              Tanya Mabry 

Jesus, You are the Light of the World.  

Shine Your light in me today.  

Chase away the darkness of sin,  

the darkness of fear and doubt and despair.  

Fill me with the light of Your truth, Your Word.  

Produce in me the fruit of righteousness –  

the evidence that Your Holy Spirit lives in me  

and works in me and works through me.  

Teach me what is pleasing to You.  

Make me a shining example of Your amazing grace,  

redeeming love, and life-changing power.  

May others be drawn to You through me. Amen. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS  
 

SYMPATHY: 

Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Patsy Boaz following 

her death on January 1. We hold her family in prayer, trusting in the 

promises of God to provide strength and mercy to keep and sustain 

them in this time of grief.  

 

HOSPITAL/REHAB:  (as of Friday) 

Martha Huffman, Baptist Hospital  

 

CONCERNS: 

Charlie Biggers; Steve Carney; Carol Densford; Mary Haddock; Joyce 

Hawkins; Martha Huffman; Pam Jenkins; Bob Kirksey; Peggy Michel; 

Lenora Smith; Madalyn Stanford; Dorothy Westmoreland 

 

OTHER CONCERNS: 

Elias Garcia (former 2BC Minister of Youth); Sigrid Long (Dixie 

Knowlton’s niece); Janet Randolph (former member); Mary Reid 

(Marilyn Waller’s mother); Maxine Richardson ( Barbara Elliott’s mom); 

Gini Shackleford (Mark’s wife); Rena Smalls-Tatum (Evie Boaz’s friend)   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymn of Praise, #150    “As with Gladness Men of Old”                         DIX 

 

New Testament Reading   Matthew 2:1-12   Daniel Johnson  

(Found on pages 783- 784 in the pew Bible) 

 

This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn of Epiphany, #151        “We Three Kings”           KINGS OF ORIENT 

 

Prayer of the Day           Ginny Ramey 

 

Offertory                        “Joy to the World”  Handel/ arr. Joseph Martin 

Tommy Sexton, Percussionist 

 

Children’s Sermon                                   Tanya Mabry  

Following the Children’s Sermon, children in grades Pre-K through  

2nd grade are invited to Children’s Chapel in Room 211. 

 

Old Testament Reading              Isaiah 60:1-6                   Stephen Cook  

(Found on page 602 in the pew Bible) 

 

This is the Word of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon          Breaking and Entering     Stephen Cook 

 

“We must be ready to allow ourselves to be interrupted by God, who will 

thwart our plans and frustrate our ways time and again, even daily, by 

sending people across our path…We do not manage our time ourselves 

but allow it to be occupied by God.” 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

Hymn of Response, #71     “Be Thou, My Vision”       SLANE  

 

Benediction                                                                           Stephen Cook 

 

Prelude to Service  “Let There Be Peace On Earth” Sy Miller & Jill Jackson  
 
 
 
 

Words to songs printed by permission CCLI License #1079780. 

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT 
Take a peek at our generosity and ministry costs  

 
Year-to-date through 12/30/25 

 

   Receipts   $   951,813 

   Expenses      952,823 

   Net          ($        1,010) 

 
We have several options for sharing gifts with our church: 

• Cash and Checks 
• Online at 2ndmemphis.org (click "Giving" ) 

• Stock and Mutual Fund Transfers 
To learn more, please contact our Financial Administrator,  

Patti Calvert, at pcalvert@2ndmemphis.org. 


